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Mission 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


ALAN DAVIDSON 
reckons there vir- 
tually can’t be a big- 
ger challenge than 
facing up at the 
Olympic Games 
finals in Seoul. 

The first game against 


Good Bye 


THE Australian 
squad that leaves 
Saturday for the 
Olympics carries 
much more than the 
good wishes of 
thousands of Soc- 
cer fans. 

It will also take in its 
Juggage the genuine 
affection of millions of 
Australians who will 
closely monitor their for- 


Yugoslavia arrives in 
only 12 days’ time. 

John Kosmina, the 
great warhorse with 59 
A internationals and 100 
all told in Australian 
colours, said: “It’s. very 
important that we get a 
favourable result in the 
opening game. 


— and Good Luck’ 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


had more warm-up 
games leading to the 
kick-off of the Olympic 
tournament; but that’s 
history now. 

The dress rehearsal, 
the Gold Cup, did forge 
the team into steely 
hardness and provide 


yx ALAN VESSEY 


So much depends on him 


“We've had excellent 
home results against 
Yugoslav club Red Star 
and Dinamo, but this 
will be something at an 
even higher level. 

“This time around 
Australia has heaps of 
good players. 

“There will be even 


the players with just the 
boost their confidence 
needed. 

Australia, despite the 
smashing win over 
Argentina, goes into the 
Olympics unseeded and 
widely unfanci 
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during the Bicentennial 
Gold Cup. 


e The team could have 
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Let The Games Be 


WE conclude our 92-year restrospect of 
Soccer at the Olympic Games with the 
most recent period — from 1968 to 1984. 


I was lucky enough to 
attend the 1968 Games 
in Mexico as well as the 
1976 Olympics in Mon- 
treal and the last Olym- 
piad in Los Angeles, 
where Soccer was play- 
ed right across the US 
and attracted 1.4 million 
spectators — more than 
any other sport. 

In the light of Japan 
and Israel’s excellent 
results in Mexico, the 
Australian national 
team of that era, 
coached by Joe Vlasits 
and captained by John 
Warren, would have 
also played an interest- 
ing role. 

The 1972 Games saw 
the rise of Poland, which 
went on to shine in the 
following two World 
Cups, and in Montreal a 
new superstar was born 
as it marked Michel Pla- 
tini’s international 
debut. 

Because of the 
boycott, 1980 was an 
Eastern block festival. 

In Los Angeles, four 
years later, when pro- 
fessional players were 
allowed to participate 
for the first time, the 
record crowds were tre- 
ated to the best football 
since the 1952 glory days 
of the Puskas-led 


AUSTRALIAN 


Hungarian wonderteam. 

But this year’s Olym- 
pic tournament, with so 
many countries fielding 
near-full strength teams, 
should produce even 
better Soccer in pro- 
fessional Soccer’s Olym- 
pic swansong. 

In 1992, the party will 
be over as FIFA has de- 
creed that only Under 
23 players will be 
allowed to compete in 
future. 


1968 — Mexico 


France won Group 1 
ahead of Mexico. Spain 
topped Group 2, with 
Japan, who had toured 
Australia earlier, in 
second place. Group 3 
was dominated by Hun- 
gary, with Israel second; 
and in Group 4, Bulgar- 
ia finished ahead of the 
surprising Guatemala, 
who knocked out 
Czechoslovakia. 


In the quarter-finals, 
Hungary was given a 
huge fright before 
eliminating Guatemala 
1-0, and Mexico made 
the most of playing at 
home by knocking Spain 
out 3-1. 

Japan caused an upset 


by beating France 3-1 at 
the Azteca Stadium and 
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Bulgaria completed the 
semifinal quartet with a 
lucky toss of the coin 
after being held 1-1 by 
Israel. 

There were no penal- 
ty shoot-outs then: if 
teams finished level af- 
ter extra-time, they tos- 
sed a coin in the centre 
of the field. 

Mexico came close in 
the semis, but Bulgaria 
eventually triumphed 
3-2 to qualify for the 
final where their oppo- 
nents were Hungary, 5-0 
winners over Japan. 

The final was a traves- 
ty — the greatest fiasco 
in Olympic history. 

Bulgaria took a 1-0 
lead through Dimitrov 
in the 20th minute, but 
Hungary scored two 
goals in the space of 60 
seconds right on full- 
time. 

The Bulgarians hotly 
disputed the second goal 
and Mexican referee 
Diego de Leo sent Iva- 
nov and Christov off. 

For a few minutes, the 
game was interrupted as 
the Bulgarians seriosuly 
considered walking off 
the field. 

Cooler heads pre- 
vailed, but in the second 
half, another Bulgarian 
was sent off, as was 
Hungary’s Juhasz, but 
at that point the score 
was already 4-1 for Hun- 
gary, and that was the 
final score. 

For the bronze, Japan 
shocked Mexico 2-1. 


1972 — Munich 


Poland’s 2-1 win over 
raging-hot favourite 
Hungary is regarded as 
the biggest upset in an 
Olympic final. 

It was Polish Soccer’s 


finest hour as the team 
fought back after con- 
ceding a 42nd minute 
goal to Varady. Deyna 
equalised in the 47th 
and scored the winner in 
the 68th to deservedly 
win Player of the 
Tournament honours. 

The bronze medal 
game was a disaster. 
Both the USSR and 
East Germany only 
went through the mo- 
tions when the score was 
tied at 2-2, obviously 
content to share a 
medal. 

West Germany and 
Morocco edged out 
Malaysia and the USA 
in preliminary Group 1; 
the USSR and Mexico 
were too good for Bur- 
ma and Sudan in Group 
2 while Hungary and 
Denmark dominated 
Group 3 at the expense 
of Iran and Brazil. And 
Poland won maximum 
points in Group 4, with 
East Germany qualify- 
ing for the quarter-finals 
ahead of Colombia and 
Ghana. 

For the first time, 
there was a “semifinal 
round” of two groups of 
four, the winners of 
which qualified for the 
final, and the runners- 
up for the third place 
play-off. 

Hungary beat East 
Germany 2-0, West 
Germany 4-1 and Mex- 
ico 2-0 to clinch its spot. 

Poland made it with a 
2-1 win over the USSR, 
a 1-1 draw with Den- 
mark and a 5-0 victory 
against Morocco. 


1976 — Montreal 


The African boycott, 
in protest over New 
Zealand’s rugby tour of 
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South Africa, reduced 
the Soccer field from 16 
to 13. 

The groupings were: 
Group A — Brazil, East 
Germany, Spain; Group 

— France, Israel, 
Mexico, Guatemala; 
Group C — Poland, 
Iran, Cuba; Group D — 
USSR, North Korea, 
Canada. 

Brazil and East Ger- 
many drew 0-0 before 
beating Spain to qualify 
for the quarter-finals. 
France, with a brilliant 
young Michel Platini, 
went on a goalscoring 
spree with 4-1 victories 
over Mexico and Guate- 
mala to win their group, 
ahead of Israel who held 
them to 2-2. 

In Group C, Poland 
won through as ex- 
pected, but Cuba almost 
became the Cinderella 
team of the Olympics 
when they held the 
Poles to a scoreless 
draw. 

Tran, however, dim- 
med Cuba’s hopes by 
beating them 1-0 to 

ualify for the quarter- 
inals where they were 
joined by the Soviet 


Union and North 
Korea, the survivors 
from Group D. 


In the quarter-finals, 
Brazil accounted for 
Israel 4-1 despite heroics 
by the Israeli goalie 
Vissoker, one of the 
Socceroos’ great adver- 
saries in the lates sixities 
and early seventies. 

The Soviet Union 
squeezed home 2-1 
against Iran — an Ira- 
nian team which con- 
tained most of the play- 
ers eliminated by Aus- 
tralia in the 1973 World 
Cup elimination tie. 

France was thrashed 
4-0 by East Germany. 
Two French players 
were sent off for protest- 
ing the Germans’ second 
back-breaking goal, and 
Poland annihilated 
North Korea 5-0. 

East Germany elimin- 
ated the USSR 2-1 in a 
hard-fought semi, and 
crowd favourites, Bra- 


zil, bowed 2-0 
Poland. 


East Germany won its 
first and only Soccer 
gold medal, beating Po- 
land 3-1 in the final. 
Heffner (2) and Schade 
scored for the winners; 
Lato for Poland. The 
USSR defeated Brazil 
2-0 in the third place 
play-off. 


1980 — Moscow 


Seven of the 16 qual- 
ifying teams withdrew as 
part of the anti-Soviet 
boycott and were re- 
placed by ‘‘Third 
World” teams. 

To add to the gloom, 
just about every Soccer 
game was played in a 
rainstorm, including the 
final — the third straight 
Olympic final held in the 
wet. 

Due to the withdra- 
wals, two teams from 
the Middle-East qual- 
ified for the quarter- 
finals — Iraq and 
Kuwait. Both lost with- 
out a murmur, to East 
Germany and the Soviet 
Union respectively. 


to 


Cuba also qualified 
for the quarter-finals in 
its first-ever Olympic 
Soccer appearance, 
again aided by the with- 
drawls, and Algeria 
gave a hint of its 1982 
World Cup splendour by 
narrowly losing to the 
eventual gold medal- 
lists, Czechoslovakia. 


The Czechs shocked 
the home fans by 
eliminating the Soviet 
Union in the semis to 
join East Germany, win- 
ners over Yugoslavia in 
the final, which they 
won 1-0. 


The winning goal fell 
to substitute Jindrich 
Svoboda, from a head- 
er, in the 71st minute. 


The Soviets gained 
the bronze with a 2-0 
victory against Yugos- 
lavia. 


1984 — 
Los Angeles 


Soccer, unexpectedly, 
was the showcase of an 
incredibly slanted 
“America first’? Olym- 
pic extravaganza despite 
the Soviet bloc’s 


boycott. 

Frenetic flag-wayving 
Americans only had 
eyes for their sports- 
men. They still packed 
all Soccer venues — not 
because of their love of 
Soccer, but because Soc- 
cer tickets were the only 
ones available. The 
biased local media, 
especially television, 
ignored the sport. 


The following teams 
survived the four pre- 
liminary groups: France, 
Chile, Yugoslavia, 
Canada, Brazil, West 
Germany, Italy and 
Egypt. 

Chile, Italy and West 
Germany were late 
additions, replacing the 
boycotting Soviet Un- 
ion, Czechoslovakia and 
East Germany. 


Italy beat Chile 1-0; 
France ousted Egypt 
2-0; Brazil eliminated 
Canada 5-3, after a 
penalty shootout; and 
Yugoslavia converted a 
0-2 deficit into a 5-2 vic- 
tory over West Ger- 
many to qualify for the 
semi-finals. 

In an action-packed 
semifinal, in front of 
100,000 specators at 
Pasadena, a Los 
Angeles suburb, France 
ousted Yugoslavia 4-2 
after extra-time. 

A sensational game 
saw France race to a 2-0 
lead. Yugoslavia had 
two players sent off, yet 
managed to draw level 
2-2 before running out 
of steam, with nine men, 
in extra-time. 


Brazil had a less 
dramatic win against Ita- 
ly in the other semifinal, 
winning 1-0 through an 
84th minute goal. 

The final attracted a 
capacity near-102,000 
crowd, again at the Rose 
Bowl. 

France, fielding what 
was virtually its national 
““B”’ team, notched a 
comfortable 2-0 win 
with goals by Xuereb 
and Brisson. 

Brazil was repre- 
sented at the Games by 
a “select” of Internacio- 
nal Porto Alegre and 
Gremio professionals. 

Yugoslavia downed 
Italy 2-1 for the bronze, 
again in front of 100,000 
at Pasadena. 
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Action from the 1984 Olympics. Above left: Brazil's Gilmar is impeded by 

the Saudi Arabian goalie and his fullback, but Brazil still won 3-1. Above 

right: Yugoslavia beat West Germany 5-2. Two of their goals were 
headers. 
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ONLY nine of the 
players who visited 
Australia in Argenti- 
na’s ill-fated 
Bicentennial Gold 
Cup venture have 
been selected for 
the Olympic Games. 

Argentina’s Olympic 
contingent will be 
headed by World Cup 
team supremo Carlos 
Bilardo, who expects no 
more than five players 
from this squad to go on 
to defend the world title 
in Italy in 1990. 

The “Australian” 
players to survive are 
goalkeeper Luis Islas; 
defenders Mario Lucca, 
Pedro Monzon and 
Claudio Cabrera; mid- 
fielders Diego Simeone 
and Nestor Lorenzo; 
and strikers Nestor Fab- 
bri, Dario Siviski and 
Hernan Diaz. 

Like its Brazilian 
counterpart, South 
America’s only other 
representative in South 
Korea is now in the Un- 
ited States for several 
warm-up games. 

Just before setting up 
Olympic residence in 
Taegu, the Argentines 
will play a final practice 
match in Japan. 

Argentina has been 
drawn in Group C, with 
the Soviet Union, the 
USA and host country, 
South Korea — no-one’s 
idea of an easy draw. 

The games against the 
Americans and the 
USSR will be played in 
Taegu, but the big clash 
against South Korea is 
scheduled for the bust- 
ling port city of Pusan 
which has a much larger 
stadium, capable of 
accommodating 50,000 
spectators. 


ap 


BY LOU GAUTIER and MARIO ETCHART 


And you can bet your 
bottom dollar that every 
seat will be filled as this 
match, on September 
22, may well decide 
which team joins the 
favoured Soviets in the 
quarter-finals. 


Few Olympic honours 
have come Argentina’s 
way — in any sport. 


With the exception of 
a silver medal, way back 
in Amsterdam in 1928, 
when Argentina lost a 
memorable Olympic 
Soccer final to 
neighbouring Uruguay, 
the Argentines have 
made scant impression. 


Under FIFA’s pre- 
vious rules, Argentina 
was hard-pressed to 
field an amateur team of 
international standing as 
any promising player 
would, naturally, turn 
professional at an early 
age. 


The highly critical 
Argentine press, where 
the tall poppy syndrome 
is also alive and well, 
doubts 1988 will be a 
particularly successful 
year for their Olympic 
athletes. 


A quarter-final Soccer 
berth, at the expense of 
the mighty USSR or the 
highly motivated South 
Koreans, would already 
be hailed as an achieve- 
ment. 


Should Argentina fin- 
ish second in their 
group, their opponents 
in the quarter-final 
would then be the win- 
ners of Australia’s 
group. 

The stage may yet be 
set for an explosive Bra- 
zil-Argentina in Pusan 
on September 25. 


Argentina’s Olympic 
squad: 


Goalkeepers: Luis 
Islas, Fabian Cance- 
larich. 

Defenders and mid- 
fielders: Nestor Loren- 
zo, Mario Lucca, Carlos 
Mayor, Claudio Cab- 
tera, Diego Simeone, 
Pedro Monzon, Anibal 
Hernandez ,Ruben 
Aguero, Nestor Fabbri, 
Hugo Perez, Alberto 
Boggio, Hernan Diaz 
and Dario Siviski. 

Strikers: Alejandro 
Ruiz Diaz, Jorge Com- 
as, Mauro Aires, Ale- 
jandro Russo. 


Barcelona 
Brazilian 


CRACK Brazilian 
right back, Aloisio, 
who made a name 
for himself during 
the Bicentennial 
Gold Cup and on 
Brazil’s subsequent 
mini-tour of Europe, 
is headed for Spain 
after Seoul. 


Johan Cruyff’s free- 
wheeling CF Barcelona 
splashed a million dol- 
Jars to buy him from In- 
ternacional Porto 
Alegre. 


The Brazilian media 
voted him the national 
team’s best defender, on 
par with captain Ricar- 
do, during the Gold 
Cup. 

Until then, he was vir- 
tually “unknown” at 
national level, though 
successful with his un- 
glamorous provincial 

club team. 


— LOU GAUTIER 


The men in the middle 


VICTORIAN Chris 
Bambridge 
achieved a rare dou- 
ble when he was 
chosen amongst 
the 24 referees who 
will officiate at the 
1988 Olympic 
Games. 

Bambridge notched 
the “first leg” of the 
double when he re- 


tfereed in the last World 
Cup in Mexico. 


Who will ever forget 
the sensational first 
round game between 
Brazil and Spain at 
Guadalajara? 

Bambridge denied 
Spain’s Michel a “goal” 
— quite rightly so, I 
thought — but the Span- 
ish press crucified him. 

His name is still “dirt” 
in the Spanish-language 
world. 

Tony Boskovic was 
Australia’s World Cup 
pioneer when chosen for 
1974 World Cup duty. 

His debut, too, was 
sensational as he whis- 
tled no less than three 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


penalties and dispensed 
yellow cards galore in 
the course of Holland’s 
4-1 win against Bulgaria 
in Hannover. 

Boskovic, of course, 
also officiated at the 
1982 World Cup finals in 
Spain. 

He was in control 
when Algeria beat Chile 
3-2 — an uneventful, 
well refereed match. 

All the above, how- 
ever, pales in compari- 
son to the feat achieved 
by Ron Wright. 

Wright, Australia’s 
leading whistler in the 
late 40s and early fifties, 
was given the honour of 
refereeing the 1956 
Olympic final between 
the Soviet Union and 
Yugoslavia at the Mel- 
bourne Cricket. 

His performance was 
flawless, and even the 
Yugoslavs, who lost 0-1 
in front of a capacity 
crowd of 100,000 specta- 
tors, had no complaints. 


The referees for the 
Olympic tournament: 
Al-Sharif Jamal — 


IRAQ’s top two players, who bask in 
celebrity status in Baghdad, are twin strik- 
ers Karim Allawi and Saad Nouman. 


They are the only 
members of the Seoul- 
bound Olympic squad 
who have enjoyed spe- 
cial dispensation from 
serving in the armed 
forces during the 
murderous Iran-Iraq 
war. 


Their presence was 
required on the home 
front to boost civilian 
morale. 


Allawi and Nouman 
carry their devastated 
country’s not unreason- 
able hopes of qualifying 
for the quarter-finals, 
behind Italy, but ahead 
of Zambia and Guate- 
mala, a late replacement 


The 
Countdown 
to 


Seoul 


for Mexico, in a some- 
what “soft” Group B. 
If only Australia had 
inherited such a group. 
— LOU GAUTIER 


DUTCH-based Socceroo David Mitchell has 
been quoted as saying that no amount of]; 


Syria, Chris Bambridge 
— Australia, Gerard 
Biguet — France, Juan 
Cardellino San Vicente 
— Uruguay, Choi Gil 
Soo — South Korea, 
Edgardo Codesal Men- 
dez — Mexico, Arnaldo 
Coelho — Brazil, Jesus 
Diego Palacio — Col- 
ombia, Jean Fidele Di- 
tamba — Gabon, Keith 
Hackett — England, 
Ken Hope — Scotland, 
Tullio Lanese — Italy, 
Baba Laoussi — Moroc- 
co, Michal Listkiewicz 
— Poland, Juan Carlos 
Loustau — Argentina, 
Abdul Rahman Mandi 
— Bahrain, Vincent 
Mauro — USA, Kurt 
Reothlisberger — 
Switzerland, Sene 
Badara — Senegal, Her- 
nan Silva Arce — Chile, 
Lennox Sirjuesingh — 
Trinidad & Tobago, 
Alexei Spirin — USSR, 
Shizuo Takada — 


Japan, Karl-Heinz 
Tritschler — West 


Germany. 


money in the world can replace the feeling 
a sportsman has when he participates in 
the Olympic Games’ opening ceremony. 


Mitchell will be at the 
Games alright — his 
club, Feyenoord, has, 


Modest US hopes 


THE US team for the Olympics is a mix of 
university players, professionals from the 
indoor league, semi-pros from the Amer- 
ican Soccer League, and a small overseas 


contigent. 


The Americans, who are scheduled to meet South 
Korea, Argentina and the USSR in a very tough 
Group C, have modest ambitions. 

They are the first to admit their goal will be to 
pack their defence to avoid humiliating defeats 
which would set Soccer back even further in the US. 

Their best players are striker Chico Borja, veter- 
an, and ex-Cosmos midfielder, Ricky Davis, Bour- 
nemouth (England)-based left winger Brent Goulet, 
and midfielder Paul Caligiuri, who plays for West 
German Second Division side Meppen. 

The Americans’ technique is crude at best, but 
their fighting spirit is tremendous and they will run 
until they drop, no matter the score against them. 

The likely US line-up in the Olympic opener 
against Argentina, in Taegu, on September 18: 

Vanola, Diffley, Trittschuh, Doyle, Banks, 
Davis, Krupe, Borja, Gabarra, Vermes, Goulet. 
Substitutes: Klopas, Eichmann, Murray. 


— LOU GAUTIER 


NEXT WEEK — AN ASW 
EXCLUSIVE ON AUSTRALIA’S 
NIGERIAN OPPONENTS 


albeit reluctantly, 
agreed to release him 
for national team duty in 
South Korea — but his 
prospects of marching 
around the stadium and 
participating in the cere- 
monies are virtually nil. 


The Socceroos will be 
based in Kwangju, some 
350kms from Seoul, and 
the organisers have only 
scheduled Olympians 
quartered at the Olym- 
pic Village for the 
march-past of nations. 


And even then, only a 
handful will be permit- 
ted to remain inside the 
stadium when the Olym- 
pic flame is lit, the flag 
unfurled and _ the 
athletes’ oath taken. 


The vast majority of 
athletes will be re- 
stricted to just one lap of 
the tartan track behind 
their country’s flagbear- 
er before being herded 
outside the stadium, 
under a giant marquee if 
it’s raining, from where 
they will watch the 
spectacular proceedings 
on giant screens. 


Odds are thati every 
member of the Aussie 
squad will be viewing 
the extravaganza from 
their provincial retreat 
on television like the 
Test of us. 


Sorry guys... 
— LOU GAUTIER 
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ANTHONY FRANKEN 
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ROBERTO 
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NATIONAL YOUTH 29 
LEAGUE Marconi’s rare double 


BY ALISTAIR RUSSELL 


CLUB Marconi was 
a sea of celebration 
last Sunday evening 
as not only are they 
the National West 
End champions but 
their youth team 
downed Sunshine 
2-1 in an exciting 
match to win the 
national grand final. 

It was not all that 
simple for Marconi, 
however, as they fought 
back with the de- 
termination that has 
taken them from fourth 
place to equalise with 
only nine minutes left 
and score the winner on 
full-time. 

In an even first half, 
Sunshine took a con- 
troversial lead in the 
20th minute when 
Lorenz Kindtner tried a 
speculative shot that re- 
bounded off the arm of 
Marconi defender Jason 
Mammone. Referee 


Socceroo 


farewell 


A HUGE gathering 
packed into the 
Sydney Town Hall 
last night to official- 
ly farewell the 
national team. 

Coach Frank Arok 
and his party leave for 
the Olympic Games in 
Seoul on Saturday. 

To our knowledge it is 
only the second time 
that the Sydney Town 
Hall has hosted a Soccer 
gathering. 

Way back in 1925 a 
welcome concert was 
held to herald the arrival 
of the first English pro- 
fessional team to tour 
Australia. 

On this occasion it is 
an Australian squad 
which is about to leave 
‘on very urgent business. 

NSW premier Nick 
Greiner took time off 
from parliamentary 
affairs to make a speech. 

Entertainment pro- 
vided was of the highest 
order, and expressions 
of goodwill were piled 
upon the Roos. 


Gordon Dunster had no 
hesitation awarding 
Sunshine the spot-kick. 

Justice seemed to 
have been done when 
Hughes saved the penal- 
ty from George Kar- 
kaledis, but referee 
Dunster ordered the 
kick retaken as Hughes 
had moved early. At the 
second attempt, Kar- 
kaledis made no 
mistake. 

Gunning, Calaguiri 
and Klaus Okon went 
close for Marconi. But, 
despite having most of 
the ball, Marconi were 
not as dangerous as their 
opponents and Gary 
Hasler continually 
turned the Leopards’ 
defence inside out. 

Hasler almost put the 
southerners ahead 2-0 in 
the 38th minute with a 
raid down the right flank 
but Hughes again re- 


Olympic 


Games 
Soccer TV 


THE TEN NETWORK 
has provided the 
general sketch of 
the timing for Olym- 
pic Games cover. of 
the Socceroos. 

According to their 

advice, the position is: 
© Sunday, Sept 18: Aus- 
tralia vy Yugoslavia. First 
half in the 2pm to 6pm 
slot, and the second half 
after Eye Witness News 
at 6.3pm. 
© Tuesday, Sept 20: Aus- 
tralia v Brazil. In the 
7.30-10.30pm timeslot. 
e Thursday, Sept 22: 
Australia v Nigeria. 
Also in the 7.30- 
10.30pm slot. 

As an example, in the 
latter case the three- 
hour period will be 
shared between Soccer, 
cycling semi-finals and 
gymnastics. 

The Australian team 

leaves on flight QF 809 
at 8.15pm on Saturday 
night. 
All competitors and 
their families will 
participate in a farewell 
party from 6pm-7pm. 

Guest of honour will 
be the Prime Minister, 
Bob Hawke. 


WANTED 


YOUTH LEAGUE 
COACHES 


Rockdale Ilinden 
Soccer Club 


Please apply in writing to 
P.O. Box 95, Rockdale 2216. 


Trials for the Rockdale Minden 
Youth League teams will begin on 
Saturday, October 15 at 9am at 
Tempe Reserve, Tempe, and continue 
Sunday, October 23, Sunday, October 
30 and November 6 and November 13. 


scued Marconi with a 
fine save. In the colli- 
sion, Hasler had to be 
replaced and the fire- 
works in the Sunshine 
attack virtually 
vanished. 

The second half was 
not nearly as subdued as 
the first. Both sides had 
chances early, with Mar- 
coni looking for the 
equaliser and Sunshine 
exposing the threadbare 
defence at the Marconi 
end. 

Carlos Vanegas, the 
hero from the Marconi 
triumphs in recent 
weeks, was let loose by 
Vince Colaguiri 10 mi- 
nutes in but, after 
rounding the keeper, 
the striker lost balance 
and defender Alevizos 
cleared. . 

A minute later, Geoff 
Gunning volleyed over 
the bar after Greg Car- 
luccio had crossed from 
the right. 

Substitute Nick Papa- 
dopoulos should have 
put the game beyond 
Marconi in the 65th mi- 
nute when he got a 
fortunate bounce off the 
referee, but with only 
Hughes to beat from 
right in front, Papado- 
poulos failed to net and 
the Marconi custodian 
saved. 


Olympic 
delay 
O.K. 


TEAMS participat- 
ing in the three 
main European club 
competitions will 
be allowed to defer 
their first round 


second leg games ~ 


by one week if they 
have two or more 
players engaged in 
the Olympic final. 

The UEFA, Euro- 
pean Soccer’s ruling 
body, took this decision 
when several clubs ob- 
jected to playing on 
October 5 — only four 
days after the Olympic 
final in Seoul. 

Clubs with two or 
more players in national 
teams contesting the 
Olympic final may post- 
pone their second leg 
games until October 12. 

Clubs involved 
include: 
© Goteborg, Norkop- 
ping, Oesters — Sweden 
@ Werder Bremen, FC 
Koln, Bayern Munich — 
West Germany 
© Red Star Belgrade, 
Velez Mostar, Partizan 
Belgrade — Yugoslavia 
@ Inter Milan, AS Roma 
— Italy 
© Spartak and Torpedo 
Moscow — USSR 


WEDDINGS, 
CHRISTENING 
CONFERENCES 
We are the best! 

We are the cheapest! 

* High quality service 
IN THE HEART OF 
SYDNEY 
Beautiful atmosphere and 
professional service. 

* INFORMATION... 
& 663 3618 
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Vanegas almost snuck 
in a goal at the near post 
and Gunning was denied 
by the body of Talia as 
Marconi poured on the 
pressure midway 
through the second half. 

With Marconi so com- 
mitted in hunt of the 
equaliser, gaping holes 
also appeared in their 
backline. One such hole 
was exploited by Athan 
Azharias with 20 mi- 
nutes left. However, 
with the goal in sight, 
Hughes pulled off a 
tremendous save and 
backed up to bravely 
dive at the feet of Papa- 
dopoulos following 
through. 

Hughes, the Marconi 
skipper, had inspired his 
players into action. With 
only nine minutes left, 
and the match slipping 
out of reach, the clever 
Colaguiri slipped a pass 
in for Gunning to swivel 
and crack the ball home. 

Two minutes later, 
and with Marconi on 
fire, Colaguiri slammed 
a shot against the bar 
and it was debatable as 
to whether George 
Cross could hang on. 

With only seconds re- 
maining in normal time, 
substitute Tony Messina 
threaed a pass through 
the Sunshine defence to 
the unmarked Colagur- 
ri, who turned and 
crashed his shot high 
into the Sunshine net. 

Hughes collected his 
second trophy in a 
week; Marconi cele- 
brated and Sunshine 
were left to be 
bridesmaids for the 
second year in a row. 

MARCONI: Hughes, Aglaso- 
tis (Lopes), Cortes, Mammone, 
Charlewood, Gunning, Cariuc- 
clo, Lovan, Colaguirl, K. Okon, 
Vanegas (Messina). 
SUNSHINE: Talla, Alevisos, 
Clantar, Marth, Kotzamic! 
Radobuljac, Kindtne' 
kaledis, Clarke, Zacha 
Hasler (Papadopoucs). 


ee 


Danny Craini 
at Olympic Park. Coming in to ch 


aos i # 
Manis Lamond (left) , 
.and Robert Wheatley » 
in action during last 
w Sunday's Marconi- 
4 Sydney Croatia grand 
| final. Lamond scored 
2) Croatia’s second half & 
go-ahead goal, but 
Marconi captured the _ 
title. Wheatley came 
in as a 15th minute 
substitute for Matteo 
Colucci and played a 
~ key role in his team’s 
dramatic come-from- 
behind victory. FRANK 
SAYA Pic. 


ie‘s cultured left foot gets his pass away for Wollongong City 
allenge is Melbourne Croatia’s Josip 


Biskic — a CARMELO BAZZANO picture. 


JOHN FLEMING, 
who surprised the 
Soccer community 
by taking the Wol- 
longong Wolves 
through to the 
minor premiership 
and the preliminary 
final, is keen to lead 
the club to as big or 
bigger things in 
1989. 

And there is little 
doubt that chairman 
Lawrie Kelly and his 
board will not come to 
an agreement with him. 

Reviewing the season 
to ASW, Fleming said: 
“I felt certain at the 


} start of the year that we 


would end up in the five, 
and could do better than 
that again. 

“It wasn’t a widely 
shared view, especially 
as we were coming up 
from the NSW State 
League and didn’t have 
many additions, apart 
from the guest players 
coming in from time to 
time. 


JOHN FLEMING 


“Towards the end 
the players could see 
just what they could do, 
as they played so well as 
a unit. 


“Look at the fact 
that 15 of them scored at 
one time or another in 
the league. 

“Our job is now to 
retain the squad that we 


have, and improve it 
where possible.” 

The Wolves had an 
extremely good record 
in 1988, only once losing 
in away matches in Mel- 
bourne. 

Dannie Crainie would 
only consider staying on 
if he can secure a job, 
otherwise he might re- 
turn to Melbourne. 

Jeff Ainsworth, the 
former Liverpool re- 
serve player, was con- 
templating retirement, 
but the club hopes that 
he will be right after the 
break. 

It seems unlikely that 
Marshall Soper will re- 
turn, but it is difficult to 
track just what his 
career will be. Wollon- 
gong will be one club 
that will remain in touch 
with him. 

Scott Dickson missed 
the whole season due to 
his knee injury. 

He is certainly an 
NSL class defender, but 
whether the knee clears 
up enough for him to 
make the grade remains 
to be seen. 


SUTHERLAND SHIRE 
SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 


COACHES 
REQUIRED 


for 1989 season 


First grade and under 19. 
Applications detailing experience and 
remuneration required should be posted 
to the Secretary, 

240 Gymea Bay Rd, Gymea Bay 2227. 
Closing date September 21. 


Paul Carter (centre) is the meat in this grand 
Gomez (left) and Croatia striker Robbie Slater — FRANK SAYA photo. 


final sandwich between tea 


-mate Gerry 


Big match highlights 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


THERE were thrills-a-minute in the superb 1988 
West End National League grand final at Parra- 
matta Stadium last Sunday. 

The 17,000-plus crowd was on its feet for 120 
minutes of end-to-end action and excitement 
reached fever peak during the shoot-out. 

The following were just some of the high- 
lights of a truly memorable game: 


First half 


© 4 min: Slater fouls Nas- 
tevski. Calderan takes 
the 25-metre freekick 
himself. The ball 
bounces off Hunter for 
the first corner of the 
match. 
© 6 min: Lamond sends a 
perfect through — ball 
for Arnold. Catlin 
senses the danger and 
smothers the ball at the 
feet of the menacing 
Socceroo. 
© 9 min: A huge lapse by 
Hunter, who carelessly 
loses the ball midfield to 
let Lowe through, but 
his shot is cleared 
almost off the line by 
Jones. Thirty seconds 
later, Carter’s low 
ground shot is well 
saved by Franken, 
diving full length. 


© 12 min: A dangerous 
Croatia ‘‘1-2-3” featur- 
ing Clinch, Jennings and 
Slater yields nothing as 
the latter volleys just 
-over Catlin’s bar. 

© 15 min: Robert Wheat- 
ley comes in for the in- 
jured Matteo Colucci. 

© 20 min: Petkovic to 
Slater, who’s through — 
but his shot is acroba- 
tically palmed out by 
Catlin back to Slater, 
who passes to Arnold, 
but the alert Henderson 
intercepts. 

© 27 min: A 30-metre 
screamer by Hunter just 
whizzes low and hard to 
Catlin’s left. 

@ 29 min: An Arnold 
“dive’’ in the penalty 
area is rightly ignored 
by referee Chris Bam- 
bridge. 

@ 33 min: Another sur- 
prise long shot from 
Hunter almost catches 
Catlin off-guard as he 
needs two attempts to 
block the piledriver. 


© 34 min: Some Nastevski 
“‘magic”’: he dribbles 
past two defenders, 
then backheels — but 
he’s too clever by half 
for his team-mates and 
the ball is wasted. 


© 37 min: Clinch’s header 
brilliantly saved by the 
flying Catlin. 

© 39 min: Farina works 
the ball on the left wing, 
crosses into the goal- 
mouth where Lowe 
backheels to Gomez, 
who deflects it for Cal- 
deran to score as Frank- 
en is stranded on his 
line. 1-0 Marconi. 


Second half 


© 47 min: Carter pulls Sla- 
ter down. Croatia claim 
a penalty, but the re- 
feree awards the 
freekick on the 18- 
metre line from whence 
Arnold’s shot bounces 
off a mass of defending 
Marconi players. 

© 57 min: Hunter converts 
a glorious Lamond cross 
into 2 superb equaliser 
with a fierce full- 
blooded 22-metre goal 
which nearly tears the 
net. Croatia 1 Marconi 
1. 

© 63 min: Petkovic gets 
his marching orders for 
foolishly, and quite un- 
necessarily, sticking a 
foot out at Wheatley. 

© 65 min: Referee Bam- 
bridge “evens” the odds 
by sending Gomez off 
for a foul on Slater. 

© 75 min: Jennings hand- 
les, After a retaken 
freekick, Nastevski’s 
cannonball drive brings 
out a stupendous save 
from Franken. From the 
ensuing corner, Katho- 
los hits the sidenetting. 

© 81 min: Hunter doesn’t 
hear the referee’s whis- 
tle for offside and 
“scores” as the Marconi 
defence pulls up. 

© 83 min: A wicked 20- 
metre shot from Nas- 
tevski, out of nowhere, 
isn’t all that far off the 
mark. 

© 85 min: Lowe races into 
the open but ruins his 
solo effort with a feeble 
shot, low and wide. 

© 89 min: Nastevski has a 
Jast-gasp shot deflected 
into corner by Jennings. 
He takes the corner 
himself. Rozic clears 


the danger as the re- 
feree whistles the end of 
the regulation 90 
minutes. 


Extra-time 


© 90 min: Craig Foster 
comes in for the brave 
Wally Savor who sol- 
diered on for the full 90 
minutes. 

@ 92 min: Lamond’s cor- 
nerkick is cleared off 
the Marconi goal-line by 
Carter. 

© 98 min: Two long-range 
attempts by the ever- 
foraging Slater sail over 
the bar. 

© 100 min: Katholos and 
Lowe in a clever “1-2” 
before passing to Fari- 
na, who overruns the 
ball across the line. 

© 105 min: Fred de Jong 
in for David Lowe in the 
Marconi line-up. 

© 107 min: Quickly in ac- 
tion, de Jong passes to 
Farina, who bullocks his 
way around Rozic and 
Hunter, sending Nas- 
tevski through. The 
Yugoslav takes a “dive” 
while dispossessed and 
no-one is surprised 
when Chris Bambridge 
waves play on. 

© 108 min: Slater, again 
creating havoc on the 
right flank, sends a cross 
over for Lamond to 
score with the sweetest 
of headers. A truly great 
goal. Croatia 2 Marconi 

@ 109 min: Jones almost 
puts through his own 


goal when turned inside 
out by Nastevski. 

© 113 min: From Katho- 
los’ curling corner kick, 
a “‘vicious’’ Nastevski 
header is is well saved 
by a fully stretched 
Franken. 

© 114 min: Gray’s 20- 
metre desperation shot 
forces a corner, from 
which Calderan hits the 
Jeft upright. 

© 117 min: Jones has no 
recourse but to pull the 
streaking Farina down 
in the area as a goal 
appeared imminent. A 
clear penalty — which 
Nastevski, “‘Mr Cool’’, 
calmly slots into the net 
for a late equaliser. 
Marconi 2 Croatia 2. 

© 115 min: Sean Ingham 
in for Manis Lamond. 


Shoot-Out 


Marconi’s 5-4 win in 
the dramatic shoot-out 
“lottery’’ came in the 
following sequence: 

Arnold goal: 1-0 

Croatia, Gray goal: 1-1, 
Slater miss: 1-1, Farina 
goal: 2-1 Marconi; Jen- 
nings goal: 2-2, Wheatley 
miss: 2-2, Jones goal: 3-2 
Croatia; Katholos goal: 3- 
3; Hunter goal: 4-3; Nas- 
tevski goal: 4-4; 
Clinch miss: 4-4; Hender- 
son goal: 5-4 — and the 
1988 NSL title to Marconi 
after a truly spendid 
grand final in which there 
teally were no losers, and 
only one winner — 
Soccer. 


MELITA EAGLES 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


invite applications for 


TEAM 
COACHES 


for Under 13,14,15,17 years and 


GOALKEEPER COACH 


Applications close September 17 
and should be addressed to 
The Secretary, A. Preston, 

23 Cook St, Dundas 2117. 


@ (02) 871 4289 


BY LOU GAUTIER 
MARCONI and Sydney Croatia did Austra- 
lian Soccer proud as they turned on the 
fireworks to thoroughly entertain an en- 
thralled Parramatta Stadium crowd in the 
West End National League Grand Final last 


Sunday. 


The 5-4 penalty shoot- 
out scoreline in Mar- 
coni’s favour — which 
broke a 120-minute 2-2 
deadlock — was almost 
irrelevant.There was 
one winner: 


The 17,064-strong 
attendance played its 
part in making this a 
very special event. The 
atmosphere was elec- 
trifying with both sets of 
supporters bedecked 
with giant flags and ban- 
ners, not to mention the 
occasional flares, trum- 
pets and rattles. 

The larger Croatia 
contingent lay claim to 
the scoreboard end and 
the Marconi faithful 
took possession of the 
smaller grass embank- 
ment at the other end. 

Little wonder, then, 
that the players re- 
sponded, rising to the 
momentous occasion in 
what was generally rec- 
ognised as one the best 
games seen at club level 
in Australia for a long 
time. 

Pre-National League 
grand finals may have 
attracted larger crowds, 
but for sheer drama and 
for the quality of play, 
this one ranks at the 
very top. 

The game was watch- 
ed by a record Sydney 
NSL club attendance. 
More games like that 
and five-figure crowds 
would be the weekly 
norm rather than the 
one-off exception. 

Australian Soccer, in 
desperate need of a 
showcase to display its 
wares, found it in last 
Sunday’s vibrant nail- 
biter. 

Marconi achieved 
what no other club had 
done by winning the title 
from the fourth place. 
The feat was all the 
sweeter as this year the 
premiership was also on 


the line. 

Marconi, which last 
won a grand final in 
1979, hit form at the 
tight moment and 
momentum was clearly 
in their favour, but there 
is such a fine line be- 
tween the ecsatsy of vic- 
tory and the agony of 
defeat that victory could 
just as easily smiled on 
Sydney Croatia in this 
epic battle. 

No amount of money 
could have bought a bet- 
ter script to top off pro- 
ceedings. 

How fitting it was that 
it was Tony Henderson 
who strode to the penal- 
ty spot for the final, 
title-winning, kick of the 
nerve-tingling shoot- 
out. 

By duly coverting, 
Henderson not only 
brought victory to his 
jubilantly grateful team- 
mates in his record 
295th NSL appearance, 
but he equalled the feat 
of his hero, John War- 
ten, who also bowed out 
of senior football with a 
goal in a winning grand 
final (in 1974, against 
Hakoah, in extra-time). 

As “Hendo” put it 
so aptly: “ A Holly- 
wood script couldn’t 
have been written more 
perfectly.” 

While the Marconi 
dressing room was bath- 
ed in free-flowing cham- 
pagne, the silence in the 
Croatia locker room, 
just down the hall, was 
deafening. Fate hadn’t 
been kind to them. Vic- 
tory was snatched away 
just as it was so tantal- 
isingly close. 

If only they had held 
out for another four 
minutes. 

It takes two teams to 
produce a great match. 
Marconi and Croatia 
were such sides and I 
will not disassociate 
them. 


As far as I am con- 
cerned, both were win- 
ners although only Mar- 
coni will show in the re- 
cord books. 

The NSL might want 
to look at the feasibility 
of a replay should future 
grand finalists finish on 
level terms at the con- 
clusion of 120 minutes. 

It does seem cruel 
that the outcome should 
depend on a chancy 
shoot-out situation. Is 
there anybody who 
doubts that a replay of 
this year’s spectacular 
would have brought out 
a 20,000-plus crowd? 

Both teams were well 
served by a host of play- 
ers. Actually, not a sing- 
le man "failed”. They 
all rose to the 
stupendous occasion. 
All were stars in their 
own right. 

Peter Katholos, who 
won his second consecu- 
tive grand final, con- 
founded his critics and 
wasn’t far from Marconi 
player-of-the-match sta- 
tus as were Zlatko Nas- 
tevski, Paul Carter, 
Steve Calderan and 
Frank Farina, especially 
after the first half. 

None performed bet- 
ter than Robbie Slater 
for Croatia. It was a 
tragedy that, of all play- 
ers, he would be one of 
the two Croatia men to 
fluff their shoot-out 
spot-kicks. Manis 
Lamond, Graham Jen- 
nings and Graham 
Arnold also caught the 
eye for the dreadfully 
unlucky losers. 

But, let me repeat, 
there were only winners 
last Sunday in a heart- 
warming climax to the 
1988 season. 

MARCONI: Catlin, Carter, 
Colucci (Wheatley 15), Hender- 
son, Calderan, Gray, Gomez 
(sent off 65m), Nastevskl, Fart- 
na, Katholos, Lowe (de Jong 
105m). 

SYDNEY CROATIA: Franken, 
Savor (Foster 91m), Jennings, 
Hunter, Rozic, Clinch, Slater, 
Jones, Arnold, Petkovic (sent 
off 63m), Lamond (Ingham 
115m). 

Scorers (regular and extra- 
time only): Calderan 39m, Nas- 
tevski 117m (penalty) for Marco- 
nl; Hunter 57 m, Lamond 106m 
for Croatia. 


TEAM NOMINATIONS CLOSING SOON 
HURRY!! DON'T YOU MISS OUT 


ITS JUST THAT 


INDOOR SOCCER COMPETITION 
Beverly Hills, Eastern Suburbs, Canterbury 
& Parramatta 


-cash prizes to top 3 teams. 

-other consolation prizes. 

.social functions. 

- have your own team or join one. 
.open grades competition. 


RING:5S58-9502 a.h. only 
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BY GREG RUSSELL 


IT was really during 
the World Youth 
Championships in 
1981 that new ASF 
general secretary 
Alan Vessey began 
to realise the im- 
portance Soccer 
plays in the lives of 
so many people 
around the world. 

Vessey, whose back- 
ground was one of Aus- 
tralian Rules and cricket 
in Melbourne, was in 
charge of the Brisbane- 
based group of the 
tournament which in- 
cluded Arab oil mil- 
lionaires, Qatar. 

Vessey and QSF pres- 
ident Ian Brusasco had 
been invited to a func- 
tion being put on by 
Qatar after their final 
match. 

As Qatar’s had been 
the early game on the 
evening’s double-head- 
er, Vessey explained to 
the organisers that he 
and Brusasco would be 


late as they had to stay 
at Lang Park until the 
other match was 
finished. 

“We finished what we 
had to do at the ground 
and arrived at Qatar’s 
hotel about 10.30,” Ves- 
sey said. “We fully ex- 
pected the function to 
be well underway and 
hoped to slip in with the 
minimum of fuss. 

“‘Wewalked into the 
function room and 
found everyone sitting 
there waiting. As 
representatives of the 
host federation, we were 
considered the guests of 
honour, and the Qatar 
officials refused the 
meal to begin until we 
arrived, 

“Everyone had been 
made to wait for nearly 
two hours. That instance 
highlights just how in- 
ternational Soccer is and 
what an important part 
it plays in the lives of so 
many people around the 
world, 

“T think in understan- 
ding that for many peo- 
ple the game is their 


FIFA hots up their 
fair play campaign 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


FIFA’s drive to improve Soccer’s image on 
the field of play represents a change to the 
commonly accepted understanding of the 


ubiquitous yellow card. 


Generally considered 
to be exclusively a 
powerful warning, as in- 
deed it largely is, the in- 
ternational body has 
given it a new and 
doubtless better in- 
terpretation. 

They have begun a 
campaign to get the 
message across that the 
yellow peril represents a 
requirement that players 
show restraint in their 
actions, and respond to 
the call for ‘fair play’ in 
Particular. 

It is ‘stop fouling’ and 
‘fair play, please’ rolled 
into one, and is designed 
to bring to bear more 
persuasion than simply 
threats of dire consequ- 
ences to come. 


Mr JOE ROVELLA 


CLUB COACH 
WANTED 


Applicants are now being invited to apply for the 
position of CLUB COACH for the 1989 Season. 
Team range from U16s to Premier League. As a 
guide, 35 male teams and six female teams are in 
the club. 

We are seeking a suitably qualified person to 
develope training skills and technique for both 
players and coaches at both Junior and Senior 

levels. Written applications (including references 
and experience) should be forwarded to: 
THE SECRETARY, 
GREYSTANES SOCCER CLUB, 
P.O. BOX 230 
MERRYLANDS. NSW. 2160. 
Applicants will be invited to attend an interview with 
the Executive Committee to discuss their 
application in all matters relating to this position. 
Initial inquiries may be made hy contacting: 
(02) 268 9126 (Bus hrs) 
APPLICATIONS CLOSE October 14th 1988. 


Of course the dete- 
tent value of the warn- 
ing must continue to de- 
pend upon the extent of 
each individual misde- 
meanour. Nothing will 
change that. 

But action towards 
fair play under any 
circumstance can only 
be applauded. 

More so in a country 
such as Australia, where 
other codes that hold 
sway have a consider- 
able degree of violence 
built into their opera- 
tions. 

In many parts of this 
country Soccer has a 
well earnt reputation of 
being a game that com- 
bines vigour with self- 
control. 


lives helps in admi- 
nistrating the code and 
handling many of the 
awkward situations 
which arise.” 

After 13 years as the 
secretary, then execu- 
tive director of the 
Queensland Soccer 
Federation, there are 
few ‘‘awkward situa- 
tions’”’ which have ever 
stumped Vessey. And 
his highly-respected 
administrative skills 
have now taken him to 
the ASF office as the 
code’s new general 
secretary. 

Vessey, 49, was 
chosen ahead of 45 
other applicants to re- 
place Brian Emery. 

Although Vessey’s 
appointment came after 
the elevation of the 
QSF’s Ian Brusasco to 
the ASF chairmanship, 
those who know or have 
dealt with Vessey know 
he has been chosen on 
his merits. 

“Tf me being a 
Queenslander had been 
a problem, then the 
states would not have 


ratified my appoint- 
ment. I believe that in 
appointing me they have 
selected me because I 
was the best man for the 
job,” Vessey said. 

“Through my work in 
the ASF office I intend 
to prove that.” 

After 13 years in a 
similar role at state 
level, he admits it is 
hard to leave Perry Park 
and the QSF. 

“T have always looked 
upon my involvement in 
sport as a career,” he 
said. ‘‘To be honest, I 
didn’t expect the ASF 
position to become 
available, but when it 
did, after talking with 
my family, I decided 
now was the time to do 
it. 

“It is difficult to leave 
Perry Park. I have 
tremendous memories 
of 13 enjoyable years. 
They will always stay 
with me.” 

In his new position as 
ASF general secretary, 
Vessey will run an 
Organisation which 
umbrellas 500,000 play- 


FIFA 


FAIR PLAY 


\ 
peat 


FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


As such it has 
appealed, and will con- 
tinue to appeal to a wide 
band of parents, to peo- 
ple who wish to help and 
enjoy team sport, and 
teachers as well, where- 
ver the game is properly 
promoted. 

FIFA believes that 
many players and enthu- 
siasts have lost sight of 
the original purpose of 
the game, and as a result 
that enjoyment of the 
sport is on the decline. 

They point to the re- 
sorting to fouls, over 
emphasised national 
pride, and the attitude 
of gaining victory at 
virtually any price. 

There is no doubt that 
the television screen 
highlights dirty play, 
and that when this 
aspect is recognised by a 
Sport, it must react by 
ensuring that the posi- 
tion is cleaned up. 

Perhaps some sports 
will get away with vio- 
lence for the time being, 
because so many players 
are struggling together 
that the savagery gets 
Jost in the action. 

The time will come, 
however, when the 
clean game becomes 
recognised for its skill as 
well as the contest. 

On the higher plane 
of professional and in- 
deed international 
sport, FIFA has pointed 
to the recent European 
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Championships where 
not one ugly scene took 
place on the park. 

As another part of 
their campaign, FIFA 
has created an Annual 
Fair Play Award. 

This however is for 
the fans, and the first 
ever winners were the 
supporters of the Scott- 
ish club, Dundee 
United. 

There was street vio- 
lence at the European 
Championships how- 
ever, and this aspect is 
one which FIFA is aim- 
ing to correct over time 
as well. 

Pele, that great 
ambassador of football, 
was a player who prefer- 
red to play cleanly. His 
record of one sendsoff in 
1365 games — for dis- 
sent — speaks for itself. 

The national associa- 
tions are the next layer 
of football below FIFA, 
and they have under- 
taken to ensure that the 
message gets through 
their ranks. 

After the ‘Fair Play’ 
theme has been in 
operation for a reason- 
able period of time, 
FIFA will review its 
progress and then do 
any fine tuning that they 
feel is necessary. 

As FIFA points out, 
far more than football 
will gain with the 
spreading of the ‘Fair 
Play’ principle through- 
out the world. 


ers, concentrated not 
just in one or two cities, 
but spread over every 
part of the nation. 

It is a far cry from his 
introduction to sports 
administration as the 
part-time honorary 
secretary for the McKin- 
non Cricket club in Vic- 
toria, organising six 
senior teams and four 
junior sides. 

He moved to Queens- 
land in 1975 to start a 
business and happened 
to see a newspaper 
advertisement for the 
QSF position, ‘‘They 
were prepared to pay for 
basically the same thing 
I had been doing for no- 
thing at the cricket club. 
I decided to give it a 
go,” Vessey said. 

Vessey found there 
was much more to run- 
ning a sport than the 
duties done by a club 
official and recalls a les- 
son learned from a 
Czechoslovakian FIFA 
instructor at a course 
early in his ASF career. 


“He pointed out that 
there are four crucial 
areas of sport — the 
coaches and players, the 
referees, sports medi- 
cine and administration. 
If a sport is to be 
successful, it will be be- 
cause the administrator 
has got all four sections 
working well and work- 
ing together. Apart, 
they will just work 
against each other,” 
Vessey said. 


Vessey says Queens- 


land sport has provided the Demons. 

him two admirable role STATE LEAGUE 1ST DIVISION 

models — the late Ron Melita Eagles 333 
McAuliffe, the Queens- Blacktown City 332 
land rugby league chair- Newcastle Austral 257 
man, and Ian prusatco. Sutherland 248 

“T admire on be- a 
cause he would do eetiay Foret a 
everything possible to 
benefit tis code: He was Rockdale llinden 203 
aware of what went on Polonia 193 
in sport generally and Warringah Freshwater 174 
had the commonsense to Ku-ring-gai 172 
do things rather than Canterbury Marrickville 163 
just talk about them,”” Canberra 152 
Vessey said. 

“Tan is the same and piss) Maceu ona er 
has tremendous fore- 
sight. He has proved STATE LEAGUE 2ND DIVISION 
that at QSF level and Avala 407 
I’m sure he will do it Sydney Macedonia 332 
now for the ASF. Both Granville Chile 332 
people have had a major Kingsford Hellenic 317 
influence on my outlook  Giadesville Homsby 317 
‘owards sport. ‘ 

Vessey has long be- eeene, 315 
lieved franchising and seen! 295 
the injection of private Bankstown — 268 © 
sector funds for a busi- Blacktown United 236 
ness return is the future Campbelltown City 232 
direction for not only Bathurst ’75 214 
Soccer but all the major Uniof NSW 152 
Australian sports. But Manly Warringah 113 
he warns against slavish- North Sydney 110 
ie STATE LEAGUE 3RD DIVISION 

“We have to be aware Dulwich Hill 246 
of what they are doing in _ Rooty Hill West Utd 242 
Overseas sports and then Baulkham Hills 240 | 
take out of their systems Southern District 196 
what is best for Austra- (fount Druitt Town 194 
lia,” he said. “In terms Mgorebank Liverpool 189 
of geography and di- Gadcordia 174 
versity of interest, Aus- 5 
tralia in many ways is Bondi Marine 170 
unique. Administrators PortHacking 131 
have to tailor our sport Canterbury & District 112 
to suit.” King Tomislav 67 


Recently appointed Australian Soccer Federa- 
tion general secretary ALAN VESSEY has been 
commuting between Brisbane and Sydney. He 
will soon be placed in the ASF’s Clarence Street 
office, tidying up the backlog since predecessor 


Brian Emery retired. 


NSW CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 


WHILST Blacktown City reached the Natio- 
nal League for 1989 with a one-point lead 
over arch-rivals Melita Eagles, the latter 


gained some consolation. 


The Eagles took the NSW Club 
Championship in State League First Divi- 
sion, almost unbelievably by a point from 


BOTH Chris Kalantzis and Lou Hristodoulou were in the Panathinaikos — 
team which met champions Larissa in the Greek Super Cup, played — 
between the Greek Cup and League winners. 
Kalantzis scored a 59th minute goal from the head to help Panathi- 
naikos towards a 3-1 victory. 
Hristodoulou played the whole game, whilst Kalantzis was on for 82 


minutes. 


The former played right midfield and the latter on the left. 
Their coach is Gunter Bengtsson, who was in Australia at the start of — 
this season with his former club, Goteborg. “ i 


i 


URUGUAY- 
NEWCASTLE 
Match report 

— see Page 24 


MELITA EAGLES will be all out to avenge 
their 2-0 defeat at the hands of Blacktown 


In front of him is the 
backline of the experi- 


two from. Brett 
Thornthwaite, Bobby 


5 3 a enced Lee and Glen Naumov and Jason Van a 
City earlier this season, when the two best Sterrey, Jason Dunn Blerk to fill the other Blacktown Ss 
teams in the NSW State League meet on and Darren Northam, a striking positions. ge 
Sunday at Marconi Stadium in the major combination of experi- nies -MoPherean. ql ambitions 


semi-final. 


Greg Brown, the 
second top scorer in the 
State League, will lead 
the Eagles’ formidable 
attack against the best 
defence in the league, 
and is the man that may 
prove to be the 
matchwinner. 

He is a very gifted 
player with a shot at 
both feet. His 21 goals 
were far below the num- 
ber that would have 
been credited to him, 
had he had an ounce 
more luck this year. 

“He has hit the wood- 
work in almost every 
game he played and the 
round goalposts did not 
' help at all,’ lamented 
Sam Vella, the hard 


the League table, hence 
the very disappointing 
outcome of being the 
Tunners up for the 
season.” 

It is clear from those 
comments that winning 
the Club Championship 
for 1988 or the Youth 
League was not enough 
to quell the unhappy 
feeling caused by the 
one point Premiership 
loss to the Demons. 


Blacktown City can 
afford to smile. 

The Demons, regard- 
less of the result, go into 
the NSL next season. 


Some will say that 
they need to win and 
win well on Sunday to 


ence and youth which 
will endeavour to deny 
any spoils to this strong 
Melita forward line. 

The mobility and sta- 
mina of Brown, the elec- 
trifying acceleration of 
Anthony Versi, the 
work rate of Wayne 
Farnsworth and above 
all the silky skills of Ray 
Farrugia will test against 
the Demon’s defence. 

Blacktown’s ex-Soc- 
ceroo star Zarko Odza- 
kov is likely to be sha- 
dowed by the wily Len- 
ny Vial, whilst the tussle 
for midfield will be 
fought out between the 
industrious pairing of 
Paul Kay and Ralph 
Maier of Blacktown 
against the unpredict- 


be in Melita’s citadel, 
with Ean Rodriguez, 
Alfredo Barrios, Craig 
Williams and Jemal 
Meerbani taking the 
back four spots. 


Alex Robertson, Dra- 
gan Pupovac and 
Anthony Cabassi will be 
on the bench, so Melita 
will certainly have 
additional depth if cal- 
led upon. 


BOB HILL, treasurer of 
NSW Sutherland Shire 
club, was badly hurt in a 
road accident at 
Lismore. 

He is in a serious but 
stable condition. 


WHILST Melita is 
hungry for success 
on Sunday, Black- 
town City’s sights 
are on winning the 
grand final as well. 

Club secretary Peter 
Thorne said: “We are 
not going into this im- 
portant series to lose. 

“The squad is ready 
— we have no injuries or 

ms. 

“This time we know 
our coach Les Scheinflug 
would be away with the 
youth team, so there are 
no 

“The club has spent 
$600,000 over two sea- 
sons to get back into the 
NSL, and we are looking 


3 2 - A Unfortunately, his 
working Melita Prove that their success able Hugo Jimenez and daushicr (0"ts still criti. to safeguard our invest- 
secretary et He ste League was ue epeegnaeDE Andrew = bis wide eattaven mentifrom'now, 


Club president Lawrie 
Dimech said: “We had a 
good team and a good 
coach, but very little 
luck against the teams 
from the lower end of 


Steve Watson, re- 
garded by most as the 
best custodian in the 
League, will have to be 
at his best in the game. 


Blacktown could be a 
little thin up front, with 
Alan Reis struggling to 
retain his 1987 form af- 
ter a long lay off, with 


injuries also. 

We pray matters im- 
prove for this popular 
official and his family. 


Former Socceroo goalkeeper 
key player in Blacktown’s promotion to the 
National League this year. 


ve Wai 


“We are going back to 
stay. 

“As to Sunday, I anti- 
cipate a great game and 
Melita will find that we 
are in there to win.” 

— KEITH GILMOUR 


Under 19 semi-final STATE LEAGUE 3RD DIVISION 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


Souther Dist. v Mt Druitt Town 1 1 
Baulkham Hills v Mt Druitt T 
Sutherland edges home SEMI FINALS Baulkham lev MDrut Town 2 2 
Colo Colo v Hellas Rare 
. . SUTHERLANI > 
SUTHERLAND Shire of the game going  jooke, Bar, Dak eos Woe iar ole aly aan Aree ee tare re 
in- ie Christodolou os - ie 1 
Youth team elimin- to David Ensor. Laraios riled Uruguay Penrith v Newcastle Austral og 11pen 0g 10pen Zag elke ) 


ated Newcastle Au- 
stral at Melita Sta- 
dium last Sunday, 
with the only goal 


NEWCASTLE AuSTRAL: STATE LEAGUE 2ND DIVISION Belmore Hercules v Liverpool Olympic 
Prentice, Wilason, Rafty, Avalav Campbelltown 0 1 GNS United v Cobreloa 
Srank ove Gavan (Penfold), _Avalav Bankstown 6 5  GNS United v Maccabi 
Mctlie ake Pee De- Sydney Macedonia v Kingsford 2 1 Belmore Hercules v Sydney Lebanon 


They had the upper 
hand for most of the 
game and deserved the 
narrow victory. 


AR ATS 
COMwW 


SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


THIS SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 10-11 1988 


STATE LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 


THIS SUNDAY — DOUBLE HEADER 
MARCONI STADIUM 


5.00pm U/19 Melita Eagles v Blacktown City 


zoom BLACKTOWN CITY 
VS 


MELITA EAGLES 


INTER URBAN 1ST DIVISION 


SUNDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 
VALENTINE PARK 1 


1.00pm 2nd Padstow Pk v Rangers Hajduk 
3.00pm 1st Pagewood Botany v Nineveh E 


VALENTINE PARK 2 


1.00pm 2nd Rosebery v Eastwood 
3.00pm ist Rosebery v Rangers Hadjuk 


STATE LEAGUE 2ND DIVISION 
SUNDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 
FRANCIS PARK 


11.00am 3rd Maroubra Q'park v Kingsford 
1.00pm 2nd Gladesville v Granville Chile 
3.00pm 1st Avala v Fairy Meadow 


INTER URBAN 2ND DIVISION 
SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 
VALENTINE PARK 1 


1.00pm 2nd Greenisland v Cyprus United 
3.00pm 1st Trasandinos v Fairfield Kiev 


VALENTINE PARK 2 


1.00pm 2nd Blacktown Wand v Concord Jrs 
3.00pm 1st Greenisland v Cyprus United 


STATE LEAGUE 3RD DIVISION 


SUNDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 
POPONDETTA PARK 


DON'T MISS THE EXCITEMENT! 


AND REMEMBER... 
State League First Div action 
leading up to the Grand Final 
1.00pm U/19 Rooty Hill W. v Baulkham Hills A Rett es Se PN Se es 
3.00pm 1st Dulwich Hill v Moorebank 


See Special junior admission ticket 


BE THERE 
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DON'T MUSS THE ACTION 


Juventus. 


Victorian State League 


w DL F A Pts 
Thomastown 4 Onis coGetan G4 
Heidelberg 14 5 7 47 2 33 
St Albans 12 8 5 SB 22 32 
Caulfield City 12 8 7 40 30 32 
Green Gully 11° 8 6 35 22 30 
Northcote City 9 10 7 35 31 2B 
Croydon City NO eine tpieiaieo Ot: 
Ringwood City 10 6 11 40 38 26 
Box Hill 7-11 9 34 86. 25 
Springvale City 8 9 10 28 34 25 
Morwell Falcons 7 10 10 23 27 24 
Polonia 9 5 12 39 39 23 
Bulleen 8 7 10 238 38 23 
Western Suburbs 9 3 15 29 44 21 
Fawkner 1 16 a1G. 21 S020) 
Oakleigh 55) 16-20) 69) 15 


OAKLEIGH 0 MORWELL FALCONS 1 (Sokoluk pen), 
ST ALBANS 1 (I. Kelic pen) CROYDON CITY 0, 
NORTHCOTE 0 CAULFIELD CITY 3 (0.9. Harris, De- 
ligiannis), RINGWOOD CITY 7 (Nijholt 3, Cocker 2, 
Maguire, Corvan) BULLEEN 1 (Lujic), HEIDELBERG 2 
(Theodosopoulos, Pappas) WESTERN SUBURBS 0, 
POLONIA 0 GREEN GULLY 2 (Quigley, Douglas), BOX 
HILL 2 (Thomas, Roodhouse) FAWKNER 1 (Hennes- 
sey), SPRINGVALE 1 (Findlay) THOMASTOWN 2 (P. 
Lewis 2). 


15: |. Kelic (St Albans) 

13: J. Nijholt (Ringwood) 

12: D. Tuck (Western Suburbs) 

11: D. Morovic (Heidelberg), M. Woodall (Northcote), 
G. Warszawski (Polonia). 


8: C. Quigley & J. O'Donnell (Green Gully), S. Brim- 


mer (Box Hill), D. Brown (Fakwner). 


GAMES THIS WEEK 
STATE LEAGUE RD 27 — WED SEPTEMBER 7: 
Croydon City v Green Gully (Post. from July 17). 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 10: 
Morwell Falcons v St Albans, Bulleen v Oakleigh, 
Caulfield v Ringwood. 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11: 

Croydon v Springvale, Fawkner v Northcote, Green 
Gully v Box Hill, Heidelberg v Polonia, West Suburbs v 
Thomastown. 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 14: 

Fawkner v Bulleen (post. from July 24) 
Northcote v St Albans (post. from July 24) 
Heidelberg v Croydon (post. from July 24) 


SUNSHINE captain George Alevisos holds the 
Cup aloft after their 4-1 Southern Division Youth 
League grand final win over Brunswick 


Vic's relegation focus 


BY GREG BLAKE 


LAST week we put the 
spotlight on Victoria's 
intriguing champion- 
ship battle, which 
seems certain to con- 
tinue until the very 
last round of the 1988 
season. 

This week, the focus 
falls on the teams at the 
other end of the table and 
on another struggle which 
will go down to the wire. 

The battle against re- 
legation has been an un- 
usual one this year. 

Instead of the regula- 


| tion two clubs going down 


at the end of the year, at 
least six and possibly 
seven teams will leave 
State League competition 
as the VSF commences its 


¥ new rationalization poli- 


cies. 

Relegation from the 
NSL for Brunswick 
Juventus has meant that 
seven of the current six- 
teen teams will leave the 
State’s premier competi- 
tion, unless the yet-to-be 
crowned Victorian cham- 
pions win Brunswick 
Juventus’ former NSL 
place in the play-offs. 

The relegation zone is 
no place for the faint- 
hearted as the season 
draws to a close. 

As one coach said: “It’s 
not pretty, but every 
game is like a cup tie.” 

Perhaps reducing the 
State League numbers 
should have been done 
gradually, over a period 
of years. 

As it is, the pressure is 
really on for the nine 
clubs in the cut-throat 
battle. 

The difference between 
the sides near the base- 
ment of the ladder and 
those near the top is 
marginal at best, but for 
those who finish worse 
than ninth there is no 
tomorrow at the end of 
the year. 

It all makes for a 
fascinating end to 1988. 
As one wag said recently: 
“Perhaps, they should do 
it every year — it certain- 
ly keeps up the interest.” 

At this stage only base- 
ment dweller Oakleigh is 
certain to go down. 

The other eight teams 
are fighting for their lives. 


Here’s how ASW sees the 
relegation race. 


SPRINGVALE CITY 


Prospects: Good. 

Club Verdict: (coach 
Gus MacLeod) “At the 
moment the relegation 
battle is the same as the 
championship and it will 
go down to the very last 


ie. 

“As far as Springvale is 
concerned, we’ve just got 
to look at it a week at a 
time with the Croydon 
game this weekend our 
main concern. 

““We’ve got a lot of 
young boys in the side 
who are just starting to 
believe in themselves and 
if we stay up the prospects 
for next season are 
good.” 

ASW’s Verdict: Spring- 
vale is a solid young team 
(five players under 18) and 
it has the ability to stop 
even the best. Currently 
out of the danger zone, 
Springvale, with its 
youthful enthusiasm, 
might just be able to stay 
there thanks to a not too 
difficult run home. 

Remaining Games — 
Croydon (a), Morwell (h), 
Bulleen (a) 


BULLEEN 


Prospect: Average. 

Club Verdict: (coach 
Jim Rooney) “Everybody 
is in much the same boat 
and, even though we have 
two games in hand, the 
points aren’t in the bag 
until you win them. 

“T believe our solid pre- 
season will hold us in 
good stead with five 
games in three weeks and 
our only worry will be if 
we suffer injuries to key 
senior players.” 

ASW’s Verdict: 
Goalscoring has been a 
real problem all year and 
too much responsibility 
falls on vetéran Lujic. 

If the others around 
him follow the lead, Bul- 
leen can pull clear. But 
the four games in two 
weeks schedule will make 
for tough going. If goal- 
difference comes into it, 
Bulleen is in trouble. 

Remaining Games: 
Oakleigh (h), Fawkner (a), 
St Albans (a), Green Gul- 
ly (h), Springvale (h). 


Northcote Nixed 


CAULFIELD CITY 
almost certainly put 
paid to Northcote’s 
finals hopes and kept 
its title aspirations 
alive after an empha- 
tic 3-0 victory in an en- 
tertaining Greek 
“derby”. 

Young 16-year-old 
sensation Aki Alagiozidis 
was once again in- 
strumental in virtually 
every positive move Caul- 
field mustered, but coach 
Jim Condilis singled out 
Andrew Theoharous for 
special praise for a rock- 
solid performance in the 
centre of defence. 

Caulfield scored first 
via an own goal when 
John Bitsonis won a head- 
er in the area from a long 
ball which deflected into 
the net off a Northcote 
defender. 

Alagiozidis combined 
beautifully with striker 
Nick Deligiannis who 
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finished off the moye with 
a well-struck goal to in- 
crease Caulfield’s lead. 

Alagiozidis was in the 
thick of things again soon 
after when he made a 
long run into Northcote’s 
penalty area only to be 
brought down at the last 
hurdle, but Caulfield was 
rewarded with a penalty 
for his efforts and Paul 
Harris converted to put 
the issue beyond doubt. 

Northcote asserted 
control over its opponents 
for about 10 minutes early 
in the second half and 
managed to hit the post 
twice from Woodall and 
Tsangas, but when it lost 
possession it always 
looked vulnerable. 


NORTHCOTE: Tarudia, Be- 
Karis, J. R. Pat 


mer, dos h.t), 
N. Constantinou, Woodall, 
Manou, 


Glider, P. Constantinou. 
CAULFIELD: Madjer, 
Abraam, Fillipou, Fattore 
Bitsonis, 


(George 65°), Harris, 
Theoharous, Zolaterev (Gout- 
zioulls 69’), Alagiozidis, De- 


MORWELL FALCONS RINGWOOD CITY 


Prospects: Poor. = Fair. 

Club Verdict: (coach _ Club Verdict: (coach 
Bobby McLachlan) “Just a Hans Petersen): “We'll be 
few weeks ago we were approaching our final 
looking at bigger things. matches as we have done 

“Nothing is quite work- all year. Hopefully, we 
ing right now. It’s a de- can get the five points to 
sperate situation.” make us safe. 

ASW’s Verdict: The “We've been a bit un- 
Falcons are down on form lucky in recent losses to 
and on the slide after Croydon and Thomas- 
looking very promising. town, but there is no ex- 

They’ve had three or cuse and no hard luck 
four bad results and it’s stories. We’ll try to re- 
not the sort of form ‘main a consistent team.” 
they’d like to take in | -ASW’s Verdict:: Since 
against the likes of St Petersen took over, Ring- 
Albans and Thomastown wood has strung together 
in the coming weeks. some impressive results 

Morwell has lost form and moved from the bot- 
at the wrong time, and tom of the table to a posi- 
could be in trouble. tion where escape is a dis- 

Remaining Games: St_ tinct possibility. 

Albans (h), Springvale (a), Tough games loom 
Thomastown (h). ahead, but they face them 


with a good squad boas- 
FAWKNER 


ting ample depth. 
Games Remaining: 
Prospects: Poor. Caulfield (a), Fawkner (h), 
Club Verdict: (coach 
Frank McAleer) “Things 


Green Gully (a) 
are feeling good at the EOEON 
moment and I really be- Prospects: Fair. 
lieve that if we apply Club Verdict: (team 
ourselves well we will get Manager George Pater) 
there. “Our biggest problem has 
“‘We’ve had good re- 


been getting two or three 
sults in recent weeks and 


results together, but if 
the confidence is back 


any team can do that 
although we must be care- they’ll be out of danger. 
ful to tackle each match 


“We'll be out to win 
as it comes. 


every game, but con- 
“We have some hard Sistency has been our big- 
games left, but I don’t be- gest problem. We are the 
lieve we've left our run Second-best scoring team 
too late.” in the league, but we’ve 
given away some gift 
goals and we hope the re- 
turn of Stephan Mila will 
help us in that area.” 
ASW’s Verdict: Some 
tough games ahead, but a 
very skilled team which 
might get some important 
results given dry grounds. 
With Mila back, and if 
it plays to potential, Polo- 
nia will stay up, parti- 
cularly with a good goal 
difference to fall back on. 
Remaining Games: 
Heidelberg (a), West. 
Subs (h), Croydon (a), Box 
Hill (h). 


Prospects: Average. 


Ringwood runs riot 


BY VLADO VLAHOVIC 


RINGWOOD City scored the season’s biggest 
win with a stunning 7-1 hiding of hapless Bul- 
leen after a four-goal blitz in the opening eight 
minutes of the game. 


ASW’s Verdict: Should 
never have changed 
coaches twice in early and 
mid-season. 

McAleer’s return has 
shown the club what it 
might have achieved had 
they left him in charge 
from the start, but the re- 
cent upturn in fortunes 
might have come too late. 

Fawkner is a good 
team, with a fair run 
home, but it needs to win 
every game. 

Remaining Games: 
Northcote (h), St Albans 
(h), Ringwood (a), Oak- 
leigh (h). 


Bulleen had no answer 
to Ringwood’s open, fast 
play. Peter Cocker’s 
speed and height on the 
right and John Corvan’s 
dominance on the left was 
all too much for Bulleen 
to handle. 

Striker John Nijholt 
also came back to form 
after being dropped last 
week, netting a superb 
hat-trick to move to 
second spot on the 
goalscorers’ list. 

Bulleen couldn’t recov- 
er from Ringwood’s 
whirlwind opening which 
included two dubious 
goals, both “illegal” and 
very unfair according to 
the Bulleen brass. 

Veteran striker Zdrav- 
ko Lujic was once again 
Bulleen’s best player, 
scoring his side’s only 
goal in style and hitting 
the crossbar on another 
occasion. 

Unfortunately for Bul- 
leen, one Lujic is just not 


enough for success. 
Ringwood’s best win in 
many years couldn’t have 
arrived at a better time as 
it now edges a point clear 


the first time this season, 
it has a “plus” goal differ- 
ence to leave the other 
survival candidates a lot 
of ground to chase. 

Coach Hans Petersen 
must be given special cre- 
dit for Ringwood’s revival 
in recent months because 
before he came on the 
scene, Ringwood were 
wallowing in last place. 

Petersen’s import sig- 
ings have proved to be an 
instant success and the 
spirit amongst the players 
has been exceptional. 


RINGWOOD: Janssan, 
Wemyss, May (Kennedy 75’), 
Verniers, Nolan (Cumming, 
Corvan, Maguire, Cocker, NI- 


Jholt, Leprie (Hart 86"). 

BULLEEN: Contini, Marsan, 
Krajacic, Curulll, Curcio 
(Romano), Avian, Ruccla, 
Angele, Keenan, Lujic, 
Bozikas. 


from relegation, and for © 


Club Verdict: (coacl 
John Brown) ‘Obviously 
the next game or two ar 
vital. It’s not over yet, bu 
we have a difficult run i 
and we need to get thi 
points in order not t 
have to worry about wha 
the other teams do. 

“Our attitude has to by 
positive even though we 
are limited with the team: 
we can catch at thi: 
stage.”” 

ASW’s Verdict: Have 
only lost two games in the 
second half of the season 
so their form is coming a’ 
the right time, but Bo» 
Hill face some persona 
problems, particularly 
with the loss of Mark 
Aretis to Greece. 

Remaining Games: 
Green Gully (a), Heidel: 
berg (h), Polonia (a). 


WESTERN SUBURBS 


Prospects: Very poor. 
Club Verdict: ‘“We 


don’t have much of ¢ 
realistic chance of staying 
up, so we'll just be out tc 
make life as difficult as we 
can for other teams.” 

ASW’s Verdict: A 
leaky defence and a terr- 
ibly tough run home sug- 
gest the best hope is a 
wing and a prayer... 

Remaining Games: 
Thomastown (h), Polonia 
(a), Croydon (a). 


MORWELL FALCONS 
scored a badly needed 
1-0 victory over 
doomed Oakleigh in 
farcical conditions at 
Caloola Reserve last 
Saturday. 

Both coaches, Mor- 
well’s Bobby McLachlan 
and Oakleigh’s Takis 
Svingos, were surprised 
referee Michael Gaut 
allowed the game to be 
played because Caloola 
Reserve resembled a mud 
heap. 

However, the show 
went on and Morwell 
were thankful in the end 
as it scored its first “two- 
pointer’’ in nine weeks, 
giving it added hope for 
survival, 

To add to the bleakness 
of the game, Morwell de- 
fenders Emil Bruns and 
Jeff Doyle collided heads 
when attempting to clear 
in the 14th minute and 
both players were im- 
mediately carried off and 
sent to Clayton hospital. 

The Falcons settled 
down quite well though 
and scored a desperately 
needed winning goal 20 
minutes into the second 
half. 

An Oakleigh defender 
handled in the area to 
concede a penalty after 
Kenny Ashwood centred. 


‘Morwell striker John 


Sokoluk converted the 
penalty to score his 
seventh goal of the season 
in a game Morwell 
couldn’t afford to lose or 
even draw. 


OAKLEIGH: Alexandro- 
poules, Ross, Hen- 
derson, Crutzmacher, Haldarl 
(Degalakis 70’), Livingsto: 
Halford, Kontos, Stamatis, 

(Garvaieos 


MORWELL: Reynolds, 
Clarke, Gotis, Bruns (Cassar 
14’) , Bingham, Doyle (Stirton 
14’), O’Caliaghan, Webster, 
‘Sokoluk, Drakeford, Ashwood. 


Disputed Thomastown win 


BELEAGUERED Springvale City saw a one — 


goal 
awa' 
controversy. 


The disputed goal, 
which won the’match for 


IN response to 
ASW’s story on the 
troubles at Mel- 
bourne Croatia, the 
club's vice presi- 
dent, Ivan Pipunic, 
contacted us to 
make it quite clear 
that no money is 
owed to players for 
1988. 

Speaking on behalf of 
the club he said: “As of 
September 1 we don’t 
owe any money for play- 
ers payments.” 

Pipunic conceded that 
conflicting stories about 
Melbourne Croatia’s 
coaching and playing 
staff had compounded 
problems for the club. 

“But it has been 
traditional, if you like, 
for the outgoing com- 
mittee not to sign play- 
ers or coaches until after 
the AGM each year,” 
he added. 

— GREG BLAKE 


November 
Dockerty 
Cup games 


IT now seems likely 
that this year’s 
Victorian Ricoh 
Dockerty Cup final 
rounds will be post- 
poned until Novem- 
ber at the request of 
Melbourne’s NSL 
clubs. 

The NSL clubs are 
hoping to use this year’s 
Cup rounds as a lead-in 
to the opening of the 
1989 NSL season in 
January. 

Subject to the agree- 
ment of State League 
teams, VSF chairman 
Jack Reilly has said that 
the Dockerty Cup 
fourth round through to 
the final will be played 
on four Sundays from 
November 3, 

The Dockerty Cup fi- 
nal was originally set 
down to be decided on 
October 29, 

— GREG BLAKE 


id against top team Thomastown slip 
ito a 2-1 defeat in a match that ended in 


Thomastown, came with 
the score locked at 1-1 
with less than 20 minutes 
to play. 

Russell Athersych nod- 


Gully 


Shines 


CROYDON City boss 
Miron Bleiberg came 
away from Raleigh Re- 
serve last Sunday 
with plenty to think 
about after watching 
Green Gully defeat 
Polonia 2-0. 

The Croydon boss was 
an interested spectator at 
Polonia’s ground with his 
Croydon team having to 
face Green Gully in a vi- 
tal postponed fixture 
tonight (Wednesday) at 
Croydon. Bleiberg was 
straight to the point about 
Gully’s win: ‘They 
(Green Gully) are one of 
the best teams in the State 
League”, he said. 

And whilst Gully was 
impressive with its second 
away win in succession, 
relegation-haunted Polo- 
nia will look back on the 
chances it missed when 
the game was dead- 
locked. 

Brendan Lakic should 
have put Polonia ahead 
very early on in proceed- 
ings when he muffed a 
chance with only 
goalkeeper Charlie Sant 
to beat. 

But with Gary Cutler 
and Steve MCLelland in 
fine form, Polonia’s 
chances came few and far 
between and Green Gully 
just played a waiting 
game for the chances to 
come, as they invariably 
did. 

Gully finally burst clear 
with 15 mintues left on 
the clock as Steve Doug- 
las knocked a ball to 
where Joe O'Donnell 
leaped in for a header 
which was well parried by 
Kostrzewa as it looped to- 
ward the top comer. 

‘The ball dropped into a 
tangle of arms and legs 
and Colin Quigley chimed 
in to slide the ball home. 

A minute from the end, 
Douglas made it 2-0 with 
a header from Quigley’s 


, 
Douglas, Guigay, ‘Smart, 


Tanzey wins debut 


HEIDELBERG, under 
new coach Jim Tan- 
sey, kept in touch with 
leaders Thomastown 
after it managed to 
escape with a 2-0 vic- 
tory over lowly West- 
ern Suburbs with two 
goals in the last three 
minutes. 


Now almost certain to 
be relegated, Western 
Suburbs defended solidly 
against superior oppo- 
ments in a game where 
clear chances were 
sparse. 


Substitute Lou 
Theodosopoulos scored 
the first goal with a fine 
header and within a mi- 
nute Heidelberg’s other 
substitute, Con Pappas, 
scored from close range 
to save face for his team 
when they never really 
looked like winning for 87 
minutes of the match. 

HEIDELBERG: Banovic, Patl- 
niotis, Kanesoulls, Dowie, 
Cusatkas, O'Dell (Pappas 75'), 
Valentine, Stubbins, Morovic 
(Theodosopoulos 80°), Lucch- 
‘esi, Raynes. 

WESTS; Hatzllazarou, Kon- 
douris, Hammill, Pend 
sito, Kagloglou, Mot 
movekl 75°), Wi 
tis, Daloy, Tuck. 


ded a ball in for Thomas- 
town’s ace goalscorer, 
Paul Lewis, who rounded 
Eddie Bell before snap- 
ping home the winner. 

A linesman’s flag went 
up to signal an infringe- 
ment, but was ignored by 
referee Jim Fearn who 
allowed the goal to stand. 

Springvale coach Gus 
MacLeod, who says his 
club is “fighting for its 
life’’, approached Fearn 
after the game because he 
felt the linesman had flag- 
ged to signal a foul on 
Bell by Lewis. 

Thomastown coach Bill 
Murray believes other- 
wise: “From what I can 
gather he was flagging for 
a penalty to Russell 
Athersych”, Murray ex- 
plained. 


St Albans 


ST ALBANS rode with 
the luck of the brave 
to scrape home 1-0 in 
its vital top-of-the- 
table clash against 
Croydon City last 
Saturday. 

A 28th minute penalty 
by leading State League 
marksman Ivan Kelic set- 
tled the issue and the re- 
sult leaves championship- 
chasing Croydon City 
seven points adrift of 
league leader Thomas- 
town. 


For St Albans, despite 
rarely playing up to its 
best form, the win is a 
boost to its title hopes just 
days after the club 
announced that it has 
joined Heidelberg and 
Thomastown as candi- 
dates for the NSL in 1989. 

Coach Tony Vrzina, 
who has played down the 
club’s title bid for much of 
the year, conceded before 
the game that a St Albans 
victory against Croydon 
would mean “we have to 
start thinking we can win 
the league.” 

Vrzina got his wish, de- 
spite sweating over the 
outcome as Croydon 
came back, albeit unsuc- 
cessfully, after going 
behind, 

The only goal of the 
match fell when 
Croydon’s Dave McIn- 
tosh was ruled to have 


BOX HILL ended 
Fawkner’s survival 
hopes and kept alive 
its own by winning a 
hard-fought game 2-1 
at Wembley Park last 
Sunday. 


Box Hill’s hero was. 


goalkeeper John McKin- 
lay who performed mira- 
cles between the sticks to 
save his side on countless 
occasions in the second 
half. 

Fawkner, realising the 
importance of the en- 
counter, threw caution to 
the wind when the score 
was 1-1. 

Attacking defender 
Scott Fraser constantly 
supplied front-runners 
Doug Brown and David 
Hannah, as well as mid- 
fielder Ged Stenson with 
Opportunities but it was to 
be McKinlay’s day of 
glory as he “kept” like a 
man possessed! 

The Hillmen opened 
the scoring after 15 mi- 
nutes when Gerry 
McAleer found Julian 


To add to Springvale’s 
woes, Mick Livingstone 
was sent off by Fearn 
shortly after the con- 
troversial goal for disput- 
ing the decision. 

Springvale had led 
through a 25th minute 
Hugh Findlay goal with 
Thomastown’s equaliser 
after the interval by Paul 
Lewis. 

MacLeod didn’t dis- 
pute Thomastown’s win, 
saying he believes they 
are a chance for the title. 


SPRINGVALE: Hermus, 
Blesinger, Rellly, Adi 
well, Findlay, Living 
off), Bell, Whyte, Keenan, 


ison. 
THOMASTOWN: Janaklevs- 
ki, Mihallidis, pan Hiss, 
Mom 


the ae 


VICTORIA 


with 
DO VLAHOVIC 


fouled Kelic in the area 
and Kelic stepped up to 
score his 15th goal of the 
season. 

St Albans, with two 
games in hand, has slip- 
ped into third piace on 
the table and within a 
game of leader Thomas- 
town. 

St Albans’ surprise sub- 
sion to join the NSL, 
should it win the league, 
will include the possibility 
of moving its home games 
to nearby Green Gully 
Reserve next year. 


ST ALBANS: Crgic, Drago- 
vic, , Gaguia, 
Duzel, Kupresak, Cullna, Susn- 
Jara, Kelle, Rastoctc. 
CROYDON: M. Runje, 


Langsbury, Dobson, Mointosh, 
Brack (Byrne), Brown, Van 
Egmond, Campbell, Middie- 
mast, G, Runje, Humble. 


Box Hill 


‘Thomas in the area and 
he swivelled on the spot 
before finishing in style. 

On the half-hour, 
Fawkner equalised via tall 
defender Dean Hennes- 
sey who rose above the 
pack to head home truly. 

Box Hill's winning goal 
came late in the game 
through key defender 
Alan Roodhouse. After a 
long solo run Roodhouse 
wrong-footed two players 
before hitting a sweet left- 
foot drive into the back of 
the net. 

Fawkner has only an 
outside ‘‘mathematical’” 
chance of surviving in the 
State League, which is a 
pity for a club with NSL 
aspirations before the 
start of the season and 
who also has fine facili- 
ties. 

BOX HILL: McKinlay, McAr- 
hur, Roadhou 


Davidson, Mc 
Thomas, Brimmer, McBride, 
Hanley. 

FAWKNER: Wilson, Walsh, 
Fraser, Schipano, Feria, Clavel- 
Il, Cullen, Hennessey, Stenson, 
Hannah, Brown, 


© Match Balls, hand sewn by 
mastercrattsman 

® Training balls, hand sewn 

® Shinguards, knee and elbow pads. 

® Studs © Goal keepers gloves 

© Goalkeepers wear ¢ Outfield shots 

© General accessories @ All products 


chosen for quality from world-wide 
sources 


® First quality nylon wound match balls 
© Felt covered indoor balls 
® Low-bound indoor balls 


SEE YOUR FAVORITE SPORT STORE 
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A tersely worded offi- 
cial statement 
showed Terry Hennes- 
sey just how ruthless 
the coaching business 
can be. 

In the wake of Heidel- 
berg’s State League de- 


BY GREG BLAKE 


feat against Green Gully 
the club, although still 
second on the Victorian 
ladder, released the 
following statement to 
Melbourne’s press: 


one leg of what will be a magnificent 
September double. 

The grand final show at Sydney’s Parramatta Sta- 
dium produced a match to savour for years to come. 

Players and supporters of the losing team Sydney 
Croatia had as much right to be proud of the day’s 
effort as those of the winners, Marconi. 

That of course is not altogether in the nature of 
things, as the record books will display the name of 
the winners. 

But despite that, there was so little between two 
excellent sides that it should have been a draw on the 
day. 
aa that would have called for a Wednesday night 

replay. There was time for it before the Socceroos 

leave for the Olympic Games in Seoul. 

The Australian Olympic team departs for Korea 
on Saturday, giving Soccer fans the opportunity to 
follow the second major September event. 

The task they have is of the magnitude of the one 
faced by the gallant team in the 1974 World Cup 
finals in West Germany. 

On that occasion the opposition was provided by 
West Germany, East Germany and Chile. 

This time around, the power of Yugoslavia, Brazil 
and Nigeria will be formidable indeed. 

To revert to Sunday’s grand final, the 17000 
crowd, with Croatia supporters to the fore, saw an 

enthralling encounter. 

Despite the poor quality of the playing pitch itself, 
the game produced marvellous football, extra-time, 
penalties, send-offs, the Tony Henderson winner at 
the last gasp as he retired from top Soccer, colour 
and excitement galore. 

What an advertisement for the world-wide code! 

Amongst the many dramatic moments that went 
all but unreported was the further exploit of Marco- 
ni’s Peter Katholos. 

He now has medals from two national champion- 
ships'and two national cup wins, spread over his 
appearances with no less than three different clubs. 

The 17,000 grand final record crowd could not 
have been achieved without the enthusiasm of the 
army of Sydney Croatia supporters. 

But moments — even hours and days of adulation 
for the contestants — have to be placed in context in 
columns such as this. 

The NSL turned out some excellent PR releases to 
the media. 

But one major newspaper to its shame missed 
mention of the game in one day’s issue. 

Radio and television, apart from SBS, was largely 
silent. 

It was essential that face to face contacts be made 
with personalities in the broadcast field, and there 
was little sign of effort there. 

Is it too much to hope that a lesson would have 
been learnt? 

Those general Soccer fans will be vital to future 
success. 

If clubs like Sydney Croatia and South Melbourne 
aren’t in the finals, then crowds will melt away. 

Imagine, if a commercial television network picked 
up a cover of the SBS-TV quality on Sunday, how the 
Soccer message from Sunday would enthuse the pub- 
lic at large! 

This is written in no disrespect to SBS, but an 
extension of cover is needed if Soccer is to succeed. 

Oustanding in both the West End NSL grand final 
teams was the fact that almost all players were born 
or trained in Soccer in Australia. 

Surely this is just another indication of the way the 

must go, with skills increasing and increasing. 

But it is the bound _ duty of this column to repo: 
the warts as well. 

Canberra’s Brace Stadium has been surrendered 
to rugby league. 

Brisbane hasn’t got its act together. 

Newcastle showed signs of renewal with a brilliant 
8,000 crowd for the Socceroos game. 

More detailed planning is essential. 


yee Soccer has achieved 


“I would like to offi- 
cially inform you that the 
services of Terry Hennes- 
sey have been terminated 
as coach of H.U. Alexan- 
der Soccer Club as of this 
morning. 

“The reason for the 
dismissal is over the last 
11 games of a possible 22 
points we have picked up 
only nine points and 
following that ratio our 
chances of winning the 
league don’t look prom- 
ising. 

"With that in mind 
and the performance of 
the team over the last few 
weeks we felt a change of 
coach would bring a new 
atmosphere into the club- 
Tooms.” 

And with that, Hennes- 
sey, the man who has 
taken Heidelberg to with- 
in an ace of returning to 
the NSL, was out of busi- 
ness, 

In his place from last 
weekend is former 
Heidelberg great Jim 
Tansey who returns to the 
club after a stint as assis- 
tant and coach at State 
League Croydon City. 

Hennessey, one of the 
best credentialled coaches 
in Victoria, was devas- 
tated by the club’s deci- 
sion but added that he 
wished the team well in 
the run home to 
championship. 

“I’m sick about the 
whole thing but what can 
you do?” he said. 

Although the decision 
to sack Hennessey has 
been condemned in soc- 
cer circles, the club be- 
lieves the appointment of 
Tansey will rejuvenate its 
title bid. 

I’m not so sure as a 
shock sacking could also 
well have an unsettling 
affect on the entire club. 
And really Heidelberg’s 
form under Hennessey 
hadn’t been that bad. 

As Hennessey ex- 
plained: “I took charge 
again after being sick 10 
rounds ago and six of 
those games were away 
from home. 

“We've also played 
Thomastown, St Albans 
and Caulfield in that 
period and now we’ve got 
a fairly easy run home.” 

Hennessey, who says 
he’s still “shell-shock- 
ed”, said compared to 
the other teams in the ti- 
tle race, Heidelberg’s re- 
cent record wasn’t as dis- 
mal as the club suggested. 

In the 10-week period, 

fellow contenders St 
Albans and Green Gully 
have taken only 12 and 10 
points respectively, com- 
pared to Heidelberg’s 
nine. 
It is an extraordinary 
decision - where else in 
the world would a team 
running second on the 
table just a point off the 
pace and with a game in 
hand, sack its coach? 


Tansey in 
No such problems for 
the affable scouser and 
ex-Socceroo Jimmy Tan- 
sey, who steps into the 
breach at 


Olympic 


PETER NIKOLICH . 


Village. 

Or are there? 

“They can’t sack me 
four weeks from the end 
of the year — can 
they?” he joked. 

Tansey, who initially 
refused the appointment, 
says he has no qualms ab- 
out replacing Hennessey. 

“T like Terry. I do 
business with him and 
I’ve got a lot of respect 
for what he’s done,” 
Tansey explained. 

“But what happened 
has got nothing to do with 
me. It was between Terry 
and the club. 

“If it hadn’t been me, 
someone else would have 
done the job so, they 
asked and I accepted. 

“And having spent 
nine or 10 years with the 
club, it’s hard for me to 
have no affection for 
Heidelberg. 

“I’m sure Terry will 
bounce back. 


FROM PAGE 1 


Our chances of win- 
ning the gold or silver 
are practically nil, the 
bronze slim at best, and 
reaching the quarter-fi- 
nal remote. 


The occasion, the 
challenge and the outsid- 
er status may treble the 
determination and 
strength of the players, 
and could produce the 
odd surprise. 

In Soccer, this 
fascinating game of ours, 
no match is ever a fore- 
gone conclusion: red-hot 
favourites have been top- 
pled; unbeatable teams 
have bitten the dust. 

This is a time for 
optimism: to believe — 
players and fans 
together — that Austra- 
lia can, and will, hold its 
own against Yugoslavia, 
Brazil and Nigeria. 


Frank Arok has 
shown over the past two 
and a half years that his 
team can, somehow, 
scale dizzy heights and 
conquer seemingly un- 
surmountable je 

We are not e: a 
ihn inn gary 
shattered if the Soccer- 
oos return home without 
even one victory. 

Defeat, especially in 
this difficult context, is a 
constant possibility, 
which has to be faced in 
any sport. 

But we do expect them 
to fight every inch of the 
way against their fancied 
Opponents and represent 
Australian Soccer with 
dignity and sportsman- 
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.. retiring type. 


“As for me, I’m under 
pressure from now to try 
and win every game and 
win the league.” 

But if there is pressure 
on Tansey, as is his usual 
style, he isn’t feeling the 
pinch. 

“I might lose all four 
games and be out on my 
ear but I’ve got nothing to 
lose,” he says. 

“But I don’t think that 
will happen. It’s just a 
matter of getting the spirit 
into the lads and getting 
them going again. 

“T just think some of 
the younger lads might be 
pushing the panic button 
a bit 

“All I'll be asking is 
that they give 100 per cent 
on the park. 

“T have no favourites, 
and if they’re not pre- 
pared to give 100 per 
cent, they'll be out of the 
team.” 


shij 


‘his will be Austra- 
lia’s most hazardous, 
most publicised and gla- 
mourous Soccer venture 
since the 1974 World 
Cup finals — one that no 
other Australian code of 
football can even re- 
motely come close to. 

Let the Sydney news- 
paper sports editors en- 
thuse about their be- 
loved rugby league 
“World Cup” final in 
Auckland and the Walla- 
bies’ rugby union tour of 
England and Scotland. 
WE are going to the 
Olympics! 

The future of our 
game, to use that well- 
worn cliche, may well 
depend on the Soccer- 
oos’ displays in Ki ju 
and in Seoul, and coe 
enthusiasm the team can 
generate all over Aus- 


This is really what the 
Olympic Games is all ab- 
out for us: a milestone 
and the start of another 
new era for Soccer in 
this country. 

I know the Socceroos 
will never lose sight of 
the significance of their 
mission and the part 
they can play in building 
their sport’s future. 

Let’s show them at the 
Olympics that dreams of 
yesterday have come 
true at last, and that 
Soccer is just as “Aus- 
tralian’’ a pastime as 
Aussie Rules or two-up. 

So, as in 1974, it’s 
farewell and good luck 
— and let the world 
begin to respect Austra- 
lia in yet another sport. 
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Peter Nikolich 


ANYONE looking to fill the seat Peter Nikolich 
leaves when he retires on October 31 as general 
Secretary of the SA Soccer Federation can 
forget all about working from 9am-5pm, five 


days a week. 

State Soccer admi- 
nistration at the highest 
level is more of a labour 
of love. 

And the general secret- 
ary puts in seemingly end- 
less hours in the dedi- 
cated pursuit of excell- 
ence, 

“This job has not been 
part of my life, it’s been 
my life,” confessed Niko- 
lich, reflecting on his nine 
years as general secretary 
and nearly 40 years of in- 
volvement in Australian 
Soccer. 

“But I decided once 
you get the wrong side of 
60.it is time for a younger, 
more dynamic person to 
take over. 

“T’ve been thinking of 
Tetiring for the past year, 
but it still is a big shock 
when it arrives. 

“Tt can be a 60-70 hours 
a week job, with work on 
Saturdays, Sundays and 
on public holidays. 

“You also get calls to 
the office during your 
holidays, and your home 
life often is not your own. 
The telephone seems to 
Ting all the time. 

“My wife Jean will not 
know what it will be like 
to have me home so 
much,’’ quipped Niko- 
lich. 

He came to Australia 
from Yugoslavia in 1949, 
via three years in Italy. 

“Soccer was in its in- 
fancy, not developed at 
all,” he said. “I joined the 
then glamour club Birkal- 
la, though we finished 
runners-up to Sturt in the 
premiership that year. 

“I then went to Beog- 
rad. Players in those days 
often held jobs on the 
committee as well as 
playing.” 

After a spell, when 
business took him to Mel- 
bourne in 1955, Nikolich 
returned to Beograd and, 
as club secretary, was 
nominated for the board 
of the then SA Soccer 
League in 1960. 

He was a founder mem- 
ber when the Federation 
was born in 1961, and de- 
legate to the Australian 
Soccer Federation when it 
was created on October 
23, 1961. 

During his spell with 
the SASF, Nikolich was 
chairman for two years, 
chairman of the First Di- 
vision management com- 
mittee, State selector and 
team manager for State 
teams. 

With Adrian Deckers’ 
retirement through ill- 
health in 1979, Nikolich 
took over as general 
secretary of the SASF. 

“There is a vast differ- 
ence in Soccer now from 
the 50s,”’ said Nikolich 
whose looks belie his 61 
years. “We have moved 
from_the parklands into 


stadiums and now have 
players in Australia of the 
quality to play in top 
leagues in England and 
Europe. Tony Dorigo, in 
fact, has gone on to play 
at international level for 
England.” 

Nikolich believes the 
Australian climate puts us 
in a privileged position. 


“We can play 52 weeks 
@ year, where in nearly 
every other country it can 
be too hot or too cold to 
keep playing,” said Niko- 
lich. 


“T believe in the natio- 
nal competition, which 
now is in its 11th year. 
But I know there’s room 
for improvement. I think 
SA is assured a place in 
the National League, but 
only as long as it can 
make it on merit. It has 
no divine right to be 
there. 


“Locally, I'd like to see 
a ‘super’ league of prob- 
ably no more than eight 
clubs with an amateur 
Second Division. 

“Worldwide, there is 
no other city the size of 
Adelaide that can support 
22 non-amateur teams as 
is the set-up here. 


“One of the major fac- 
tors lacking is better faci- 
lities for the public. That 
is something that only can 
be done through the sup- 
port of State and Federal 
Governments.” 

Nikolich firmly believes 
it is a good idea for clubs 
to change from their 
ethnic names. “Adelaide 
City is proof of that,” he 
said. 

“The most pleasing 
aspect of Soccer in Aus- 
tralia is to see us recog- 
nised by world Soccer 
powers. 

“We have earned re- 
spect by our perform- 
ances. 

“The streamlining of 
the administration ranks 
highly among the pleasing 
aspects for SA. Unlike 
other states, the whole 
Soccer scene here is 
under the one umbrella. 

“We are working to 
continue to expand and 
improve communications 
among schools, amateurs, 
juniors and country 
zones.” 

Applications will be 
called to fill Nikolich’s 
position, but no names 
readily come to mind. 

“The person for the job 
needs the proper qual- 
ifications and the ability 
to communicate with peo- 
ple from many different 
backgrounds,” he said. 

“You have to deal with 
people from Government 
institutions, business and 
nearly all walks of life, so 
you must keep abreast of 
what is happening.” 

Nikolich was rich in his 
praise for his Federation 
Staff. 

“My staff, particularly 
my secretary Jo, have 
given me invaluable 
assistance, They, too, 
don’t just work from 9 to 
5. They can_bé called on 
any time, and I’m inde- 
bted to the part they have 
played,” he concluded. 


CANDIDATES IN ALPHA ORDER 


UNDER 21 PLAYER OF YEAR 


John MARKOVSKI . . . SUNSHINE G.C. 
Scott OLLERENSHAW ... ST GEORGE 
Jason POLAK ... SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
Paul TRIMBOLI .. . SOUTH MELBOURNE 


REFEREE OF THE YEAR 


Chris BAMBRIDGE . .. VICTORIA 
Donald CAMPBELL . .. SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
John FRASER . .. VICTORIA 
John McCONNELL . .. NSW 
Gary POWER ... NSW 


COACH OF THE YEAR 


John FLEMING ... WOLLONGONG CITY 
John GARDINER . . . SUNSHINE G.C. 
Brian GARVEY . . . SOUTH MELBOURNE 
Berti MARIANI . .. MARCONI 
Vedran ROZIC . .. SYDNEY CROATIA 


MOST ENTERTAINING PLAYER 


Oscar CRINO . .. FOOTSCRAY 
Manis LAMOND .. . SYDNEY CROATIA 
Zlatko NASTEVSK! ... MARCONI 
Scott OLLERENSHAW ... ST GEORGE 
Robbie SLATER . .. SYDNEY CROATIA 


YOUTH LEAGUE PLAYER-NTH DIV 


Jason BENNETT . .. SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
John COSENTINO ... APIA 
Eric HRIST ... SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
Blago MILICEVIC . .. SYDNEY CROATIA 
Paul OKON .. . MARCONI 


YOUTH LEAGUE PLAYER-SOUTH DIV 
George ALEVISOS . .. SUNSHINE G.C. 


Bill TSIAKOS . .. SOUTH MELBOURNE 
Athan ZACHARIAS ... SUNSHINE G.C. 


OLD MEDAL — NSL AWARDS 


Battle for prestigious prize 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


WHO will be the 
worthy recipient of 
the 1988 Rothmans 
Gold Medal, valued 
at some $4,000, is 
the magic question 
that has Australia’s 
Soccer fraternity 
wondering. 

Of the 68 players in 
the NSL who received 
votes from League re- 
ferees, 19 have streaked 
well away from the rest 
of the pack. 


The top 19 contenders 
to date are: Grahame 
Arnold, Oscar Crino, 
Robbie Slater, Paul 
Wade, Steve Blair, 
Steve Maxwell, Abbas 
Saad, John Kosmina, 
Gary McDowall, Sean 
Parton, John Markovs- 
ki, Kenny Murphy, 
Scott Ollerenshaw, Alan 
Brazil, Ian Gray, Paul 
Trimboli, Jason Polak, 
Robbie Zabica and John 
Stewart. 

At a glittering affair 
this Friday evening at 
Sydney’s Masonic Club, 
in Goulburn Street, the 
prestigious Gold Medal 
will be awarded, for the 
fourth time. 

SBS-TV will be there 
to make live crosses to 
the gala affair. 

It is a night where 
players, referees and 
coaches wait with bated 
breath as the various 
categories are read out 
and the respective 
candidates listed. 

The inaugural Roth- 
mans Gold Medal was 
awarded in 1985 and was 
won by Sydney Croatia’s 
attacking midfielder, 
Jimmy Patikas. 


Bobby Russell, South 
Melbourne’s skipper, 
took out the Gold in 
1987. 


Andrew Zinni, Bruns- 
wick Juventus’ pacy win- 
ger, snatched the Medal 
last year to give Victoria 
a 2-1 lead over NSW. 


Top Contenders 


Jason Kearton, Bris- 
bane Lions’ extremely 
gifted and courageous 
goalkeeper, has had an 
outstanding season this 
year for the Queenslan- 
ders. 

Can Kearton stretch 
out a glove and grab the 
Gold as a first for 
goalkeepers in the 
NSL? 


PAUL TRIMBOLI 


Paul Wade, South 
Melbourne’s Socceroo 
midfielder, not only has 
performed solidly for his 
club, but was also one of 
Australia’s outstanding 
soldiers in the recent 
Gold Cup as well as the 
Olympic Games quali- 
fiers. 


JASON KEARTON 


Jason Polak, Sydney 
Olympic’s elegant mid- 
fielder, is poised to be- 
come the NSL’s most in- 
telligent distributor 
since the days of Joe 
Watson. Polak’s out- 
standing peripheral 
vision has made him a 
most valuable player. 

Steve Maxwell, since 
returning to Adelaide 
City following a sub- 


aes 


INSET: Paul Wade. ABOVE: Steve Maxwell (right) has his shot blocked by Marconi 
goalkeeper Bob Catlin, under the watchful eye of 1988 NSL grand final hero Steve 
Calderan. 


& minently. 


dued season with Mar- 
coni, has lifted his stocks 
enormously as a lethal 
striker. 

Paul Trimboli, South 
Melbourne’s dynamic 
young striker, is rapidly 
developing into a top- 
class attacker with un- 
limited potential. 


Referees 


Easily the hardest job 
in Soccer, (and certainly 
the most thankless of 


} all), has to be the one 


carried out by the 
“Men In Black”, our 
referees. 

Donald Campbell, 
Chris Bambridge, John 
Fraser, Gary Power and 


~ John McConnell are the 


likely candidates for an 
NSL award this season. 
The winner last sea- 


‘son was Don Campbell. 


Coaches 


Berti Mariani, Ved- 
ran Rozic, John Flem- 
ing, Brian Garvey and 
John Gardiner are all in 
line to take the “Coach 
Of The Year’ award. 

Apia’s Rale Rasic was 
last season’s recipient of 
this award. 


Under 21 


In this section, one 
finds it hard to go past 


; the names of Paul Trim- 
_ boli, Jason Polak, Scott 


Ollerenshaw and John 
Markovski, all of whom 
have had outstanding 
seasons with their re- 


© spective clubs. 


Trimboli, as well as 
Polak, has polled 
strongly in the senior 
category. 

Could we be looking 
at a magic ‘double’ 
here? 

Last season’s winner 
was John Markovski. 


Entertainment 


Robbie Slater, Oscar 
Crino, Manis Lamond, 
Scott Ollerenshaw and 
Zilatko Nastevski have 
all scored strongly in this 
section. 

Marconi’s Frank Fari- 
na took out this section 
last season. 


Youth League 

This is a very impor- 
tant category as it recog- 
nises and rewards our 
future internationals 
and talented young play- 
ers just breaking 


5 through. 


The names of Paul 
Okon, John Cosentino, 
Athan Zacharias, Bill 
Tsiakos, Jason Bennett, 
Blago Milicevic, Eric 
Hrist and George Alev- 
isos are featured pro- 
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_ NSW semi-professional aim 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


THE NSW Soccer Federation bears a dis- 
tinct resemblance to the man who was 


pushing his wheelbarrow along the street. 


He had: the job right 
* in front of him. 

And now the Federa- 
tion is working away on 
its plans to consolidate 
the base of semi-pro- 
fessional Soccer in the 
state. 

The clubs accepted 
the recommendation 
that the competitions be 
recast so that the game 
could be properly de- 
veloped in Sydney in 
particular, and through- 
out the state in general. 

It is difficult to see 
how they could have re- 
sponded otherwise. 
Ignoring a real problem 
will never make it go 
away. 

While other sports 
such as rugby league, 
basketball, Australian 
rules and netball have 
been improving, the big 
potential code of Soccer 
football has been sliding 

backwards at a great 
rate of knots. 

Once results were on 
radio; now this is rarely 
the case. And so on. 

Soccer has retreated 


into its corner because 
until now it has dealt 
largely in political sorts 
of considerations, rather 
than researching and 
facing up to all the issues 
that surround it. 

The game is frag- 
mented. The huge 
junior districts are so 
often entirely cut off 
from senior clubs that 
the entire scene tends to 
lack credibility. 

It seems unnecessary 
to have to write that the 
earlier waves of Euro- 
pean Soccer-oriented 
migration have gone, 
and probably for ever. 

Whatever NSW Soc- 
cer does for its own 
salvation, it is depen- 
dent to a large extent to 
those people who are 
here right now. 

And that means the 
people from whatever 
ethnic background they 
come. 

There must be some 
merging together of Soc- 
cer interest ... some 
way of ensuring that the 
paltry few hundred peo- 


ple who attend most ma- 
jor games can be main- 
tained and increased. 

Only a couple of clubs 
in Sydney have crowds 
of genuine NSL propor- 
tions, and even the top 
NSW State League 
crowds are modest 
indeed: 

It is not an easy mat- 
ter to have some clubs 
work in with junior dis- 
tricts, and vice versa. 

And at the same time 
the NSW Amateur Soc- 
cer Federation and its 
huge membership must 
ensure that they retain 
their own organisation 
and strength. 


Giving way to a direct 
affiliation to a particular 
senior club or clubs 
would put the kiss of 
death on the recreation 
aspect of the game. 

In fact, one of the 
problems is that too few 
leading officials have 
had background know- 
ledge of the NSW junior 
and schools scene. 

The vast majority of 
NSW senior clubs, when 
culled down to the ulti- 
mate 20, 24 or 28, will 
have an ethnic base or a 
big ethnic content. 

But the ground will 
have been laid to work 


URUGUAY 
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in with the community 
at large for those that 
have the right attitude. 

For reform to succeed 
in NSW Soccer, the 
whole scene must be 
brought very gradually 
into place. 

Fortunately for the fu- 
ture of the sport, the 
NSW board under its 
president John Constan- 
tine has been prepared 
to carefully address 
these issues. 

And whilst the NSW 
Federation has not re- 
cognised the issue of 
‘one state’ in public, it 
would be surprising if 
many could not see 
down the line to the 
realities that have been 
recognised in amateur 
ranks. 

Of all the states, it is 
foolish to deny that it is 
NSW and Queensland 
who are the ones which 
extend their Soccer in 
strength right through- 
out their territories. 

Consequently NSW 
has the clay that it can 
steadily mould into 


‘TION 
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something really worth- 
while. 

Unfortunately, it can- 
not reach its potential 
without greater media 
support, particularly 
from commercial televi- 
sion. 

Youngsters and men 
will play Soccer galore, 
but until the real media 
battle is won there is in- 
sufficient drawing power 
to bring the public 
through Soccer gates in 
the desired numbers. 

This general sort of 
position existed 50 and 
even 100 years ago. But 
Soccer administration, 
as it has tackled its 
minor battles, has failed 
to address the admitted- 
ly difficult major prob- 
lems. 

Yet the amount of 
goodwill that is available 
to the code in NSW is 
tremendous. Despite 


the forces that stamp The job of reform is 
down on it every time it certain to be difficult in- 
seeks to push ahead, it is deed. Problems will- 
more active than in pre- crop up and need to be 
television days. addressed properly. 


NSW reorganisation 


THE most favourable aspect in re-organis- 
ing NSW semi-professional Soccer is that 
the vast majority of the clubs select them- 
selves. 


Topline clubs in current leagues by and large have 
superior management, financial resources, grounds 
and so on. 

There is no doubt that the NSW Soccer Federa- 
tion should concentrate its main drive on promoting 
no more than two main leagues. 

It is a waste of resources to do otherwise. 

Other clubs of standing can be provided for in 
amateur inter-urban type competitions. 

These are also money-spinners for the Federa- 
tion, which, however, should not permit its admi- 
nistrative process to be cluttered up. 

A large number of the lower clubs should be in 
district football, in the interests of both themselves 
and the game. 

The table herewith sets out some interesting data. 

It covers the current position of First, Second and 
Third Division clubs, players numbers and growth 
prospects. 

There may be some minor adjustements needed. 
where local government boundaries do not conform 
to association areas. 

Excluded of course are numbers of players out- 
side affiliation such as Sydney Amateurs or the 
NSW Churches FA. 


NSW CLUB AND RELATED ASSOCIATION STATISTICS 


ACT 


POPULATION POPULATION 1991 PROPORTION PROPORTION NSWASF PLAYERS NSWSF 
ASSOCIATION/ 1986 NUMBER GROWTH POPULATION POPULATION NUMBER — PERCENT NO. OF CLUBS 
STATISTICAL UNDER 19 OVERSEAS MALE NSL 1ST 2ND 3RD 
DIVISION 1986 BORN 1986 POPULAT, 

MANLY 235458 240500 +2.1% 253 6379 53 14 
Ku-ring-gai 289904 296500 +2.3% 279 6596 46 1 
Gladesville 160306 164000 +2.3% 257 6527 8.0 1 
TOTAL NORTH SHORE 685568 = 701000 +2.2% 265 19502 56 23 
SOUTHERN & EASTERN 347108 335000 -35% 405 2212 12 31 
ST GEORGE 192518 188500 -2.1% 256 28.7 4746 49 11 
SUTHERLAND 175191 193500 +10.5% 319 168 8367 92 it 
TOTAL SOUTHERN 714817717000 +0.3% 315 15325 42 1232 
CANTERBURY 389413 378500 -28% 41.0 4440 22 21 3 
BANKSTOWN 151570 151000 -0.4% 217 5251 67 2 
TOTAL INNER WEST 540983 529500 -2.1% 23.9 373 9691 35 2123 
GRANVILLE 384633 394500 +2.6% 275 6147 34 211 
BLACKTOWN 192442 234500 +21.9% 25.6 5214 52 212 
NEPEAN 242837278500 +14.7% 21.0 6021 48 1 
TOTAL OUTER WEST 819912 907500 +10.7% 25.4 17382 44 523 
SOUTHERN DISTRICTS 246737 287000 +16.3% 35.1 40.0 5033 39 Diertis 
MACARTHUR 165095 213000 +29.0% 415 214 3336 1 

TOTAL SOUTH WEST 411832 500000 +21.4% 324 8369 3.9 222.3 
CENTRAL COAST 791646 231000 +20.5% 30.0 133 

TOTAL SYDNEY 3364858 3586000 +6.6% 30.2 28.9 70269 44 

ILLAWARRA 309345 4039 141 
SOUTH EASTERN 1 
CENTRAL WEST 161597 1085 4 
HUNTER 1 
OTHER 

TOTAL NSW 5401881 314 6 13 14 12 


2 


CURRENT NSW DISPERSION OF CLUBS 


ASSOCIATION NSL ist 2ND 3RD TOTAL 
MANLY WARRINGAH MANLY 2 
KU-RING-GAI KU-RING-GAI NS. ARTM. 2 
aS eee GLADESVILLE GLADESVILLE 1 
on oR : TOTAL NORTH SHORE 5 
Superb profiles of stars like PELE and DIEGO MARADONA, portraits of 
team managers like HELMUT SCHOEN and CESAR LUIS MENOTTI, SOUTHERN & EASTERN KINGSFORD QUEENS UNI. BONDI 4 
behind the scenes discussions with referees like CLIVE THOMAS of ST GEORGE ST GEORGE ROCKDALE 2 
Wales and ARNOLD CUELHO of Brazil. SUTHERLAND SUTHERLAND PORT HACK. : 
TO: CELEBRITY SPORTS INTERNATIONAL P/L LOTS SOEs 
C/- AUSTRALIAN WEEKLY CANTERBURY APIA OLYMPIC CANT.MARR. CANT. DIST. 6 
P.O. Bex 486 BANKSTOWN BANKS, SYD. MAC. CONCORDIA 2 
BROADWAY NSW 2067 TOTAL INTER WEST 8 
Please forward ... copies of ‘The Story of The World Cup 
video/s at $39.00 each plus $3.00 post and handling. GRANVILLE MELITA YUGAL CHILE BAULK. 4 
s BLACKTOWN BLACK C. POLONIA BLACK U. MT. ORUITT 5 
i VHS BETA NEPEAN URUGUAY 1 
Bloase tee = TOTAL OUTER WEST 10 
eateanssacoeses or charge m 
Userrctose 1) ,coegue togevacrceratone eee SOUTHERN DISTRICTS CROATIA MARCONI AVALA K. TOMISLAV 6 
creditcard MACARTHUR CAMPBELL. M'BANK $.DIST 1 
MASTER CARD CEETTITITITITIT |) om somvess 
VISA Sag CENTRAL COAST 
xpiry date -FOTAL SYDNEY 
BANKCARD THE SUN Britain's biggest 
ce eee ILLAWARRA W'GONG W'GONG M.C. FAIRY M. 3 
Signature seca eae, SOUTH EASTERN NSW MONARO 1 
Name. * "A WORLD CUP CRACKER CENTRAL WEST NSW BATHURST ORANGE 2 
— A MUST FOR FANS” HUNTER NEWCASTLE 1 
ACT. CANBERRA AS. 2 
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Anatomy of a relegation 


TO gauge an accurate 


reflection of just what 


did happen to Bruns- 
wick Juventus in 1988, 
one needs look no 
further than the for- 
tunes of two of the 
club’s stars in Andew 
Zinni and Gary McDo- 
wall. 

Eight months ago Zin- 
ni, McDowall and Juven- 
tus were all riding high. 

In just that small span 
of time both players and 
their club have come 
crashing back to earth 
with a thud. 

It is not out of the ques- 
tion to suggest that not 
only have McDowall and 
Zinni’s disastrous season 
reflected the fortunes of 
Juventus but it also ex- 
plains why Juve crashed 
out of the NSL. 

Let’s examine case his- 
tories: 

Juventus had shown ex- 
cellent post-season and 
pre-season form by win- 
ning the 1987 Italian Cup 
and advancing through 
the early round of the 
Beach Fashions Cup. 
Eight months later, and 
the club is out of the NSL 
and on its knees. 

McDowall was a first 
choice Socceroo until that 
fateful Olympic play-off 
against Israel. Now he’s a 
green and gold outcast 
likely to be lining up in 
the Victorian State 
League next season. 

Zinni was also a Soc- 
ceroo at the turn of the 
year, but a succession of 
injuries forced him out of 
the green and gold and of 


BY GREG BLAKE 


a struggling Juventus 
side. The reigning Roth- 
man’s Medal winner, 
proclaimed as the most 
exciting winger in the 
country 12 months ago, is 
out in the cold with a rele- 
gated team. 

Of the trio, Zinni has 
had the roughest ride on a 
downhill slope. 

For him 1988 was the 
chance to cement his Soc- 
ceroo place and answer 
the critics who tried to de- 
grade his 1987 Rothman’s 
Medal victory. 

Zinni is your classic 
‘nice bloke’, charming, 
placid and well-spoken. 

At least, he was until 
the last 12 months soured 
him. 

He’s as mad as hell and 
who can blame him? 

“I was really upset and 
angry at the people who 
criticised my Rothman’s 
Medal win,” he told 
ASW this week. 

“Obviously, they are 
entitled to their own opin- 
ions on who should win 
but what stung me was 
that normally the press 
simply report on who won 
the Medal and why. 

“With me the press, 
especially the Sydney 
media, seemed preoccu- 
pied with explaining why 
others should have won 
and why I didn’t deserve 
to win.” 

Zinni’s anger is more 
born of frustration at not 
having had the chance to 
answer his critics in the 
best way he knows how - 
on the field. 


TOMORROW MORNING (THURSDAY) 4AM 


NAPOLI 


(ITALY) 


His name in the record 
books as 1987 “Best and 
Fairest”, Zinni was pre- 
paring for a big year 
which should have started 
with the Socceroos 
against FC Goteborg. 

Instead, 1988, as he 
says, “was a disaster 
from day one”. 

“I was plagued with 
injuries from the start,” 
he explained. 

“Secondly, there were 
quite a few players not 
happy at Juventus earlier 
in the year under Len 
McKendry. 

“I was never happy 
playing where I was at the 
time, We were giving 100 
per cent but we weren’t as 
confident as we should 
have been. 

“The promise we 
showed pre-season saw 
fruition under Manfred 
Schaefer, but in the end 
we just couldn’t pull it 
off.” 


Zinni, whose contract 
with Juventus ends in 
November, still believes 
he has to defend his Roth- 
man’s Medal win even 
though long after the 
knockers have disap- 
peared his name will be in 
the record books. 

But it won’t be until 
1989 that he’ll get the 
chance to erase a thor- 
oughly forgettable eight 
months. 

McDowall calls 1988 
“a nightmare”. 

That’s harldy surprising 
considering the big defen- 
der has had to endure 
missing what he says 
would have been the big- 


gest games of his life in 
the Gold Cup and 
Olympc finals. 

It speaks volumes for 


" the heart of the big Scot 


that McDowall, despite 
being publically bashed 
from pillar to post over 
the ‘kicking’ affair against 
Israel, hasn’t let the club 
down. 

Despite the club’s dis- 
mal form and his demise 
as an international, 
McDowall has continued 
on as he always has done, 
giving his all on the field. 

“The whole year has 
just sickened me,” he 
says. 

The repercussions of 
what happened in that 
fateful Israel game in 
New Zealand will haunt 
McDowall for many years 
to come. 

His international career 
is postponed and perhaps 
cancelled for all time. 

Mud sticks and even if 
there was a way out of his 
five-year contract at 
Juventus, there is no 
guarantee he would be 
snapped up by another 
club. 

Of missing the Soccer- 
oos’ exploits in the Gold 
Cup he says: “Watching 
that just tore me up 
inside, 

“And then there was 
the relegation thing on 
top of that. 

“What disgusts me 
most in Victorian Soccer 
are the rumours about 
other Victorian players 
wanting us out of the 
league. 

“If anything, the 
whole business has made 
me all the more deter- 
mined to come back again 
but right now I’m just 
going to forget all about 
football for a couple of 
months. 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 
SBS-TV will bring in 
live coverage direct 
from the San Paolo 
Stadium in Naples of 
the clash between 
Napoli of Italy and 
PAOK of Greece in the 
first leg of the UEFA 
Cup. 

Transmission begins at 
4am tomorrow (Thursday 
September 8), and Les 
Murray and Johnny War- 
ren will host the present- 
ation. 

In the SBS studios will 
be Marconi’s midfielder 
Peter Katholos, who two 
seasons ago played in 
Greece with champions 
Larissa. 

Katholos told ASW last 
night: ‘“‘Obviously the 
Italian side are outright 
favourites for this one, 
especially as they are 
playing at home in 
Naples. 

“But PAOK shouldn’t 
be readily discounted. 

“Just recently, they 
walloped Ajax of Amster- 
dam 41 in a friendly clash 
in Thessalonika. 

“This was a most 
creditable performance, 
because only two weeks 
ago the same Ajax team 
crushed a star-studded 
Olympiakos in Athens 
41. 

“PAOK uses a 4-4-2 
formation and their star 


Direct from the San Paolo Stadium 


NAPOLI 


PAOK 


DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE 


Broadcasting on UHF 
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player is 28 year old mid- 
fielder and captain 
George Skardados. 

“Most of the action re- 
volves around Skardados, 
who is also a member of 
the Greek national team. 

“He scored one of their 
four goals against the 
Dutchmen. 


“Another star player is 
tight-back, Nick Alavan- 
das, who is a former in- 
ternational player and 
loves to overlap down the 
line.” 


The match could see an 
Australian in action 
against the rich, star-stud- 
ded Italian side. 

John Anastasiadis, 
formerly of Heidelberg 
United and now playing 
with PAOK, could be cal- 


Peter Katholos-guest. 


led in to line up against 
world soccer’s megastar, 
the fabulous Maradona. 

Dominic Galati, SBS’s 
Soccer producer, last 
night promised: ‘‘This 
UEFA Cup match will be 
the first of many more 
satellite presentations we 
have scheduled for our 
viewers. 

“On Thursday, October 
20, we will bring in live 
the World Cup elimina- 
tion clash between Eng- 
land and Sweden direct 
from Wembley Stadium. 

“SBS has also pencilled 
further live coverages of 
the Scottish battle of 
giants, Celtic vs Rangers 
in November and in De- 
cember we will screen the 
Toyota Cup direct from 
Tokyo.” 


(GREECE) 
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Marconi and Croatia 


The Johnny Warren Page 


THERE is little doubt for me that our two 
best sides took part in the National League 
grand final at Parramatta Stadium last 
Sunday. 

Sydney Croatia and Marconi Fairfield over the 
entire year have been the two best teams and I say 
this with due respect to South Melbourne who came 
close and were only exposed in the final rounds 
when their understandable inexperience showed. 

Their time will come in the near future. 

Both Marconi and Sydney Croatia deserved to 
fight it out for the national title simply because they 
are better qualified than, say, the Wollongong City 
Wolves. 

Wollongong did not deserve to be the national 
champion. 

They were boosted by a stream of guest players — 
Alan Brazil, Paul Mariner, Trevor Francis and in 
recent weeks Marshall Soper. 

I don’t believe you can win a national title by 
flying players in and out of the country for a couple 
of games here and there. 

All it did was deny a youngster the chance and 
DID NOT boost crowds in the Illawarra area. 

Marconi and Sydney Croatia probably would have 
won the minor premiership if it had not been for 
continual disruptions by national team commit- 
ments. 

Again, Wollongong was not upset by constant 
Socceroo camps, matches, Olympic qualifiers and 
Bicentennial Gold Cup duties, as they did not have a 
player in the squad. 


nak 
aan 


It’s a long way from playing in Australia to 
appearing on the world stage, but that is exactly the 
amazing path of former Heidelberg star John Anas- 
tasiadis could be taking on Thursday morning when 
SBS TV will bring in live (4am kick off) the Euro- 
pean match between Napoli and Anastasiadis' new 
club PAOK 

Twelve months ago Anasf@M@m@is was running 
around with Heidelberg. On Thursday morning he 
could be matching it with Maradona and company. 

Is it any wonder so many of our best kids are 
heading off for greener pastures overseas? 


wae 


Olympia Houliaris of Canterbury Girls’ High 
School scored one of the goals for her school in their 
5-1 defeat of East Hills in the final of the Common- 
wealth Bank Soccer Cup final. 

In the boys’ final Cabramatta High School beat 
Fairvale 1-0 in extra-time. 

Cabramatta High, which won the 319-strong NSW 
High School competition last year, are .coached by 
Sydney Olympic’s George Haniotis. 


kak 


SBS TV’s Andy Paschalidis will marry Jane Per- 
kins on Sunday, September 18 with many Australian 
Soccer people among the invited guests. 


wae 


I am among these who agree Australian Soccer 
should finish its season with a grand final. 

It is a fitting climax to the year and in the past 
we've had many memorable grand finals. 

In NSW, in pre-National League days, grand fi- 
nals were always popular, always high-scoring and 
nearly always providing upsets. 

My first grand final back in 1960 saw Canterbury 
beat the great Prague team 5-2 at Henson Park. 


Score a 
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The following year we, Canterbury, were 
thrashed 4-1 by Hakoah, who won by a big margin 
again in 1962 when they beat Budapest 4-2. 

Who will forget the 1963 finale . . . a whopping 4- 
0 win to South Coast over Apia before a record 
30,000- plus crowd? 

I won’t forget 1964 ... Apia hammered St 
George 7-2 with John Watkis getting five goals. 

Sydney Olympic, or Pan Hellenic, lost 4-2 to 
Hakoah in 1968; St George 5 Apia 2 in 1967; Yugal 
4 St George 0 in 1970 . . . all-high scoring and nearly 
all huge upsets. 

In one-leg grand finals in the National League 
we’ve seen goals galore — and surprise results: 

Hakoah 4 Marconi 1 (1978); Heidelberg 4 Sydney 
City 0 (1980); St George 3 Sydney City 1 (1982); and, 
of course, last year when Saints 4 downed Apia 0. 


Bob Catlin carries Tony Henderson in triumph 
after last Sunday’s grand final. 


= 


Jo n Anas as igi ‘ac! ion for Hei el- 
berg against South Melbourne Hellas. 


Big One! 


A packed grandstand at Bruce Stadium — those were the 


pad, 
ae 


ACT Soccer. 


sar St 


great years for 


Hendo, Bruce Stadium retire 


TWO news items 
made it a pretty sad 
time for me last 
week, 

Both came out on the 
same day, both at one 
time were almost 
synonymous and both, 
sadly, were great losses 
to Australian Soccer. 

The Canberra Raiders 
rugby league team (they 
are called Canberra now 
that they are successful. 
They used to be called 
Queanbeyan) were to 
take over the National 
Sports Centre, or Bruce 
Stadium, in Canberra, 
and Tony Henderson 
announced his intention 
to step down from the 
West End National Soc- 
cer League. 

Amazingly, not a 
word of protest from 
Soccer over the loss, and 
it will be permanent, of 
arguably the nation’s 
finest football stadium 
to Queanbeyan Rugby 
League Club. 

At least the athletics 
association in the natio- 
nal capital put up a bit of 
a fight to retain the sta- 
dium for athletics. 

Soccer, which used to 
be the major tenant, 
surrendered without 
even a “‘letter to the 
editor’’ or,for that 
matter, a mention in the 
Canberra media. 

Athletics had lost out 
to rugby league which 
now intends to upgrade 
the ground, remove the 
athletics track — and 
Soccer field” — to make 


way for the ‘‘greatest’ 
y g 


game of all’’, which 
quite frankly didn’t rate 
a look-in when Canber- 
ra City kicked off in the 
national competition 
back in 1977. 


‘Hendo’ 


Then Soccer had the 
town to itself thanks in 
no minor way to the 
club’s original skipper 


and genuine star, Tony 
Henderson. 

‘Hendo’ was the 
second player to arrive 
in Canberra in Novem- 
ber 1976. 

On the recommenda- 
tion of former Arsenal 
and England Youth 
team goalkeeper Ron 
Tilsed, who had come to 
Canberra via South 
Africa and was the only 
player signed by the 
newly formed club, 
Tony Henderson was 
contacted. 

Tilsed raved about the 
player who had played 
in front of him the sea- 
son before in South 
Africa. 

Tilsed’s recommenda- 
tion was followed up 
quickly by a pretty de- 
sperate new club which 
had eight weeks to put 
together a team for the 
inaugural season of the 
Philips Soccer League of 
Australia. 

‘Hendo’ arrived in 
Canberra shortly after- 
wards to start a journey 
that was to take him to 
the top of the game in 
this country. 

In Canberra’s first 
season Henderson play- 
ed sensationally. 

The heart and soul of 
the young Canberra 
team, he more than did 
his bit to ensure an aver- 
age home crowd of 6500 
in Canberra’s second 
season at the splendid 
Bruce Stadium. 

Playing in the stopper 
tole, skipper Henderson 
scored eight goals in his 
first season, most of 
them from fabulous sla- 
lom-like runs from the 
heart of his defence, 
finished off with power- 
ful shooting. 

He was a great influ- 
ence on the younger 
players of that time — 
Hogg, Moulis, Milova- 
novic, Heywood, Byrne, 
Lindenmayer, Willett 


Before any other 
sport had the “guts” or 
vision to go national, in 
those days Hendo play- 
ed a huge role in making 
it possible for Soccer to 
lead the way. 

He was a genuine star 
in the national capital,: 
known by all, who were 
inspired by some 
tremendous perform- 
ances from the team’s 
skipper. 

It was inevitable: 
budget-restricted Can- 
berra could not retain 
‘Hendo’ for ever. It was 
no surprise when he 
joined Marconi after the 
second season. 


In many ways Can- 
berra never recovered 
from the loss of Hen- 
derson. 

His 10 years at Marco- 
ni were highlighted by 
the Australian captaincy 
and a decade of first- 
class service to Marconi. 

Marconi being the 
club they are, I am sure 
they will give ‘Hendo’ a 
fitting farewell. 

For me the loss of 
Henderson and Bruce: 
Stadium on the same 
day were closely inter- 
related. 

Had Canberra City 
had the capacity to re- 
tain the Hendersons, 
Farinas, Lamonds, Phil- 
lips, Frankens, etc, 
there is 
little doubt the game 
would be well repre- 
sented in the national 
capital and still packing 
them in at Bruce 
Stadium. 


That Canberra were 
unable to retain their 
stars, starting with Hen- 
derson, is the reason the 
game is struggling in the 
ACT and why our 
“enemy”, rugby league, 
has now taken over Aus- 
tralian Soccer’s finest 
stadium — without even 
a wimper of protest 
from us all. 


Remember, oily 
Lotto gives you 
a chance at a 
million every 
time you play. 


===] QUEENSLAND 
SOCCER FEDERATION 


The QSF is proudly sponsored by... 


Queensiand’s Greg Russell reports .. . 


7 BOND BREWING 


XXX 


Our beer 


BY GREG RUSSELL 


THE Queensland Soccer Federation management committee is to 
investigate a proposed merger agreement between leading 
Queensland XXXX League clubs Brisbane City and Easts. 


City and Easts last 
week announced they 
would combine forces if 
City, the Queensland 
premiers, win the NSL 
promotion play-offs this 
season. The two clubs 
intend pooling their 
playing resources but 
they will maintain their 
current identities. 

Under the agreement, 
which was negotiated in 
six weeks of secret meet- 
ings, if City regains NSL 
status, it will not field 
teams in the Queensland 
Soccer Federation for 
the first time in 28 years. 

Easts will be City’s 
local representative, 
with players moving be- 
tween the two clubs 
under a system of prim- 
ary and secondary re- 
gistrations which is legal 
under current QSF 
tules. 

The precedent for the 
system was the now de- 
funct Queensland State 
League, where players 
registered with clubs in 
country centres were 
also available for selec- 
tion in the regional state 
league teams. 

But outgoing QSF ex- 
ecutive director Alan 
Vessey has warned that 
the system ran into 
problems during the 
State League, where 


some players found it 
difficult to organise their 
priorities. 

The merger agree- 
ment will be monitored 
by a six-man committee, 
comprising three repre- 
sentatives from each 
club. 

“Obviously, there will 
be problems encoun- 
tered along the way, but 
I am sure these will be 
sorted out in the spirit of 
the agreement,” said 
City secretary John Pon- 
turo, who made the ini- 
tial approach to Easts. 

“City want to be an 
NSL club and Easts are 
content at the moment 
to be a force in the 
XXXXK League. 
Together we can achieve 
both aims,’’ Ponturo 
said. 

“We also chose Easts 
because they are a club 
on the southside of the 
river which gives us an 
overall Brisbane appeal 
and they are recognised 
as a team with an Aus- 
tralian background. We 
felt to combine two 
ethnic-orientated clubs 
could pose problems.” 

The benefits of the 
merger initially appear 
very much in City’s 
favour. The club will 
have free access to 
Easts’ state players Stein 


A series of courses will be held at Perry 
Park next month which will offer a wide 
range of learning opportunities for people 


' from all sections of the code. 


The Queensland Soccer Coaches Association is 
organising the three courses, which cover coaching, 
fitness and injury-prevention. 

The annual ASF Level II coaching course will be 
held at Perry Park, under the guidance and direction 
of state coach Bruce Stowell in October. 

The course will be on the weekends of October 
15-16 and 22-23 and on night sessions on Tuesday, 
October 18, Wednesday, October 19 and Thursday, 
October 20. The cost is $70, which includes the 
highly informative BHP-sponsored manual. 

The fitness-for-Soccer course, which has proved a 
huge success in the past, will be run again on the 
weekend of October 29-30. The lecturer will be 
Michael Dalgleish (B.App.Sc), who is the state team 
physio and has been appointed to the Australian 
Under 16s. 

All aspects of Soccer fitness and the workings of 
the body in relation to players of all ages will be 
discussed. The lectures will also outline fitness pro- 
grammes through the four energy systems. 

The course is open to anybody interested in Soc- 
cer specifics. The cost is $45, which includes 
lunches. 

A sports injury prevention course will be held at 
Perry Park on Sunday, October 31, from 6pm, open 
to any interested persons. The cost is $10, and 
includes a strapping workshop. 

Anyone interested in registering for any of the 
three courses, or wishing to gain further information 
is urged to contact Bruce Stowell on 252 5327 or 
Reg Dyer on 372 3239. 


Grodum and Billy 
McDermott and striker 
Wayne Corbett, who is 
second only to City’s 
Kieran Cooper as the 
XXXX League leading 
scorer. They would also 
get a host of other ex- 
perienced players in- 
cluding Carl Scott, Tony 
Kane and State League 
team youngsters Darren 
Freiberg and Mark 
Geritz. 

Ponturo said Easts, 
who are fourth in the 
XXXX League, had 
been chosen because the 
club’s aims and objec- 
tives complemented 
those of City. 

But Ponturo points 
out Easts will also be- 
nefit. “Under the agree- 
ment, City must provide 
a squad of 20 NSL-stan- 
dard players. On any 
one weekend they can- 
not play, Easts will have 
on call at least six or 
seven top players,” he 
said. 

But the proposal is 
not without opposition. 
Easts coach John Sime, 
who learned of the 
scheme secondhand 
after a leak, is believed 
to be far from impressed 
about the idea of be- 
coming an understudy to 
the City NSL coach. He 
so far has declined to 
comment, but is tipped 
to leave Heath Park if 
the scheme goes ahead. 

A number of Easts 
members are also 
against the merger idea 
and believe it will split 
the club. But Tigers 
president John Williams 
has moved to call a 
special club meeting to 
explain all details of the 
agreement. 

But the entire plan is 
conditional on City win- 
ning the NSL promotion 
play-offs and that could 
be where the whole 


proposal stumbles . . . 


BRISBANE City’s 
hopes of competing 
in next year’s Natio- 
nal League could 
rest on a specially- 
called meeting on 
September 15. 

The club, which will 
be Queensland’s repre- 
sentative in the NSL 
promotion play-offs 
against Adelaide 
Croatia and the yet-to- 
be-decided Victorian 
State League champions 
believes its: only chance 
of assembling a top NSL 
team for 1989 is if a 
$5000 transfer limit is in- 
troduced in the Sun- 
shine State. 


After initially floating 
the idea a month ago, 
City now has invited its 
64 fellow-Queensland 
Soccer Federation mem- 
ber clubs to Spencer 
Park to discuss the 
transfer cap proposal. 

In a seven-paragraph 
invitation sent to all 
clubs, John Ponturo 
asked their delegates to 
attend the meeting 
“with the interest of 
Queensland Soccer in 
your heart and cool logic 
and reason in your 
minds”. 

Current QSF transfer 
tules provide for a $5000 
maximum only for play- 
ers who have not repre- 
sented the state. The 
players City obviously 
want to attract to 
Spencer Park are mainly 
those from other clubs 
who have worn the 
Maroon. 


A group of youngsters from the Sunshine State primary schools team. 


In the circularised in- 
vitation, Ponturo 
claimed that if a 
Queensland club was 
ever to be successful in 
the NSL, the transfer 
tules had to be changed 
to allow the top local 
talent to be bought at 
Tealistic prices. 


LAWRIE OUDENDYK 


But a number of clubs 
have slammed the City 
move as hypocritical. 

City last year refused 
to budge on an appeal- 
set $25,000 fee for their 
captain Frank Mengotti 
when he wanted to 
switch to Lions, who 
had been newly-pro- 
moted to the NSL. After 
Mengotti threatened to 
sit out the season, the 
club eventually released 
him to Lions for $20,000 
— the second highest in- 
trastate Soccer transfer. 

But Brisbane Lions 
secretary Lawrence 
Oudendyk said he consi- 
dered it odd City were 
only motivated enough 
to change the rules now 
that they are affected by 
them. 

“They weren’t in- 
terested in helping us 
last year. In fact, they 
voted against us retain- 
ing our place in the 
XXXX League. We re- 
member that very well,” 
Oudendyk said. 


Gamblers lucky again? 


THE Gold Coast Gamblers, fresh from their Ampol Cup final 
success over North Star, are now eying the $2500 Soccer 6 Indoor function include the player of the year, coach of the 
Tournament to be held at the Brisbane Entertainment Centre next year, referee of the year and rookie of the year. 


month. 


The Gamblers, who beat North Star 4-2 in extra-time in last month’s cup final, 
are to field a top-strength team in the tournament which will be played along the 
same lines as the recent highly successful XXXX Super 6 tournament which 
featured Nottingham Forest, Arsenal and Manchester City. 

Organisers of the tournament said the same style indoor arena would be used 


with Perspex walls. 


The Gamblers are likely to start tournament favorites if their team includes 
New Zealand international Paul Halford, who clinched the cup final victory. 
The tournament, which will run over eight weeks from October 17, is open to 


all registered QSF players. 


Anyone wishing to play in the tournament should contact promoters Promark 
International on (07) 832 6708. 


Lucky 
Misses 


WESTERN Suburbs 
representative, 
Alana-Jane Riley, is 
this year’s Miss 
Queensland Soccer. 
Alana-Jane was 
crowned the winner at a 
function attended by 
more than 350 people at 
the Italo-Australian 
Centre last week. Her 
prize included $2000 air 
travel from Qantas. 
Runner-up was 
Tamara Kopp, repre- 


AER 


Drama senting Industrial 

Yugal, who won a re- 

over turn airfare to Sydney, 

Cap on courtesy of Australian 
Airlines. 

domestic Third was Mount 

transfers Gravatt’s Nikki Geor- 


giou, who won a 
weekend at the Gold 
Coast International. 


FRANK MENGOTTI 


Awards galore 


THE voting slips have gone out for this 
year’s Queensland Soccer Press Associa- 
tion Players’ Player of the Year. 

The award was first introduced to the annual 
function last year and proved a huge hit. The inau- 
gural winner was Coalstars midfielder Andy Ogden, 
the younger brother of Lions NSLer, John Ogden. 

The winner of this year’s award will be announced 
at the QSPA function to be held at Perry Park on 
Friday, October 21. 

Under the rules of the award, the 16 players at 
each XXXX League club who played the most num- 
ber of matches through the season are eligible to 
vote. They can neither vote for themselves nor any 
other player registered with their club. 

Other awards to be announced at the annual 


Many of the awards could be decided in the forth- 
coming XXXX League finals series. 

Brisbane City’s Kieran Cooper looks unbeatable 
for the Australian Airlines XXXX League leading 
scorer award while Lions Nick Meredith was the 
state’s leading NSL scorer. 

Other awards include the Reg Erskine memorial 
award for services to Soccer and the George Roberts 
memorial award for the best Queenslander in the 
annual interstate clash with NSW, which this year 
was goalkeeper Jason Kearton. 

The QSPA team of the year also will be 
announced. 
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and views 
State 


Story 
FROM DAVE WILLIAMS 


TEAMS to represent Newcastle Coca-Cola Hun- 
ters and NSW Country in the 1988 Under 16 
challenge match to be played in October have 


been announced. 


The challenge fixture 
will be played as the early 
game to the Northern 
NSW versus Tasmania 
Bicentennial interstate 
match at Macquarie Field 
on October 2. 

The Hunters team is: 
David Dunkley, Daniel 
Gleeson, Shane 
Oberekar, Jeremy Nor- 
gard, Cameron Hull (Au- 
stral United); Jason Aird, 
Jamie Rufo, Ricky Mon- 
crief (Highfields Azzurri); 
Michael Cain, Aaron Par- 
son (Adamstown); Lucas 
Olney, Stuart Hopton, 
Simon Burnett (Lake 
Macquarie); Colin Kirk- 
wood (Maitland); 
Anthony Danato (Car- 
diff); Ian Richardson 


Big night for 
ACT awards 


(Weston). Coach: Ossie 
Bellamy. 


The Country squad is: 
Andrew Jolliffe, Gerard 
McCarthy, Alex Paul, 
Kirk Westwood, Roy 
Brown (Tamworth); Phil- 
lip Hewitt, Stephen 
Shing, Ben Calcott 
(Armidale); Peter Ragno, 
Tony Amato, Darren 
Bultitude (Tuncurry); 
Brendan Wise (Forster); 
Danile Peroy (Bonny 
Hills); Tony Latham (Port 
Macquarie). Reserves: 
Shane Gaudry (Bonny 
Hills); Jason Deeney 
(Forster Keys); Gavin 
Simpson (Port Mac- 
quarie). Coach: Mauro 
Ragno (Tuncurry). 


BY GRAHAM COOKE 


THERE are about a dozen candidates still in 
the running for the first ACT Rothmans 
Player of the Year award, to be made at a 
black-tie ceremony at the Lakeside Hotel 


on October 14. 


The winner will be a 
closely guarded secret 
until his name is read 
out on the night, but in- 
dications are that the 
race is still wide open 
with a couple of rounds 
to go. 


One of the favourites 
would have to be 
Croatia Deakin’s classy 
defender Jim Harkins. 


The former Canberra 
City NSL star has been 
the foundation of his 
team’s championship 
campaign which has 
seen it concede a miserly 
four goals in 12 matches 
so far, and the title 
would be a fitting 
farewell present to the 
man who intends to re- 
turn to his native Scot- 
land to live. 


But he is certain to re- 
ceive stiff competition 
from another defender, 
Peter Thomson of Tug- 
geranong United. 


“Thommo” has been 
around ACT Soccer for 
as long as many younger 
players can remember, 
until this season associ- 
ated with Canberra City 
Olympians. 

It is no coincidence 
that his switch to United 
has resulted in that 
team’s best season in the 
competition with a first 


appearance in the 
Ampol Cup series a 
near-certainty. 


John Walsh can never 
be discounted at Belcon- 
nen United, and while 
CCAE’s success this 
season has been: built.on 
16 


teamwork rather than 
individual stars, Claudio 
Ciuffetelli would have to 
be a possibility. 

Concordia-Canberra’s 
season has been disap- 
pointing, but former 
Fijian international 
Mohammed Saleem has 
often stood out, while 
another Fijian, Abdul 
Manaan, has turned in 
his usual solid work at 
Juventus. 

If there is to be a dark 
horse, how about Theo 
Bogatzis at Canberra 
City Olympians? In a 
disastrous season for his 
club, he has led by ex- 
ample. A couple more 
players of his talent and 
dedication, and Olym- 
pians would not be in 
grave danger of Second 
Division football next 
season. 

The evening will see a 


number of other awards. | 


Youth Player of the 
Year will go to the 
youngster who polls 
highest in the senior 
vote; the Craig Muir 
Trophy will, as usual, be 
presented to the most 
outstanding ACT player 
in the Australian Youth 
Championships; and the 
Ampol Cup winner will 
be formally honoured. 

That black-tie func- 
tion is aimed only at the 
First Division clubs, 
with two players, two 
officials and the coach of 
each of the eight mem- 
bers attending. 

The newly-elected 
chairman of the ASF, 
Jan Brusasco, will be 
one of the special 
guests. 


THE Socceroos were given a stiff workout 
in Newcastle last Wednesday night as a 
prelude to their departure for Korea and a 
place in the 1988 Olympic tournament. 


An enthusiastic crowd 
of just under 8,000 pack- 
ed Austral Park for the 
exhibition game planned 
and promoted by the 
Austral United club and 
witnessed unexpected 
resistance from Willie 
Gallagher’s Newcastle 
Austral invitation side. 

The Socceroos won 
2-0 with goals in the 64th 


Major semi-final win for 


ADAMSTOWN 
Rosebud, after re- 
peating its premier- 
ship success of last 
season, made cer- 
tain of back-to-back 
grand final appear- 
ances with a 2-0 win 
over premiership 
runner-up West 
Wallsend in last 
Sunday’s Northern 
NSW State First Di- 
vision major semi- 
final. 


Adamstown now 
moves into the grand 
final to be played at 
Macquarie Field on 
September 17, while 
West Wallsend and 
Highfields Azzurri, 
which eliminated Wes- 
ton Bears in the minor 
semi-final last Saturday, 
will play off in the pre- 
liminary final at Weston 
on Sunday for the right 
to meet Adamstown. 

Adamstown showed 
on Sunday that it had 
the potential to take out 
the 1988 grand final with 
a strong display high- 
lighted by two Ross 
Wells goals — one in the 
fourth minute and the 
other in the 77th 
minute. 

Skipper and midfiel- 
der John McQuarrie 
provided Wells with the 
two opportunities, and 
the speedy former High- 
fields Azzurri front-run- 
ner made certain that 
they were not wasted. 


lees 


and 8ist minute, but 
only after the home 
team had given a spi- 
tited first half perform- 
ance and failed to wilt in 
the closing stages of the 
second term. 

The Socceroos were 
without regulars Gra- 
ham Jennings, Graham 
Arnold, Frank Farina 
and Alan Hunter who 


Neither Azzurri nor 
Weston came to terms 
with the strong north- 
westerly wind that mar- 
ted the first half of the 
minor semi-final. 


Despite running into 
the wind in the first half, 
it was Weston who 
struck first. 


Dominic Marrone 
made the break on the 
tight and worked his 
way behind the Azzurri 
defence, to cross low 
through the goal area 
for Mark Humphries to 
score from about 12 
metres. 


Azzurri equalised be- 
fore half-time, when 
skipper Joe Senkalski 
received the benefit of a 
rebound from the Wes- 
ton crossbar and had no 
trouble to beat Trevor 
Morris from close range. 


The scores were lock- 
ed at 1-1 at fulltime, but 
Azzurri broke the im- 
passe in the fourth mi- 
nute of extra-time when 
Wayne Lambert pierced 
the Weston backline and 
Scott Harrison, timing 
his run perfectly, picked 
up the pass to hook the 
ball into the left hand 
corner of the net. 


Both teams played 
out the remaining 26 mi- 
nutes of the extra-time, 
but the score remained 
in Azzurri’s favour, de- 
spite some hard work by 
Weston’s energetic mid- 
fielder Dennis King. 


Wollongong City’s GIACOMO MORLANDO gets 
tangled with Footscray’s WARREN SPINK 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY — SEPTEMBER 7, 1988 


were in training with 
their clubs, Sydney 
Croatia and Marconi, 
for last Sunday’s Natio- 
nal League grand final, 
and the injured Wally 
Savor. 

Newcastle included at 
various stages of the 
game, Peter Tredinnick, 
Michael Boogard, 
Ralph Maier, Darren 
Stewart and Bobby 
Naumov, and the mix 
worked so well that the 
game appeared to be 
headed for a draw. 

Indeed, it was Peter 
Tredinnick (who with 


SOLID Wollongong defender Jock Morlan- 
do has to decide whether he can keep play- 


8,000 Newcastle crowd for Roos 


BY DAVE WILLIAMS 


his younger brother 
Howard, the Newcastle 
skipper, shared some of 
the game’s honours) who 
drove in the best shot of 
the night - a 25-metre 
screamer - that brought 
an equally fine save 
from Jeff Olver. 

In the end it was left 
to John Kosmina to give 
the Socceroos the lead 
with a shot on the tum 
in the 64th minute. 

Nine minutes from 
full-time, Scott 
Ollerenshaw put the re- 
sult out of reach of 
Newcastle when he was 


ay 


ing due to the demands of his job with a 
Sydney plastic manufacturer. 


Morlando is away early to work, and then faces up 
to his training with the Wolves as well as the away 


games, 


“I am as keen on my game as ever, but it is a case 
of what is practical,” he stated. 

Certainly the club will want to retain his services, 
as he is one of the unsung heroes of the squad. 

The club is fortunate to have a central defence 
which includes former Socceroo David Ratcliffe, 31, 
who is keen to talk to the club about next season, 
and ex- Young Socceroo Ray Vilietstra. 

Ratcliffe was an absolute gem with St George, but 
an injury-blighted 1987 with Sydney Olympic 
seemed to indicate that he had lost his edge. 

Not so, however, as he proved that he still has no 
peer in the game in central defence over the past 


season. 


The big problem in Wollongong this year was the 
early rain at the home games. 

In addition there is a competition for crowds with 
leading clubs in the NSW State League — a situation 
that does not apply with the single presence of 
Wollongong in rugby league and basketball. 


Adams 


on hand to tap a loose 
ball away from Clint 
Gosling, who had taken 
over from Austral’s 
regular keeper Craig 
Carter, at half-time. 


On a near-perfect 
night, the match promo- 
tion was a big success 
and, as a result, there 
has been a suggestion 
gathering momentum 
from several quarters 
that an annual NSW v 
Northern NSW State of 
Origin match would be a 
great boost to the game. 


pawn 
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JOHN McQUARRIE 


ILLAWARRA has 
already raised 
$26000 of the 
$30000 required to 
cover the cost of 
staging games in 
the World Indoor 
Cup series. 


Matches will be play- 
ed at the Beaton Park 
Stadium on October 21/ 
23 — and will certainly 
provide a big boost for 
the indoor code on the 
NSW South Coast. 

On Friday October 20 
Spain plays New Zea- 
land in the 7pm match, 
followed by Costa Rica 
and Argentina at 9pm. 

The Saturday games 
are Spain versus Costa 
Rica, and Argentina and 
New Zealand. 

Then on the Sunday 
the matches are Argen- 
tina v Spain and Costa 
Rica v New Zealand. 

The Australian In- 
door Soccer Federation 
will have tickets on sale 
in a week’s time. 


The 
State 


Story 
Alan Clark reviews 
the Soccer scene in... 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


CROATIA coach 
Zoran Maricic will play 
again next year. 

“IT don’t see any 
reason not to,’’ said 
Maricic. “I missed some 
training this year to con- 
centrate on coaching but 
I still felt good physical- 
ly and mentally.” 

tok 


Maricic has confirmed 
he sought some help 
from Aussie Rules to 
clinch the State title. 
Sports psychologist 
Graham Winter from 
Norwood Football Club 
gave Croatia players a 
motivational talk after 
they had dropped a cou- 
ple of points in the cru- 
cial run-in to the season. 
tokk 


ELIZABETH City may 
put recruiting plans on 
hold after just failing to 
gain promotion to the 
First Division. 

City had planned an 
extensive player-hunt in 
the Glasgow and Fife 
areas of Scotland if they 
went up, but they may 
be less attractive now 
they’ve kept their 
Second Division status. 

kk 


ARMY girl Michelle 
Griffith looks likely to 
have a big future as a 
referee in SA. 

She recently passed 
her Class Three Certifi- 
cate after initial training 
in Ballarat. 

‘‘With her Army 
background, she is confi- 
dent in her approach 
and will more than hold 
her own here,” said Bob 
Wray, secretary of the 


Adelaide Whispers 


SA Division of the Aus- 
tralian Referees’ Federa- 
tion. 

Also ready to make his 
bow in SA is Englishman 
Steve Ingham, 40, who 
was on the provisional 
list of the Football 
League. He has had 
tests for Class One duty. 

wk 


CAMPBELLTOWN 
City coach Dave Jenkins 
is delighted with his 
team’s spirit. 

“In all honesty, I have 
never been in a situation 
where team spirit has 


been so good,’’ said 


Jenkins. 
“They are a good 
bunch of blokes and 


really get on well 
together. Eric Norman’s 
(assistant coach) 


temperament and atti- 
tude also helps a lot.” 


kkk 


YOUNG Blackwood 
goalkeeper Finch Cow- 
lan seems to be a man in 
demand. 

The teenage custodian 
has shared the goalkeep- 
ing responsibilities with 
veteran Norm Green and 
Blackwood have gone 
nine matches without 
conceding a goal. 

tok 

SECOND Division 
team Seaford will travel 
to Melbourne over the 
October long holiday 
weekend to face their 
Victorian counterparts, 
Seaford. 

In a surprising coinci- 
dence, SA’s Seaford 
plays at a ground called 
Karingal — the same as 
their “Big V” rivals. 


UC 


Young Socceroos 
win opener 


THE Young Soccer- 
oos opened their 
World Cup cam- 
paign with an easy 
5-0 win over 
Vanuatu in Suva on 
Monday. 


Australia did not have 
things all their own way 
in the first half. 

It took the players 
some 41 minutes to get 
their act together 
against inexperienced, 
but willing opponents 
whose unorthodox tac- 
tics at first bewildered 
the Aussies. 

But after John Mar- 
kovski’s long-awaited 
4ist minute goal, there 
was no stopping the 
young Socceroos, who 
went on a second half 


Tampage. 

Zlatko Arambasic 
lobbed a goal over 
Vanuatu goalkeeper 
Toara Thomson’s head 
in the 54th minute. 

Right winger Zoran 
Ilic made it 2-0 in the 
Tist minute with a low 
drive from 16 metres. 

Two minutes later, 
Arambasic scored his 
second goal — from a 
header. 

And skipper Dominic 
Longo completed the 
tout with only three mi- 
nutes remaining. 

Australia’s next oppo- 
nent in the preliminary 
group round is Chinese 
Taipei, a much tougher 
proposition. 

Australia’s semi-final 
game, on Friday, is like- 
ly to be against Fiji. 


AAA 


Adelaide Croatia rampant 


ADELAIDE Croatia 
gave their fans a 
presentation night 
to remember on 
Saturday by com- 
pleting a glorious 
double. 

But midway through 
the PGH Federation 
Cup final against Polo- 
nia it all looked diffe- 
rent. 

The League cham- 
pions trailed by two 
goals and were being 
humbled in midfield. 


more pressure in Seoul 
than in past games, but 
we can surprise a lot of 
people if we capitalise 
on our strengths.” 
Davidson (37 full in- 
ternationals) certainly 
considers that the Soc- 
ceroos can rise to the 
occasion. 
“Temperament will 
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BY ALAN CLARK 


But the second half 
arrival of Ivica Jurkovic 
and Mike Donnelly 
changed ail that. 

Goals by Jurkovic, 
Steve Witwicki and 
Ante Ljubic completely 
turned the game 
around. 

Croatia won 3-2 to 
complete the League 
and Cup double, after 
Polonia looked to have 
captured the Cup for the 
first time since 1975. 

Mariusz Niewiadoms- 
ky, the man with the 
longest name and shor- 


favour us against the 
Yugoslavs,” he said. 

“They have skills at 
the Brazil level, but we 
are very physical and 
powerful. 

“They will have to 
face some fair but tough 
tackling. I think it could 
upset them. 

“Tt’s a difficult draw, 
but make no mistake, 
we are in there with a 
chance.” 

Australia’s hardwork- 
ing coach Frank Arok is 
changing tactics from 
the halcyon days of the 
Bicentennial Gold Cup, 
when attack was all the 
rage. 

“Sure, we'll attack, 
but we'll also defend en 
bloc,” he told ASW. 

“Tt is a tremendous 
task, but if we can re- 
peat our form from the 
game against World Cup 
holders Argentina we 
can beat anyone on the 
day. 

“There will a basic 16- 
player squad. With 
games every two days, 
they will be used to meet 
individual situations.” 

Arok’s assistant, 
Eddie Thomson, will be 
viewing future oppo- 


test route to goal in 
South Australia, scored 
a golden opener and 
then Rick Piotrowski 
looked to have sealed 
the spoils with a good 
second. 

But then Croatia 
made their changes and 
everything went wrong 
for Polonia. 

Croatia goes for the 
treble tonight (Wednes- 
day) when they face their 
keenest foes Adelaide 
Hellas in the Coca-Cola 
Cup final at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 


nents together with a 
few of the players, so 
that strategies can be 
fine-tuned before up- 
coming games. 

The Australian supre- 
mo added: “One or two 
players will be used to 
neutralise particular 
opponents completely. 

“IT am sorry that our 
No 1 tracker Wally 
Savor has to stay behind 
due to injury. 

“But this is war, and 
we have to be sure that 
all our human resources 
are in top order.” 

Only once before has 
Australia been involved 
in Olympic Soccer. 

That was in Mel- 
bourne in 1956. Things 
were much more primi- 
tive. 

With future Olympic 
Games football chan- 
ging to under 23, there 
will never be a bigger 
Olympic Games tourna- 
ment than this one. 

Australia’s opening 
game is on Sunday 18 
against Yugoslavia, fol- 
lowed by Brazil (Tues 
20) and Nigeria (Thurs 
22). The TEN Network 
will have the match 
cover. 


CROATIA president Steve Lapic has confirmed his 


champion club is ready to make its bid for the NSL. 
“Work on the demolition of our old clubrooms and 
the building of our new $500,000 club complex are 


only weeks away,” he said. 


Croatia plans to use Hindmarsh Stadium next year 
if successful in the playoffs as its own Hanson Re- 
serve has not been sanctioned as a West End League 


venue. 


ake 


FORMER St Johnstone and Stirling Albion player 
in Scotland, Kevin Hogan, wants to settle his Soccer 


future in Australia. 


The aggressive, 24-year-old midfielder has had an 
offer to play in Cyprus, but is more keen to come 


Down Under. 


He can be contacted through (08) 353 5847. 


Kak 


CUMBERLAND will get no reprieve from relegation 
even if SA champion Adelaide Croatia wins the NSL 


playoffs. 


SA Soccer Federation secretary Peter Nikolich said 
Croatia must retain their place in the First Division 
next season even if they win the West End League 


spot. 


The same applies in SA to Adelaide City. 


tok 


SA’s director of coaching, Mike Wells, will coach 
the State Select to face Adelaide City in next 
month’s Fairmont Pacific Homes Cup challenge. 

The matches are at Hindmarsh on October 5 and 


9 


“Wells will pick a 16-man squad this week and 
promises a team to please the public and promoter. 


kkk 


ONE of SA’s most respected players, Robert Marwe, 
hopes to make a bid for the job as secretary of the SA 


Soccer Federation. 


Marwe seems sure to face stiff competition from a 
wealth of applicants for the job. 


tok 


THE media men of SA put up a good show at 
Hindmarsh to beat the State women’s team 4-1. 

But, truth be told, there were a couple of ring-ins 
in the Press eleven as one well-known Adelaide City 
striker was goalkeeper for the evening! 


kkk 


SA whistler Donald 
Campbell now may be 
the longest-serving FIFA 
referee in the world. 

It’s difficult to be de- 
finite on the matter, but 
FIFA says there is every 
indication Campbell is 
their longest-serving 
man in black. 

He has been on the 
FIFA list for 18 years. 

kkk 


MERCURIAL midfiel- 
der Charlie Villani of 
Adelaide City has left 
for Italy — and playing 
Soccer there might not 


be out of the question. 

Villani will be away 
for at least three months 
to visit relatives and has 
said he could be temp- 
ted to play “if something 
Pops up.” 

His City team-mate 
Aurelio Vidmar also is 
flying out to Italy for 
trials with two Second 
Division sides. 

If he does not make 
the grade there, Viddie 
will try for trials else- 
where in Europe. 


kak 


West German in Hobart 


BY WALTER PLESS 
WEST German soccer 
coach, Willi Gerdsen, 
29, has arrived in Tas- 
mania for a five-week 
stay during which he 
will assist Hobart City 
coach Otto Klaus. 

Gerdsen contacted 
Klaus after reading an 
article about Klaus and 
the Australian and 
Tasmanian soccer scenes 
in a West German 
coaching magazine. 

“I wanted to see 
what’s happening in re- 
gard to football in Austra- 
lia and Tasmania, to see 
some of the teams, and to 
train with Otto and help 
him a little bit with his 
side,” Gersden said. 

“T’ll conduct some 
special training with diffe- 
rent departments of the 
team, such as the 
goalkeeper, the midfield, 
the defence, and the 


attack, and work on set- 
plays and so on.” 

Klaus is delighted with 
Gerdsen’s presence and is 
convinced that his visit to 
Tasmania will be of be- 
nefit to local soccer as he 
will spend a good deal of 
his stay coaching youngs- 
ters in schools. 

“I hope he will have 
brought some new ideas 
that my players and I can 
learn from,” said Klaus. 

“I hope we'll all be- 
nefit from his presence 
because he comes from a 
leading soccer nation and 
he qualified for his ‘A’ li- 
cence in coaching more 
recently than me and 
there have been many 
changes in coaching over 
the years. 

“I’m not a coach who 
knows it all and I’m will- 
ing to learn, and, because 
we're so isolated here, it’s 
important for us to get 
new ideas from over- 


seas.” 

Gerdsen has coached 
both junior and senior 
players in West Germany 
and is currently coaching 
the equivalent of an Engl- 
ish Fourth Division side 
in the Hamburg region. 

He hopes to add to his 
‘B’ and ‘A’ coaching li- 
cence qualifications by 
attending the famous 
sports school in Cologne 
and qualifying as a Bun- 
desliga (First Division) 
coach. 

His personal coaching 
philosophy places equal 
emphasis on physical and 
skill training. 

“Conditioning and sta- 
mina must come first, but 
the physical work must in- 
volve fun activities,” 
Gerdsen said. 

“Then there must be a 
lot of ball work. Players 
must not only be able to 
run and fight. They must 
be able to play football.” 


Gerdsen has already 
had a brief look at junior 
soccer in Tasmania and 
has had mixed feelings 
about it. 

He was quite impressed 
with some under-14 teams 
and players he saw, but 
felt there were some un- 
satisfactory trends in the 
primary-age group area. 

All players under 12 
years of age should prob- 
ably be playing in small- 
side games rather than in 
the full 11-a-side version, 
and the playing area 
should be smaller. 

This age group should 
be using size-3 balls as 
these were far more suit- 
able for the youngsters 
and more conducive to 
skill development. 

The full-size ball (size 5) 
should not be used until 
the players reach about 16 
years of age, when many 
of them can compete with 
adults anyway. 
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MER SEASON 


NOW OPEN 
For Registration 
All Grades Welcome 
Men’s A, B, C, 


Ladies, Juniors from Under 8's 


STATE LEAGUE STARTING SOON 


JOSE MA 


JOSE RAMIREZ 


42g ree 
CARLOS SOTELO JOSE CARVAJAL 


THE banners were unfurled, the sponsors’ 
signs were hung, the spectators turned out 
in droves and the dignitaries were enter- 
tained and seated. 

Wally Wombat had made his appearance, the 


Paraguay’s World 
Cup Squad 


President: Rolando Juan Alarcon Rios. 
Trainer: Juan Carlos Tabarelli. 
Coach: Eladio Baez. 
Coaching Director: Miguel Angel Alarcon Rios. 
Doctor: Jose Antonio Mayans. 
Referee: Angel Peralta. 
Players: 
1: Luis 
Gonzalez 
2: Gilbert Pagliaro 
3: Ramon Carossini 
4: Miguel A Martinez 
5: Gualberto Martinez 
6: Victor Lopez 
7: Demetrio Fragueda 
8: Oscar Basualdo 
9: Jose Carlos Romero 
10: Carlos Salinas 


Alberto 


Fairfield City Band had played up a storm, the 
es made and the teams introduced. 

The 1988-89 season of the James Hardie National 
Indoor Soccer League was underway! 

The opening speeches were by the chairman of the 
JHNISL, Bryan Anstee, and the State member for 
Fairfield, Geoff Urwin, who officially declared the 
season open. 

If the response to the first match is any indication, 
the JHNISL is in for an exciting season. 

The crowd was ready for a great game to start the 
season as White Eagles and the Brisbane Bombers 
took to the court. 


THIS WEEK’S GAMES 


Saturday, September 10: 

NIB Tornados v Melbourne Buffalos, Fairfield 
City Dynamos v Belconnen United. Fairfield Lei- 
sure Centre, Vine St, Fairfield, 7.30pm. 

Canberra City Rockets y White Eagles. Belcon- 
nen Community Centre, Swanston St, Belconnen. 
7.30pm. 

Brisbane Bombers v WIN 4 Warriors. Chandler 
Stadium, Sleeman Sports Centre, cnr Old Cleveland 
Rd and Tilley Rd, Chandler. 7.30pm. 

Sunday, September 11: 

Fairfield City Dynamos v Melbourne Buffalos, 
Parramatta Spartans v Belconnen United. Fairfield 
Leisure Centre 2pm. 


JORGE FLORES 


fr 
AX 
JOSE CUBERO 


ALVARO ELIZONDO 
THE opening cere- 
mony for the World 
Indoor Soccer Cup 
will be held at the 
Palace in Canberra 
on Thursday, Octo- 
ber 20 at 7pm. 

The first game be- 
tween Australia and Ita- 
ly will start at 8.30pm. 

The AISF will orga- 
nise buses from Sydney 
for people who would 
like to attend. 

For bookings please 


call the Sydney office or 
(02) 771-1677. 


SBS-TV this yea) 
will increase it: 
game coverage 0 
the James Hardii 
National Indoo 
Soccer League b' 
covering highlight 
of a third game ii 
their 5.30pm tim: 
slot on Sundays. 

This increased cove 
age will mean a 40 
minute cover of th 
main game, 12 minute 
of highlights of th 
second, and goal and ai 
tion highlights of th 
third. 


FIFUSA Bosses here 


All enquiries 11: Hugo Villamayor 
® (07) 287 3656 Dennis Murray or 12: Oscar Silvio Sosa 
344 1530 (AH) Keith Sharrock THE president of FIFUSA, Janueiro D’alessio and the newl 


elected secretary general, Juan Jose Fernandez, will arrive 
Sydney from Buenos Aires today (Wednesday Sept 7) for a fin 
inspection of World Cup venues. 

They will also look over accommodation facilities for the visiting teams. 

D’alessio and Fernandez will visit Wollongong then go to Canberra whe 
ey will attend a World Cup Organising Committee meeting at the ACT Spo 

louse. 

The two VIPs have been invited to the National Soccer League’s awar 
presentation night in Sydney on Friday. 

After that, they will fly to Melbourne to inspect venues and meet with t 


INDOOR SOCCER 
INGLEBURN SPORTS 
CENTRE 


Lancaster Rd, INGLEBURN 


Summer Competition Starts Soon! 


Teams Required Teams required for Summer Victorian Minister for Sport, Neil Trizise. 
cas efore returning to Buenos Aires, they will have further talks with the Al 
‘i rea cael ln competition in Sydney where their host will be Charles Perkins, chairman of the World C 
Over 35 Men Juniors — Seniors & Women ie see gee 


REGISTER NOW FOR INFORMATION Contact Alois Jamsek 


contact: & (02) 771 1677 @ (02) 618 3770 


: WORLD INDOOR CUP — supported by 
AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION, 


AUSTRALIAN BICENTENNIAL AUTHORITY and 


E BUFFALO SPORTS 


ic e a 
Charles Perkins (left), Joe Brent (centre) and Janueiro D’alessio (right) ca 
up on all the Soccer news — with ASW, of course. 
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JHNISL 1ST ROUND 


Parramatta Spartans 8 
Brisbane Bombers 3 


The Spartans re- 
covered from a nervous 
start to win a vital 
opener. 

They scored first in the 
11th minute through cap- 
tain Erkin Osman and a 
minute later, Alex Kous- 
sas made a break from 
the back of the field for 
goal number two. 


The tempo of the game 
lifted and the Bombers 
blasted back in conten- 
tion with goals by W. Cor- 
bett (13min) and F. Cole 
(15 & 17 mins). 

Spartans launched 


ROBBIE NOGGLER, 
the 1987 Indoor 
Player of the Year, 
has left Geelong 
and has been 
signed by Parramat- 
ta Spartans of the 
James Hardie NISL. 


Noggler turned 19 last 
Saturday. He is ex- 
tremely skillful and has 
represented Australia at 
youth level. 

Born in Geelong, he 
began outdoor Soccer as 
a toddler and has been a 


Robbie Noggler into the 
game and they came 
close to scoring. Noggler 
did score finally, followed 
by the best individual goal 
of the match — from a 
corner throw. 


ROBBIE NOGGLER 


Player of Year joins Parramatta 


regular indoor exponent 
for many years. 

A member of the cur- 
rent Australian World 
Indoor Cup team, he is 
also a keen tennis and 
squash player. 


He toured Japan in 
1985 with the Australian 
Under 16 team. 

As a career to date 
disappointment, he was 
unhappy over missing 
the 1987 NISL finals 
with now defunct 
Geelong Cats. 


He has the enthu- 


Spartans led 4-3 at the 
break. 

_ Following the resump- 
tion, the match was even 
until Erkin Osman came 
forward from the back 
and put away his second 
goal in the 31st minute. 


John White soon after 
Put his seal on the game 
by scoring two in succes- 
sion during the 35th 
minute. 


The second goal was a 
thunderous shot high into 
the net. 


immediately following 
the restart, the ball was 
knocked to Noggler's feet 
an he completed a hat- 
trick. 

Ergan Osman was very 


siasm of youth over 
Australia’s World In- 
door Cup prospects, and 
his favourite player is 
Radovan ‘Siska’ Fili- 
povic. 

Spartans team mana- 
ger Bob Genner said: 
“Obtaining Noggler is a 
big breakthrough for the 
club. 

“It adds strength to a 
squad which already in- 
cludes Erkin and Erjan 
Osman, John White and 
Brett and Steve Duval, 
Alex Koussas and many 
others.” 


a 


constructive throughout 
his debut game for the 
Spartans and was very 
unlucky not to also finish 
with a hat-trick. 
PARRAMATTA SPARTANS: 
Saville, Koussas, Erkin Osman, 


er, Simpson, Hudson, Overby, 
Kartan, Corbett, D'Agostino, 
Cole, Burton. 

Scorers: Noggler 3, Erkin Os- 
man 2, White (2), Koussas for 
Spartans; Cole (2), Corbett for 

risbane. 


Best: Erkin and Ergan Os- 
man, 


————— 


Belconnen Utd 5, NIB 
Tornados 3 
BELCONNEN United 
Started its JHNISL cam- 
paign in spectacular 
fashion at Hawker Col- 
lege on Saturday night, 
downing triple NISL pre- 
miers Sydney NIB Torna- 

dos 5-3. 

James Kanaridis 
opened United’s account 
within three minutes of 
the start with a strong 
drive into the top right 
hand corner of the goal 
following a short free kick. 
This perhaps unexpected 
lead was extended by two 
Billy Stewart goals before 
the Tornadoes pulled one 
back through their Aus- 
tralian captain, Robbie 
Stuart.) 

The game was always 
exciting with both teams 
bringing out first class 
Saves from the opposing 
keepers. Belconnen’s ex- 
Perienced trio of Billy Ste- 
wart, Billy Willox and lan 
Shaw controlled the cen- 
tre of the court for lengthy 
Periods, outplaying their 
more fancied opponents 
who boasted some six 
Australian internationals! 

Billy Stewart completed 
his hat-trick in the fif- 
teenth minute to give Bel- 
connen a deserved 4-1 
lead at the interval. 

The second half saw 


f Tornados attack with 


much more vigour and 
enterprise, and only out- 
standing goalkeeping by 
Tony Musemeci kept 
them at bay. 

A couple of defensive 
lapses were severely 
punished, firstly by Mark 
Koussas and secondly by 
Steven Knight, who re- 
duced the Tornados de- 
ficit to a single goal mid- 
way throught he second 
half. 

Further strikes on goal 
by Charlie Akkary and 


Knight were foiled by the 
brilliance of Musumeci. 
Stewart capped off an un- 
forgettable night by scor- 
ing his fourth and Belcon- 
nen's fifth goal from a 
free kick following a foul 
on Willox. 

Shaw, Jadric and Wil- 
lox were able to contain 
the Tornados for the 
final few minutes to re- 
cord a memorable 
victory. 

In what was a great 
team performance, given 
they had been together 
for less than two weeks, 
much of the credit for the 
result must go to coach, 
Oscar Langone, and the 
spirit shown by Stewart, 
Willox, Shaw, Kanaridis, 
Jadric and, already a 
favourite with the Belcon- 
nen crowd, Tony 
Musumeci. 

With performances like 
this and young players of 
the calibre of Brian Wat- 
kins, Lino Fiorese, Jason 
Swan and Willy Stirton in 
support, Belconnen Soc- 
cer Club will soon 
appreciate the value of its 
investment in the 
JHNISL! 


Melbourne Buffalos 8 

Canberra Rockets 6 

A bumper crowd at the 
Ascot Vale Leisure Cen- 
tre watched a highly en- 
tertaining game. 

In the seventh minute a 
break by the Rockets 
through Stan Dukic found 
him overlapping George 
Kyrgios whose shot gave 
Lucky Inturrisi no chance. 

The Rockets then 
closed ranks to deny the 
Buffalos room to shot. 

The introduction of 
Stephen Hackett made a 
big difference to the.Buf- 
falos. Coming from deep, 
it took only two minutes 
for Hackett to play a 
“one-two’’ with Metaxas 
and put the Buffalos back 
on level terms. 


JHNISL LADDER A corner to the Buffalos 
- was cut out by the Rock- 
WIN-4 Warriors 2 ets who attacked through 
White Eagles 2 7 are 
Dukic. He brilliantly 
Parramatta Spartans 2 ae 
turned Ribeiro and placed 
Melbourne Buffalos2 shot past the grasping 
Belconnen United 2 Inturrisi 
Fairfield = : i 
Biibane Bombers = A change of tactics By 
the Buffalos brought in 
Canberra Rockets — tant result’ — four goals 
dos — i ‘ 
NIB Torna: in as many minutes had 
BUFFALO TOP SCORERS 


5 — Stefan Janic (Warriors) 
4 — William Stewart (Belconnen United) 


ANE BOMBERS: Saw- 


3 — Zoran Blazic (Eagles) 


Robbie Noggler (Spartans) 
Steve Hackett (Buffalos) 
John Metaxas (Buffalos) 


2 — Gilles Tour (Warriors) 


) 
Mirko Radosavijevic (Dynamos) 


Vince Nastoski (Dynamos) 
Sasa Spirovski (Dynamos) 


lyne 
Frank Cole (Bombers) 
Erkin Baomgh area! 
John White (Spartans) 
Con Grbevski (Buffalos) 


the Rockets reeling. 
Metaxas intercepted a 
back-pass to score his 
first and then put two 
through the goalie’s legs 
for his hat-trick. He would 
have had four but for Per- 
kovic deflecting the ball in 
for an own goal. 

With a 6-2 lead, the 
Buffalos were in control. 
Pressure from Metaxas 
and Carvalho forced an 
error when a second pass 
to the goalie was put in 
for a goal. Alas, the re- 
feree had blown for a 
free-kick when the goalie 
had touched the ball, so it 
did not count. 

A run down the wing by 
Hackett in the 13th mi- 
nute ended with a sizzling 
shot that the Rockets 
could only defiect in for 
goal number seven. 

Popovich replied for 
the Rockets, disposses- 
sing Hackett to make the 
score 7-3, but Hackett 
soon made amends, driv- 
ing home a volley from a 
throw-in. 

The Rockets finished 
on top, scoring three 
goals in three minutes 
through Lemezina and 
the Popovich brothers. 


BUFFALOS: Inturrisi, 
Ribeiro, F. Carvatho, V. Car- 
valho, J. Metaxas; Hackett, A. 
de Melo, P, de Melo, Grbevski. 

ROCKETS: Moebus, Perko- 
vic, Kyrglos, Markacic, Dukic; 
T. Popovich, Kocan, N. Popo- 

5 Pokas. 

Scorers: Buffalos — Metaxas 
(3), Hackett (3), own goal (2), 
Rockets — T. (2) Kyg- 
rlos, N. Popovich, Lemezina, 
Dukic. 

Best: Metaxas, Hackett, 
Ribeiro (Buffalos); Moebus, 
Lemezina, Dukic (Rockets). 

White Eagles 6 

Brisbane Bombers 4 

White Eagles won their 
opening match with a win 
over the Brisbane Bom- 
bers at the Fairfield Lei- 
sure Centre last 
Saturday. 

The game was played 
at a fast pace and due to 
a fine team effort the 
White Eagles were able 
to open the scoring 
through Z. Blazic with a 
low shot into the back of 
the net. 

By half time the White 


Eagles were leading 3-1 
through efforts of Z. 
Blazic (2) and R. Filipovic 
(1). 

The second half started 
at a fast pace with the 
Brisbane Bombers scor- 
ing first through captain 
C. Simpson. 

The White Eagles re- 
taliated with R. Filipovic’s 
second goal for the night 
and further ones by M. 
Maslovavic and G. 
Pohovic. 


WIN TV Warriors 9 

Fairfield Dynamos 6 

The Warriors took con- 
trol of the game from the 
kick-off whistle with Gil 
Tour putting away the first 
goal after 90 seconds. 

Twenty seconds later 
Stefan Janic put another 
goal past Dynamos’ 
keeper Angelo Rodic. 

From then to haif time it 
was a case of “you score 
— we score” with Mirko 
Radosavievic and Vince 
Nastoski (2 goals) getting 
Past Warriors keeper 
Bruce Thurlow while Gil 
Tour led the charge for 
the Warriors and Scott 
Gilligan (one goal) and 
Stefan Janic (three goals 
in three minutes), made 
the half time score 6-3 to 
the Warriors. 

In the second half 
Rodic was substitued and 
Victor Marinho was in 
goal for the Dynamos, 

Pressure was on from 
both sides and each team 
was determined to win. 

Gil Tour put away his 
second goal and Marko 
Radosavlevic his second. 

Desperation was show- 
ing in the game with Ste- 
fan Janic picking up a yel- 
low card as did Dynamos’ 
Radosavlevic, Beluzic 
and Divlak. 

Luis Pereira came on 
for the Warriors and it 
only took one minute be- 
fore he found the back of 
the net. 

WARRIORS: Thurlow, Tour, 

, Janic, Doyle, Pereira. 

DYNAMOS: Rodic, Radosav- 
levic, Nastoski, Beluzic, Spir- 
ousid, Diviak, Marinho. 

Scorers: Warriors — Janic 5, 
Tour 2, Gilligan 1, Pereira 1; 
Dynamos — Nastoski 2, Spir- 
ovski 2, Radosavievic 2. 

Best: Tour, Thurlow, Janic, 
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Meadow tackles Avala 


FAIRY MEADOW 
ITALIA go into Sun- 
day’s major semi- 
final at Francis Park 
determined to over- 
come -their arch- 
rivals, Avala. 


Coach Glenn Fontana 
said: “Although Avala 
edged us out on goal 
difference in the pre- 
miership, we still man- 
aged to win more games 


SECOND DIVISION 


BY MICHAEL DEANE 


STATE League Divi- 
sion Two staged its 
minor semi-finals at 
Bensley Road, 
Campbelltown last 
Sunday before an 
estimated crowd of 
500. 

Sydney Macedonia 
ran out 2-1 winners over 
Kingsford in the main 
match. 

It turned out to be a 
good game of football 
without raising the 
blood pressure a great 
deal. 

Excitement was mini- 
mal in the opening 
stages, both clubs show- 
ing a lot of respect for 
each other’s ability. 

The strike-forces were 
closely marked by the 
opposing defences and 
few chances were cre- 
ated for long periods. 

Kingsford chose to 
play with a following 
breeze of which they did 
not take full advantage. 

Maglovski in goal for 
Macedonia and his 
opposite number 
Tsouradis were kept ac- 
tive without pressure 
being applied. 

They both were called 
upon to pick up a series 
of back-passes which 
pointed to negative foot- 
ball and boring play for 
the paying customer. 

Many times the re- 
spective defences had 
adequate time to turn 
and start a build-up. 
They chose to pass back 
to their goalkeepers in- 
stead and this in turn 
frustrated the strikers. 

Indeed there was only 
one positive strike on 
goal in the first half, 
from Macedonia’s mid- 
fielder Arcosa, when he 
hammered a blistering 
shot from 20 metres out 
in the 3ist minute. 

Tsouradis positioned 
himself well to take the 
shot with consumate 


Above: NSW premier Nick Greiner being intro- 


than they did.” 

Fontana, the former 
NSL player with Wol- 
longong City, has been 
in charge of the squad 
for the past three 
months. 

The club enjoys the 
use of modern Brandon 
Park, in conjunction 
with the Wolves. 

It has plenty of 
strength in the defence, 
consisting of Peter Wil- 
lis, Darren Galway, 


Paul Meares and Jan 
Shaw. 

Willis has played in 
the NSL with both 
Blacktown City and 
Wollongong and Shaw 
with Blacktown. 

Richard Lloyd, son of 
State Youth coach Ian 
Lloyd, is having a good 
season in midfield, 
whilst striker John Dan- 
Zo is proving an outstan- 
ding prospect. 

— KEITH GILMOUR 


ease. No further chances 
were created by either 
side up to the interval. 

Much to the frustra- 
tion of the fans who 
were screaming for 
action. 


Macedonia kicked off- 


the second half looking 
more purposeful. They 
appeared to favour play- 
ing into the breeze and 
their passing became 
more accurate as a re- 
sult. They pushed the 
ball about at will and 
Kingsford were forced 
to do the chasing. 


Macedonia’s young 
star Scott Gilbert, 
sustaining his excellent 
good form, gathered a 
loose ball in midfield 
and using all his natural 
ability he forced his way 
well into Kingsford’s 
half. 

He drew two defen- 
ders before stroking a 
delightful diagonal pass 
which ended up on the 
bootlaces of Ali Nagi, 
who had been running 
well in support or 
Gilbert. 

Nagi balanced himself 
perfectly in the area. He 
elected the chip the 
keeper who parried the 
ball exactly to where 
Nagi wanted it, on his 
lethal right foot and with 
determination written 
all over him, he duly 
cracked home the first 
goal of the semi-final to 
give Macedonia a 1-0 
lead in the 48th minute. 

Kingsford now piled 
on the pressure, trying 
desperately to get back 
into the game. Blocking 
the advances was Mace- 
donia’s rock solid 
sweeper Gary Hastie, 
who continually 
thwarted the Kingsford 
strike-force. 

Macedonia’s keeper 
Maglovski backed Has- 
tie up all the way and he 
cleaned up any danger- 
ous shots that eluded the 


sweeper. 


duced to Marconi. Bottom: Tony Henderson is 


congratulated after the grand final. 


Kingsford continued 
to apply constant press- 
ure which paid di- 
vidends when they were 
awarded a penalty for 
handball in the area by 
Stantanovski. The re- 
feree was on the spot 
and rightly awarded 
Kingsford a chance to 
level the score. 

Macedonia’s custo- 
dian Maglovski chose to 
dive to his left and he 
plucked the ball out of 
the air as clean as a 
whistle. 

Magloyski has recent- 
ly proven that penalties 
don’t worry him a great 
deal. He has saved three 
of the last four awarded 
against him. Maglovski, 
the elder statesman of 
the Macedonia side, 
proves the old theory 
that good goalkeepers 
mature with age. 


Inspired by Hastie’s 
urging and personal ex- 
ample and Maglovski’s 
dominance, Macedonia 
lifted the tempo and 
looked more dangerous 
at this stage. They now 
began to use longer balls 
which broke up Kings- 
ford’s defence. 

In the 78th minute 
Gilbert gathered the ball 
in midfield and again 
tan at the opposing de- 
fence before sweetly 
steering the ball to his 
left to find Peter Dames- 
ki. Dameski ran into the 
clear and drove the ball 
into the net from close 
Tange. 

Macedonia appeared 
the become complacent 
and this was almost their 
undoing. Stan Tanovski 
again handled the ball in 
the area and Kingsford’s 
Barry Walker in the 
89th minute converted 
the spot-kick. 

So Sydney Macedonia 
won the first semi-final 
2-1. 


Martin Driene (8) and Mirko Radosavijevic airborne for Avala as a goal is 
scored in the championship-winning game against University of NSW. 


THIRD DIVISION 


Tension at Hammondville 


BY WES SAWINA 


THE sudden death 
semi-finals at Ham- 
mondville Oval 
could not have pro- 
duced more tension 
or drama than if 
Hitchcock himself 
had directed the 
events. 

In an entertaining cur- 
tain raiser both South- 
ern Districts and Mt 
Druitt were equally guil- 
ty of squandering scor- 
ing opportunities 
through poor finishing. 

Mt Druitt finished 
winners 1 goal 8 penal- 
ties to Southern Dis- 
tricts 1 goal 7 penalties. 

After a scoreless first 
half Mount Druitt took 
the lead immediately on 
resumption with a goal 
by Tony Vella. 

However his effort 
was cancelled out in the 
87th minute when 
Southern Districts level- 
led to put the match into 
overtime. 


The game was still | 
deadlocked after the ex- — 


piration of the additio- 
nal 30 minutes and was 


finally decided from the © 


penalty spot. 
Hills win 


The main fare fol- 


lowed a similar pattern 
although the football 
was not of the same 
quality, with Baulkham 
Hills the conquerers af- 
ter two goals all and 
eight penalties to seven. 
A tight and dour first 


1989 REPRESENTATIVE 
TRIALS 


The above trials will be staged at 


FOXGLOVE OVAL, Foxglove Rd, 
Mt Colah. 
x UNDER 13 & 14 Gpm to 8pm 
Monday September 5, 12, 19 
x UNDER 15 & 17 6pm to 8pm 
Thursday September 8, 15, 22 
For further information please ring 
Vic Poimer 


@ (02) 476 2331 w 
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half with defences well 
on top was interrupted 
in the 43rd minute when 
May sent a long ball for- 
ward, which Kirkley 
tucked away to put 
Baulkham Hills into the 
lead. 

Aided by the breeze, 
Mount Druitt gradually 
took control as ‘Baulko’ 
attempted to shut out 
the opposition early in 
the second half. 

The constant pressure 
paid dividends when 
Druitt levelled in the 
70th minute through an 
own goal by Huie. 

Substitute O’Halloran 
restored ‘Baulko’s’ lead 
in the 80th minute after 
a flashing run down the 
right. 

Druitt bounced back 
in the dying minutes 
when McElduff’s free 
kick crashed off the 
crossbar to Campbell, 
who made no mistake 
from close range. 

Despite the extra time 
neither side looked like- 

oer 


ly to add to their score 
and the match went to 
penalty kicks. 


In an almost carbon 
copy of the earlier 
game, Baulkham Hills 
eventually won through 
to the final by eight 
goals to seven. 

MOUNT DRUITT: P Townson, 
H McElDuff, A Ward, S Chap- 
man, P Kerrigan, S McElduff, M 
Downes, J Sullivan, D Camp- 
bell, B Elborough, P Bonner, N 
Martin, B Kerrigan, J Terre. 

BAULKHAM HILLS: S Taylor, 


Cameron, 

ley, A Sands, M Cooke, R 
Buchanan, N Jones, M Beattie. 
D O'Halloran, L Smith. 

The major semis at Popon- 
detta Park this Sunday feature 
Baulkham Hills-Rooty Hill West 
United In second grade and 
Moorebank-Dulwich HII! In 
first. 


Clearly the most consistent 
sides in thelr respective 
grades, the clashes should 

an exciting afternoon. 

Baulko are a strong tip to 
end Rooty Hill West United's 
unbeaten run of 22 matches, 
while Moorebank have a 
psychological over minor 
premiers Dulwich Hill, having 
them twice this 


enjoyed a superb NSL grand final — Frank Saya 
photo. 


MACARTUR DISTRIC 


L ASSN INC 


Applications are requested for the 
following coaching positions for 1989 
season: Director of Coaching, Youth 
League and representative coaches 

for Under 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 17 | 

years. 
eno = 
Applications must be in writing and in 
the possession of E. Cuthbertson, 
8 Harris St, Ingleburn 2565 by 
September 18. 


t) in full flight. at Parramatta 
Stadium last Sunday where a 17,000-plus crowd 
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g AMATEUR SOCCER. 
FEDERATION 


occer Federation 


OFFICE ADDRESS: 482 Meurants Lane, Parklea 2148. Tel: 629 1800 


! ee a a ves 
APIA UNDER 11: Kneeling: from left to right; Daniele 


Testore, Daniel 


Orlando, Robert Pirreca, John Helou, Anthony Damico, Raphael Bove, 

David Panetta, Terry Panayi and Monica Kerti. Standing: Tommy Maric, 

Nicola Testore (Manager), David Orlando, Ghasan Said, Tommy Panayi, 

Daniel Kerti, Mario Lanza, Chris Harriman, Rowland Ramos, Petros Cali- 
gas, Loui Helou and Carlos Panetta (coach). 


1988 has been a very successful year for APIA Juniors, with the Under 
11s, 12s and 13s teams finishing premiers in the Canterbury District. 

The under 11s will be going on a tour of South America and will have the 
opportunity of playing several games in Argentina. 

The team will leave for Los Angeles on December 19 and will arrive in Argentina 
on December 30 to play in a competition in Mendoza and Buenos Aires. 

They will visit the River Plate Stadium and the Boca Juniors “Bombonera”, as its 
stadium is called. The team will include some extra players to increase the strength. 

Carlos Panetta, the team’s coach, said that it would be a great experience for the 
young players to be able to play in Argentina where they will meet some of the best 


players in the world. 


For enquiries about this trip, please ring 713 2182. 


Gladesville’s new complex 


GLADESVILLE 
HORNSBY Football 
Association expects to 
have their new Christ- 
ie Park arenas ready 
for the start of the 
1989 season. 

The grounds and facili- 
ties will provide for their 
Federation, Youth 
League and other repre- 
sentative teams. 

It is the culmination of 
a dream that came early 
in the days of this huge 
organisation, and means 
that yet another associa- 
tion has control of its own 
major facilities. 

Christie Park is adja- 
cent to both the huge 
Macquarie shopping cen- 
tre and the Macquarie 
University. 

It is owned by the Ryde 
Municipal Council, who 
have given the Associa- 
tion plenty of assistance 
over the formative years 
of the proposal. 

The two fields are 
under construction, with 
the major one to be sur- 
rounded by an embank- 
ment. 

The present trotting 
track will later be re- 
moved to give better Soc- 
cer facilities. 

A two-storey amenities, 
meeting room and office 
block will be erected, and 
provision is expected to 
be made for the huge lo- 
cal referees association as 
well. 

Included also is a can- 
teen, storeroom and 


dressing rooms. 

The GH FA has under- 
taken to provide $50000 
towards the costs im- 
mediately, and a further 
$15000 per year for the 
first ten years of 
occupancy. 

In past years the Santa 
Rosa project could not be 
completed due to objec- 
tions by adjacent resi- 
dents to the provision of 
floodlighting. 

But this time around 
there is no such problem, 
and lights to a strength of 
150 lux are due to be in 
place by the end of 
October. 

Sports and Recreation 
are assisting the associa- 
tion to the tune of $30000. 

Association official 
Ross Iredale said: “The 
ground has already been 
cut and scraped and sub- 
soil drainage is going in. 
The turf will be in place 
by the end of September. 

“We expect every- 
thing to be completed by 
the end of February. 

“The association has 
been through various pos- 
sibilities at Santa Rosa 
Park, the Businessmen’s 
Club in Victoria Rd Ryde 
and Pioneer Park at 
Epping. 

“It is very pleasing 
that we at last have a 
headquarters which will 
enable the senior club and 
the association to be 
properly linked together 
in one major organisa- 
tion. 

“There will be increas- 


ing car parking space 
available. By the time the 
new expressway goes past 
the ground it will be a su- 
perb setup. 

“We are grateful to 
Ryde Council for their 
continued support. They 
clearly recognise the 
tremendous interest in 
Soccer in their area. 

“The association cov- 
ers a deal of territory in 
Hornsby Shire and the 
ground is very accessible 
to both local government 
areas.” 

— KEITH GILMOUR & 
IAN MARRIOTT 
LEARNING the skills at 
Marconi. The boys were 
coached by players Zlat- 
ko Nastevski, Brett 
Hughes, Tom McCulloch, 
Vince Colaguiri, Matteo 
Colucci, as well as Berti 
Mariani, David Lee, John 
McDonald and many 
others. 


Champions 
lining up! 


WINNING club 
teams from all over 
the state have 
moved into gear for 
the highly prized 
NSW Champion of 
Champions tourna- 
ments. 


The series begins on 
Sunday, September 11 


for City clubs. 
Country clubs started 
playing off last 


weekend, and will deter- 
mine the teams to go on 
to represent the South- 
ern, Riverina, Western 
and Northern branches. 

The city clubs’ rounds 
run on September 11/18/ 
25, after which there is a 
two-week break. 

This is necessary to 
provide for national fi- 
nals on October 2 and 
state championships on 
October 9. 

The semi-finals have 


Youth League climax 
at St George Stadium 


been set down for Octo- 
ber 16 and the finals on 
October 25. 

NSW competition 
secretary Bill Cullinan 
said: “The new system 
will do away with many 
games between city and 
country that ended up 
with wide margins. 


“On September 18 
the top four city teams 
will be decided, ready to 
play off against the 
country’s best. 

“Then on September 
25, each city team will 
travel to play in a coun- 
try branch. 

“On top of that, some 
expensive trips by coun- 
try teams can be 
avoided.” 

Valentine Park will be 
the venue for the semi- 
finals on October 16 and 
the finals the following 
week. 

— KEITH GILMOUR 


THIS season’s Youth League will come to a 
thrilling climax on Saturday when each 
representative age group grand final takes 
place at St George Stadium. 


The Under 13 final 
‘kicks off at 9.30 and sees 
Blacktown City and 
Sutherland doing battle, 
followed by Melita and 
St George in the in the 
Under 14s. 

Possibly the match of 
the day will be Sydney 
Croatia’s clash with 
Marconi for the Under 
15 championship, and to 
finish off the two 
heavyweights will clash 
in the Under 17s, Syd- 
ney Olympic and Syd- 
ney Croatia. 

Here is how the grand 
finalists line up against 
each other. 


Under 13 
Blacktown City 
Second position, 19 
wins, 4 losses, 62 for, 14 
against. Qtr-f: 3-2 v 
Bankstown, Semi-f: 1-0 
v Olympic, Rd 1: 0-0, 
Rd 2: 2-0. normal 
Sutherland 
Fourth position, 14 
wins, 5 losses, 47 for, 22 
against. Qtr-f: 4-1 v 
Rockdale, Semi-f: 1-0 v 
St George. Rd 1: 0-0, 
Rd 2: 0-2. 


Under 14 
St George 
First position, 19 
wins, 1 loss, 55 for, 14 


against. Qtr-f: 2-0 v 
Manly, Semi-f: 2-0 v 
Bankstown. Rd 1: 1-1, 
Rd 2: 1-1. 

Melita 


Second position, 16 
wins, 3 losses, 46 for, 15 
against. Qtr-f: 2-0 v Nth 
Bankstown, Semi-f: 3-0 
v Ku-ring-gai. Rd 1: 1-1, 
Rd 2: 1-1. 

Under 15 
Sydney Croatia 

Second position, 21 
wins, 2 losses, 111 for, 
12 against. Qtr-f: 1-0 v 
Polonia, Semi-f: 3-1 v 
Blacktown City. Rd 1: 
1-1, Rd 2: 2-0. 

Marconi 

Fourth position, 18 
wins, 6 losses, 52 for, 18 
against. Qtr-f: 2-1 v 
Macarthur. Semi-f: 2-0 v 
Warringah. Rd 1: 1-1, 
Rd 2: 0-2. 

Under. 17 
Sydney Olympic 

First position, 19 
wins, 3 losses, 107 for, 
21 against. Qtr-f: 2-1 v 
Rockdale. Semi-f: 6-3 v 
Uruguay-Penrith. Rd 1: 
1-2, Rd 2: 0-1. 

Sydney Croatia 

Third position, 18 

wins, 4 losses, 63 for, 18 
against. Qtr-f: 3-0 v 
Avala. Semi-f: 1-0 v 
Apia. Rd 1: 2-1, Rd 2: 
1-0. 


MARCON|'s senior coach Berti Mariani overseas 
two keen youngsters at the Marconi camp. 


Champion of Champions 


S2SSSSR SLSRESB SRBRRBR 


SRLESLS SESSGRS 


SBBIBRR BR2SHe 


i 


Yaar an 


UNDER 9 
v Sthn & Eastem 
v Macarthur Cromer Park 10.00 
v Bye 
v_ Sutherland Mackey Park 10.00 
v_ Bankstown Peakhurst 10.00 
Vv Blacktown LH Waud 10.00 
V_ Sth Districts Fred Caterson Res 10.00 
UNDER 10 
v Sthn &Eastem Coral Sea 1 10.00 
v Macarthur Ponderosa Park 10.00 
v Wawarra Towradgi 10.00 
v Sutherland Kareela 2 10.00 
v_ Bankstown, Kinch Res 1 10.00 
Vv Blacktown Mt Druitt Town 10.00 
v_ Sthn Districts Emie Smith 10.45 
UNDER 11 
v Sthn & Eastem Golden Jubilee 10.00, 
v_ Macarthur Cromer Park 11.10 
v_ IMawarra Cook Park 10.00 
v_ Sutherland Mackey Park 11.10 
v Bankstown Peakhurst Park 11.10 
Vv Blacktown Eastwood 1 10.00 
Vv Sthn Districts Fred Casteson Res 11.10 
UNDER 12 
v Sthn &Eastem Coral Sea 2 10.00 
v Macarthur Ponderosa Park 11.30 
Vv MMawarra Towradgi Park 11.10 
v_ Sutherland Kareela 3 10.00 
v_ Bankstown Kinch Res 2 10.00 
Vv Blacktown Mt Druitt Town 11.30 
v_ Sthn Districts Emie Smith 12.10 
UNDER 13 
v Sthn & Eastem Golden Jubilee 14.15 
v Macarthur ‘Wyatt Ave 10.00 
v Mawarra Cook Park 14.15, 
v_ Sutherland Punchbowl 1 10.30 
vy Bankstown Claydon Res 10.00 
v_ Blacktown Eastwood 1 11.30 
v_ Sthn Districts Guildford Park 10.00 
UNDER 14 
v Sthn & Eastem Coral Sea 1 14.15 
v_ Macarthur Ponderosa Park 1.00 
v_ iawarra Towradgi Park 12.30 
v_ Sutherland Kareela 2 11.15, 
v Bankstown Kinch Res 1 11.15 
v_ Blacktown Popendetta Park 10.00 
v_ Sthn Districts Emie Smith 1.45 
UNDER 15 
v Sthn &Eastem Golden Jubilee 12.45 
v Macarthur Wyatt Ave 11.30 
v_ tlawarra Cook Park 12.45 
v Sutherland Mackey Park 12.30 
v_ Bankstown Claydon Res 11.45 
Vv Blacktown LH Waud 11.45 
Vv Sthn Districts Fred Casteson Res 12.45 
UNDER 16 
v Sthn &Eastem Coral Sea 2 11.15, 
v Macarthur Ponderosa Park 9.00 
v Bye 
v_ Sutherland Kareela 3 14.15, 
Vv Bankstown Kinch Res 2 WAS 
Vv Blacktown Popendetta Park 11.30 
Vv Sthn Districts Emie Smith 3.30 
UNDER 17 
v Sthn & Eastem Golden Jubilee 2.30 
v Macarthur ‘Wyatt Park 1.45 
v_Ulawarra Cook Park 2.30 
v_ Sutherland Punchbowl 1 12.00 
v Bankstown Peakhurst Park 12.45 
vy Blacktown, Eastwood 1 1.00 
v_ Sthn Districts Guildford Park 11.45 
UNDER 18 
Bye 
v Bye 
v Bye 
v Sutherland 
v Bankstown Kinch Res 1 12.45 
v_ Blacktown Popendetta Park 1.00 
v Bye 
UNDER 21 
Bye 
v Bye 
v Bye 
v_ Sutherland Punchbowl 1 2.00 
v_ Bankstown Claydon Res. 1.30 
Vv Blacktown LH Waud 1.00 
v_ Sthn Districts Guildford Park 1.45 
ALL AGE 
v Sthn & Eastem Coral Sea 12.45 
Vv Macarthur Cromer Park 1.00 
v Bye 
v_ Sutherland Kareela 3 1.00 
v_ Bankstown Kinch Res 2 1,00 
v_ Blacktown Mt Druitt Town, 1,00 
v_ Sthn Districts Emie Smith 6pm* 
*Note night game 
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Northern Territory 
out of Nationals 


BY. HEATHER REID 


THE 15th Australian 
Women’s Soccer 
Championships will 
kick off in Newcastle 


on September 18. 


without the Northern 
Territory. 


The Territory’s last-mi- 
nute decision not to send 
a team means that natio- 
nal squad members from 
Alice Springs (such as 
Amanda George and 
Helen Shattock) will now 
have to wait until next 
year before national 
coach John Doyle has an 
opportunity to view them 
for national selection” 

AWSA executive di- 
rector, Heather Reid, 
said it will be disappoin- 
ting not to have the Terri- 
tory in the competition. 

They had played in 
every championship since 
1975 and have made signi- 
ficant progress over the 
past few years. 

Northern Territory sur- 
Prised all states in the re- 
cent Under 19 champion- 
ships in Perth by remain- 
ing undefeated until their 
last game when they lost 
to NSW. 


NT also recorded their 
highest place ever in a 
national championship by 
finishing third. 

Defending champions, 
Victoria, will be fielding a 
strong team with a blend 
of experience and youth. 
Their main opposition is 
expected to come from 
previous champions NSW 
and host state Northern 
NSW. 

Northern NSW de- 
feated Victoria in the 
1987 Australian Airlines 
Challenge Cup, however, 
will be without the solid 
experience of national 
striker, Renaye Iserief, 
who has. recently had an 
ankle operation. 

A number of youth 


players have been in- 
cluded in the squad and 
should provide extra 
depth to the local team. 

No doubt South Aus- 
tralia will be seeking re- 
venge against some un- 
fortunate losses in the 
1987 championships as 
they also intend to field a 
strong team. 

Bustling striker Tracy 
Jenkins and former natio- 
nal goalkeeper, Carla 
Groeschel (nee Grimms) 
will be making welcome 
returns. However, 
another former national 
player, Jill Latimer, is not 
available this year. 

News from the Sun- 
shine State may not be 
good as Australian mid- 
fielder Kerry Millman 
was recently involved in a 
heavy tackle with youth 
player Raeanne Dower. 

Queensland are confi- 
dent that Kerry will be 
match-fit so that new 
coach Richard Murphy 
doesn’t have to make any 
late changes. 

On paper, the ACT 
line-up appears strong 
with the majority of play- 
ers having represented on 
numerous occasions. The 
Canberrans will be re- 
lying heavily on Austra- 
lian midfielders Julie 
Murray and Katrina Ale- 
xander, as well as defen- 
ders, Carmel Carters and 
Veruska Krigovsky. 

Tasmania will meet 
Victoria and Northern 
NSW in their first two 
games and will need the 
experience of Lisa Rader 
and Lea Ram to get them 
off to a respectable start. 

The championship final 
will be played on Satur- 
day, September 24. The 
curtain-raiser to this game 
will feature an Australian 
Invitation XI playing 
Northern NSW with all 
players being over 30 
years old. 


National schools champions NSW 
(boys and girls) 


IN perfect conditions 
for Soccer, Putney 
Town defeated Black- 
town 3-0 in Sunday’s 
round of matches. 

Blacktown began the 
game very steadily, but 
once Putney got into their 
stride and applied the 
pressure on the Black- 
town defence, Blacktown 
could not hold Putney 
out. 


The first goal came. 


from a cross which the 
goalkeeper had covered, 
but a mix-up with a defen- 
der saw Jannine Ridding- 
on score Putney’s first 
goal. 

A bad back-pass to the 
keeper once more gave 
Riddington her opportun- 
ity to score again. The 
third goal was scored by 
Leigh Wardell. 

Both teams missed 
from the penalty spot, 
with Blacktown also mis- 
sing a chance that could 
have pegged back the 
score. 

Meanwhile, Manly 
bounced back from their 
8-1 defeat last week at the 
hands of Mt Druitt, to 
score probably their best 
result of the season by de- 
feating Fairfield Olympic 
41. 

The only reserve match 
played saw Blacktown let 
a two goal lead slip, en- 
ding up with a 2-2 draw 
against Putney Town. 

Central Coast vy Girra- 
ween could not go ahead 
as the Coast’s unfortunate 
tun of inquiries prevented 
them from playing. 


TURNER CUP 


DUE to space constraints 
it has been necessary to 
hold our cover of the Bill 
Turner Commonwealth 
Bank Schools Cup for 
under 15 teams until 
next issue. 


a 


AT9NZ 
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ARGENTINAS 


FROM RON PRATT. 


FOR the second year 
NSW 
emerged as undefe- 
ated winners of the 
national boys and girls 
schools Soccer 
championships. 


The Northern Territory 
hosted the national 
championship for the first 
time and provided a 
memorable tournament 
by securing the top-class 
fields of Gardens Oval. 

They also ensured ex- 
cellent media coverage in 
both television and news- 
papers. Thanks go to 
carnival organiser Mick 
Banks for a superb job. 


The week culminated 
with the newly selected 
Australian schools team 
playing the Darwin select 
XI, prepared and coached 
by Jimmy Shoulder. 

Though enthusiastic, 
the schools side, some- 
what tired after six 
games, eventually suc- 
cumbed to the fresher 
Darwin XI after taking a 
1-0 lead during the first 
half. 


BA, 


Buenos Aires — it’s on your way! 


The early goal went to 
Player-of-the-Tourna- 
ment David Seal, who 
had already picked up 12 
at the national champion- 
ship. 

The Australian schools 
team is now preparing for 
its tour of the USA and 
the UK which will see the 
boys play five internatio- 
nals against USA ‘B’, 
England, Wales, North- 


Australian schools champions in 
Darwin. 


Corica (Qld), Troy Cran- 
ney (Qld), Theo Kosmides 
(NT) and David Keirs 
(NT). 

Placings were 1 NSW, 2 
ACT, 3 SA, 4 Qld, 5 WA, 
6 Vic, 7 NT. 

David Seal (NSW) and 
Ned Zelic (ACT) were 
jointly awarded the hon- 
our of Player of the 
Tournament. 

The final table was: 


ern Ireland and Eire. NSW 660026 21, 
Stand-by players are ACT 640219 10 
Kerry Agiasotis (NSW), By ae We if 8 
Scott Houghton (NSW), wa 6123 71 
Mark Schwarzer (NSW), Vic 6123 4 8 
Ali Ozcagli (Vic), Stephen NT 6015 224 
AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Winner Runner-Up 
1975 Victoria N. New South Wales 
1976 N. New South Wales Victoria 
1977 Victoria South Australia 
1978 N. New South Wales Victoria 
1979 Victoria New South Wales 
1980 New South Wales South Australia 
1981 Victoria New South Wales 
1982 No competition: test series between NSW and QLD 
1983 Aust. Capital Territory New South Wales 
1984 New South Wales Queensland 
1985 NSW ACT 
1986 ACT NSW 
1987 NSW SA 
ACT 


1988 NSW 


The South 
see American 
+ Express 


Only 1! hours non-stop from Auckland to Buenos Aires on 

Aerolineas Argentinas Transpolar flight. Every Wednesday with 
same-day arrival in Buenos Aires and most major cities in South 
America. 


Convenient stopover facilities allow you to visit this fascinating 
city beforé continuing on your way. Ask your Travel Agent about 
South American tours as well as special Circle Americas and Round 
the World fares. Because, once you say “yes’’ to South America, 
you will discover a whole new range of travel options. So, ad¢ a 
little spice and excitement to your next trip to Europe or 

North America... 


fly The South American Express! 
SUITE 1203, 33 BLIGH STREET, SYDNEY, NSW 


AEROLINEAS ARGENTINAS 


p> 4 


PHONE 233 8433 


Figtree 


bows out 


ENDING as runners-up 
in the Commonwealth 
Bank Under 15 
schools Bill Turner 
Cup was a great thrill 


for Figtree High 
School of Wollon- 
gong. 


Never before had the 
school progressed past 
round 1 of the competi- 
tion. 

This year they became 
South Coast champions 
with wins over Woonona 
3-2, Corrimal 4-1, Eden 
7-0, Holy Spirit 3-2 and 
Smiths Hill 1g 4pen to 1g 
3 pen. 

The run continued out- 
side its region, winning 
3-2 against Freeman 
Catholic College and 3-0 
versus Griffith HS. 

Figtree beat Patrician 
Brothers Fairfield 2g 5 
pen to 2g 3pen, before 
losing the final to St 
Peters Maitland. 

The squad was Miki 
Milisic, Anthony Burkin- 
shaw, Blaze Koroskoski, 
Paul Pratt, Elvis Mack- 
ovski, Alex Vilella, 
Daniel Hastings, Nathan 
Simpson, Agim Sher- 
ifoyski, Robert Nikolovs- 
ki, Vlade Trajcevski, 
Agron Asanovski, Daniel 
Powell and Adam 
Hotchkis, 


NG 
LETTERS 


Write to ASW Let- 
ters, PO Box 406 
Broadway, NSW 


Please restrict letters 
to a maximum of 150 
words and prefer- 
ably typed, if not 
neatly hand-written. 


MINOR 
PREMIERS 


IT is on insult to any team 
in any competitive sport 
that has finished on top of 
its competition ladder to 
refer to that team as 
“minor” premiers. 

Any team that goes 
through a season con- 
sistently well enough to 
win a competition should 
be recognised as the 
league champions that 
they are and not have 
their achievements refer- 
red to as “minor”. 

In your Editorial in ASW: 
10.8.88 you said Wollon- 
gong Wolves ‘“‘did a 
Liverpool”, to win the 
league. 

Can you imagine Liver- 
pool's reaction, or any 
other club anywhere in 
the world for that matter, 
when winning the league 
being told that is the 
minor part of our com- 
petition, now go out on 
really prove yourselves? 

It is nothing more than 
a money-making venture, 
which usually attracts 
most of the sponsors’ 
money. 

It is about time sports 
officials in this country 
got their priorities in order 
and recognised the true 
premiers. 

Michael Cronshaw, 
North Gosford 2250 


Corer 
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Gary Lineker’s 
future in doubt 


GARY Lineker, the Barcelona striker, will 
be sidelined until at least the end of 


October. 

The 27-year-old English international, a dismal 
flop in this year’s European Championship finals, is 
still convalescing from a severe bout of hepatitis. 

Barcelona’s new coach, former Dutch legend 
Johan Cruyff, said he would not consider Lineker 


until then, which means he will miss England’s : 


World Cup qualifier against Sweden on October 19. 


Lineker is to have further tests this week, and © 


even if the results of those are favourable, Barcelo- 


na doctor Carlos Vesit said it would take him at least y 


seven more weeks to regain his strength and fitness. 

Barcelona’s Soccer-crazy Soccer press has been 
sounding off in a very pessimistic vein about Linek- 
er’s future. 

They have published several interviews with 
prominent European specialists, most of whom are 
doubtful whether he can ever recover fully as few 
sportsmen stricken with hepatitis have been able to 


recapture their former glory. 
— LOU GAUTIER 


* Frank Stapleton, the Republic of Ireland captain, 
has been given a free transfer by Ajax and he 
hopes to join a First Division English team. The 
32-year-old forward was loaned by Derby County 
after falling from favour at the Amsterdam club 
last season. 

%e Aberdeen central defender Willie Miller was 

voted Scottish Player of the Year for 1987/88 by 

MATCH magazine, ahead of Celtic goalie Bon- 

ner and Rangers midfielder Ferguson. 


%& The Republic of Ireland has only been allocated 
100 tickets for its explosive World Cup i 
match against Northern Ireland in Belfast on 

14, The Northern Irish FA has limited 

the crowd at Windsor Park to an all-ticket 24,000. 

secre have been more, than 100,000 requests for 
ets. 


% Franz Beckenbauer is headed for a very costly 
divorce, His wife Brigitte is suing for divorce 
over his alleged affair with a secretary who works 
for the West German FA. Irate Brigitte wants 
custody of their three sons, the family’s Bavarian 
mansion, plus a lot of money. The settlement i 
expected to cost the West German national tea 
coach $3.5 million. 


% A miffed Todor Veselinovic walked out on Turk- 
ish club Fenerbahce when he discovered that the 
club’s new signing, former West German in- 
ternational goalkeeper Harald Schumacher, was 
being paid much more than him. The Yugoslav 
coach is expected to find work in Greece. 


% Czechoslovakia, too, has its Soccer hooligans. 
Supporters of Sparta Prague went on a drunken 
rampage in the streets of Pilsen, home of the 
famous brew, after their team was held to a 0-0 
draw by their newly promoted opponents. They 
vandalised the railway station and attacked pas- 
sers-by. A 74-year-old woman died two days 
after sustaining severe head injuries while boar- 
ding a train. The Czechoslovak Federation is 
considering drastic crowd control measures. 


+ Spain is set to raid overseas markets now that the 
local federation has agreed clubs can field three 
foreign players instead of two as had been the rule 
for the past 30 years. Mexico, too, has increased 
its import quota — from three to four. Mexico 
already has 55 foreign players. Only one club, 
Guadalajara, traditionally uses Mexican players 


only. 


t. 


%& Preben Elkjaer, the Danish striker let go by 


Verona, has signed a three-year contract with 
Danish semi-professional club Vejle. The. Danish 
international, however, will only play 12 games 
Per season to avoid his country’s stringent tax 
jaws. 
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IT'S A FACT! — Part Eight 


Compiled by Jeff Petersen 


+ that Heart of Midlothian opened their Tynecastie 
Park ground with a friendly game against Bolton 
Wanderers on April 4th 1886. 

# that England once had a pair of fullback brothers 
nicknamed “Morning” and “‘Afternoon"'! They were 
A.M. and P.M. Walters and played for the Old Carthu- 
sians and England in the 1880s! 

+ that Portsmouth were the first club to come out 
of the Third Division to win the League First Divi- 
sion Ci Ip. 

#s that ‘‘Match of the Day”’ arrived on British TV 
screens on August 22nd 1964, and presented 45 mi- 
nutes of highlights from the Liverpool v Arsenal First 
Division game. 

#s that then Rochdale manager, Bob Stokoe, sold 
‘keeper Les Green to Derby County for £80,000, 
and with the money bought nine players, a new 
playing strip, and painted the ground! 

«s that Wales once fielded an Irish League player in 
their international side. He was Tommy Edwards, a 
right half who played for Linfield in the thirties. His cap 
came against Scotland in season 1931/32. 

++ that King George V was the first reigning 
monarch to attend an F.A. Cup Final. He saw Burn- 
ley defeat Liverpool at the Crystal Palace in 1914. 

#* that Bedford Town once held mighty Arsenal to a 
draw at Highbury! The Southem Leaguers drew 2-2 in 
A. Cup third round tie in January 1956, only to go 
SD), down 2-1 to the First Division side in the replay. 


On the ball in 


F SOUTH AMERICA 
BY MARIO ETCHART 


Angel Romero and Eduardo Manera, coaches 
of the Paraguayan national team, named 24 
players for the 1990 World Cup qualifiers. 

The Paraguayans are in the same group as 
Ecuador and Colombia. 

The winner of this group will probably face Aus- 
tralia for a place in the 1990 World Cup. 

The players selected are: Goalkeepers: Roberto 
Fernandez and Ubaldo Gonzalez. Defenders: Car- 
los Aranda, Luis Caballero, Virginio Caceres, Justo 
Jacquet, Catalino Rivarola, Elias Leguizamon and 
Hugo Ruiz Viera. Midfielders: Augusto Chamorro, 
Freddy Escobar, Julio Cesar Franco, Gabino Ro- 
man, Jorge Guasch, Felix Leguizamon and Jose 
Dominguez. Strikers: Feliz Almiron, Felix Britez 
Roman, Javier Ferreira, Felix Leon, Gustavo Pas- 
cua, Eurmelio Palacios and Jorge Villalba. 

Paraguay recently played four games in Spain and 
Portugal. The South Americans drew one and lost 
three. 


kkk 


Teofilo Cubillas, one of the best players Peruvian 
Soccer ever produced, will be Alianza de Lima’s 
coach for next season. 

Cesar Cueto, another Peruvian ex-international 
and close friend of Cubillas, signed a contract with 
Alianza for one season. 

Alianza, Peruvian runner-up, was recently elimin- 
ated from the Libertadores Cup. 


BRAZILIAN super- 


star Zico has 
changed his mind 
about retiring and 
will play for at least 
two more seasons. 

The 35-year-old mid- 
fielder, rated by many as 
the best player produced 
by Brazil since the im- 
mortal Pele, stunned his 

en when he re- 
signed for his club 
Flamengo. 

Zico told the startled 
Rio media he had 
thought things over and, 
after talking to his fami- 
ly and friends, had de- 
cided to play until he was 
37 years of age. 


Zico claims he isn’t 
continuing his disting- 
uished career for the 
money, though he will be 
earning $230,000 a year. 


Zico said he had 
signed what could be 
termed a ‘‘risk con- 
tract’? — whereby he 
will repay Flamengo if 
he cannot fulfil his con- 
tract. 

“I don’t want to be 
accused of making easy 
money. If I cannot deliy- 
er the goods, I will re- 
turn part of the money 
and cancel the con- 
tract,” he said. 

Zico, who has been 
with Flamengo since 
joining them as a minor 
league player in 1967 — 
apart from a two-year 
stint with Udinese, of 
Italy in the mid-80s — 
said he only decided to 
sign this contract be- 
cause he ‘‘loved’’ 
Flamengo. 

He revealed he had re- 
ceived two better offers 
from undisclosed clubs, 
but had rejected them to 
finish his career with the 
Maracana — based club. 

— LOU GAUTIER 


| & David Williams, the Wels 


Jorge Aravena, Depor- 
tivo Cali’s top scorer, 
has been sold to Mex- 
ican club Puebla for 
$200,000. 

The Chilean in- 
ternational scored 39 
goals during his stint 
with the Colombian 
club. 

Previously, Aravena 
played for Chilean club 
Cobreloa and Valladolid 
of Spain. 

kkk 
Argentine striker Mar- 
celo Barticiotto, from 
Huracan of Buenos 
Aires, has been transfer- 
red to Colo Colo of 
Chile. 


%& Soccer returned to Giants Stadium, former home 
of the now defunct New York Cosmos, when the 
Malboro Soccer Cup was staged there last week 
with the participation of Sporting Crystal (Peru), 
‘Medelin (Colombia), Guayaquil (Ecuador) and the 
US Olympic team. Crystal won the tournament 
which carried a first prize cheque of $60,000. 

% Brazilian international Tita was transferred from 
Bayer Leverkrusen to Strasbourg for $570,000. 
The midfielder, who played 22 times for Brazil, 
asked to leave after a pay dispute with the Ger- 
man club’s new coach, ex-Dutch national boss 
Rinus Michels. 

%* George Best made more than $200,000 from his 
testimonial in Belfast. This is not the mercurial 
42-year-old’s swansong, though. He hopes to play 
non- Soccer for Peterborough, on a non- 
contract basis, later this season. 


ended his player-coach contract to become assis- 
tant manager at Norwich City. 

% Luis Suarez this week takes over as coach of the 
Spanish national team. The 53-year-old former 
Barcelona and Inter Milan superstar replaces 
long-serving Miguel Munoz, who at 65 years of 
age was the oldest national team coach in 
Europe. Suarez was in charge of Spain’s success- 
ful colts’ team. : 


% Ruud Gullit was the star attraction at an in- 


ternational conference in Oslo, Norway, on the 

plight of refugees from southern Africa. Gullit 

earlier this year dedicated his European Player of 
the Year award to imprisoned South African 

National Congress leader Nelson Mandela. 

Three foreign-based players have been included 

in the Polish national team preparing for its 

upcoming World Cup elimination matches. They 
are Waldemar Matysik (Auxerre, France), 

Wojcicki (FK Hamburg, West Germany) and 

Iwan (VFL Bochum, West Germany). 

%& France and Czechoslovakia drew 1-1 in a friendly 
international in Paris. Deprived by the retirement 
and the unavailability of several regulars, French 
coach Henri Michel was forced to field six new 
players, one of whom, Stephane Paille, scored in 
the 52nd minute before Jan Daniek equalised for 
the visitors. 

% Elore Spartacus, of Hungary, eliminated Bryne, 
of Norway, in the preliminary round of the Euro- 
pean Cup Winners’ Cup on a 4-2 aggregate to 
qualify for the first round proper next week. 

x Watford will stage England’s Under 21 friendly 
international against Denmark on September 13, 
with the European championship match, on Octo- 
ber 18, going to Coventry. 

* Scotland will meet Norway in Oslo on September 
14 in the first stage of their attempt to reach the 
World Cup finals for the fifth consecutive time. 
Only Poland have matched the Scots in reaching 
every final round since 1974. 

* Newcastle United have sold $2 million worth of 
season tickets — second only to Liverpool and 
Manchester United this year. Their fans are keen 
to see new signings Dave Beasant, Andy Thorn, 
John Hendrie and John Robertson. 

%* France’s most expensive Soccer player, Eric Can- 
tona, has been indefinitely suspended for strident 
attacks on national team coach Henri Michel. 
Cantona, who cost Olympique Marseille more 
than $4 million this year, described Michel as 
“the world’s worst coach.” 

* Dynamo Kiev and USSR national team playmaker 
Alexander Zavarov became the first Soviet player 
to join an Italian First Division club by signing for 
Juventus. The 27-year-old midfielder has signed a 
three-year contract and will join the club next 
month. The Ukrainian club collected a cool $6.2 
million for Zavarov. 

%& Kevin Moran, the Manchester United and Re- 
public of Ireland defender, has joined Spain’s 
Sporting Gijon a on free transfer. 

* The British Home Office refused to renew South 
African John Paskin’s work permit. Paskin, who 
has played in Hong Kong and Belgium, joined 
West Bromwich Albion 18 months ago. He is 
planning to marry his Scottish girlfriend to neatly 
circumvent the red tape. 

% Queen’s Park Rangers were held to a 1-1 draw by 
Cairo team El-Ahly when they unveiled their 
lush $700,000 Cellsystem pitch. The match was 
televised live to Egypt. OPR, incidentally, have 
snapped up former Tottenham and Argentine 
World Cup-winning veteran Osvaldo Ardiles. 

% The first round Italian Cup match between Vicen- 
za and Verona was abandoned two minutes from 
the end following a pitch invasion. Police reported 
that some 1,000 Verona supporters were also 
responsible for a series of incidents outside the 
Vicenza ground. 

* A sell-out crowd of 68,000 watched the first-ever 

Bundesliga (First Division) clash in West Ger- 

many between crosstown rivals VfB Stuttgart and 

newly promoted Kickers Stuttgart. The much 

more glamorous VfB won 4-0. 


% The old “some are more equal than others” adage 
was in evidence in Portugal when glamour, and 
well-connected, clubs, Benfica and Porto, were 
given dispensation to miss the first two rounds of 
the new Portuguese season to earn valuable “hard 
currency” abroad. Benfica were in the United 
States and Porto in Central America. 

%* After barely missing relegation last season, Paris 
Saint-Germain’s fortunes have taken a startling 
upturn this year under new coach, Yugoslav 
Tomislav Ivic. PSG are leading the French First 
Division by two points. 

% The Soviet Union’s first two professional clubs, 
Dniepr and Dynamo Kiev, are also the pacesetters 
in the current USSR championship. After 21 
rounds, Dniepr leads the Ukrainian team by a 
single point, with third placed Spartak Moscow a 
distant third. i 

%& Portugal’s Sporting inaugurated new floodlights 
at its Lisbon stadium by defeating the Parguayan 
national team 2-0 in a gala match watched by 
45,000 spectators. 

%* Two Polish First Division players have defected 
following an exhibition game in A 1, West 
Germany, by their Cracow club, Wisla. Robert 
Markowski, 24, and Robert Krzybda, 23, have 
joined a local Bavarian amateur club. 
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Hoare ousts Newcastle 2. 


AFTER 120 minutes 
of football and 22 
penalties, Uruguay 
Penrith struggled 
past Newcastle Au- 
stral at Melita Sta- 
dium last Sunday. 

The game ended 
scoreless, with Uru- 
guayan victors by 11 
penalties to 10! 

Barry Hoare was the 
Penrith side’s hero as he 
saved the last penalty 
shot of the day, ironical- 
ly from Newcastle’s best 
player, Howard Tredin- 
nick, to give them 
another chance at the 
championship title. 

Tredinnick scored 
from the penalty spot to 
equalise at 4-4 after the 
first 10 regulation shots, 
and looked set to do the 
same thing with the 
score poised at 11-10 to 
Unuguay. 

However, Hoare cor- 
rectly read his intention 
and saved. 


Earlier on, all eleven 
players were called upon 
to take their turn at 
penalty shots. 

Adam Sandy and 
Aytek Genc scored for 
Uruguay before Matth- 
ew Bourke skied his 
shot well over the bar. 

Martin Cummins and 
Michael Devon netted 
to make it 2-2 and Scott 
Baillie was in with a 
chance of giving 
Newcastle the lead. But 
he too hit his fierce drive 
well over the bar and in 
fact out of the ground. 


Martin Bourke and 
David Batten added 
goals for Uruguay while 
Brett Porter and Tredin- 
nick replied for Newcas- 
tle, before the sudden- 
death penalties saw the 
remaining players of 
both sides score to have 
them locked at 10-10. 

Adam Sandy scored, 
Tredinnick missed and 
that was the ball game. 

Austral, who also lost 
its youth fixture to 
Sutherland 1-0, had only 
themselves to blame for 
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the loss as they had the 
better chances to secure 
both points. 

Holden faced Hoare 
in the 60th, 67th and 
87th minutes but failed 
to find the net. 

He was through in the 
60th minute also, 
following a fine pass by 
Wayne Bailey, but his 
shot hit Hoare’s legs and 
went past the post. 

Seven minutes later, 
Michael Devon sent a 
short cross to Cummins 
just inside the area, 
which saw the busy 
striker lay off a great 
pass to Holden who was 
only 10 metres from the 
line, but he shot wide. 

In the 77th minute, af- 
ter a fine cross by 
Bailey, it was time for 
Porter to head over the 
Jast line of defence to an 
unmarked Holden, who 
shot straight at the 
keeper. 

With the scores lock- 
ed at 0-0 and with only 
three minutes to go, 
Holden was in the clear 
yet again but he failed to 
find the net. 

Earlier on, Holden 
lobbed Hoare twice 
only to see his efforts 
sail inches over the bar. 

Uruguay was certainly 
not without its own 
opportunities. 


JOHN BRADLEY 


The first came after 
just seven minutes as 
Craig Carter dropped 
the ball but Sandy’s shot 
was blocked. 

Sandy wrongesfooted 
two defenders after 18 
minutes before being 
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left with some space and 
12 metres from the line, 


_ but his shot went well 


over the bar. 

Genc was denied in 
the 35th, as was John 
Bradley after 53 mi- 
nutes, with Carter hav- 
ing to stretch on both 
occasions to save 
Austral. 

Batten was past 
Achurch in the 62nd mi- 
nute, but he too shot 
wide when scoring 
looked far easier than 
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Uruguay’s best 
chance fell in the 73rd 
minute. Sandy’s short 
pass found John McKie 
who nudged it into the 
path of Bradley, but, 
alas, a complete miskick 
let Newcastle off the 
hook. 

With minutes ticking 
away, Uruguay counter- 
attacked with three 
players to Newcastle’s 
one, but Bradley and 
Batten ran out of ideas 
as the Austral defenders 
stormed back. 

Goalmouth incidents 
and some barnstorming 
attacking football from 
both sides added to an 
entertaining afternoon 
with Achurch, Tredin- 
nick, Bowen, Bailey and 
Cummins being the best 
for Newcastle. 

Hoare, O‘Donnell, 
Genc and McKie pro- 
vided the fireworks at 
the other end. 

Four bookings, 
O'Donnell and Mathew 
Bourke for Uruguay; 
Devon and Bowen for 
Newcastle, were more 
indicative of the com- 
petitive nature of this 
game rather than of foul 
play, with Devon being 
booked for persistent 
fouling, O'Donnell for 
shirt-pulling and Bowen 
for a late tackle. 


URUGUAY PENRITH: Hoare, 
O'Donnell, Thompson, Matth- 
ow Martin Bourke, Be- 
nitez, Batten, Bradley, Genc, 
McKie. 


NEWCASTLE AUSTRAL: 

Carter, Devon, Achurch, Tre- 

Bowen, Bland (Baillie), 

Balley (Virgilll), Jones, Cum- 
mins, Holden. 


BY MARIO A. ETCHART 


EARLY in 1984, a group of members of the New 
Chilean Club conceived an a idea that, in princi- 
ple, sounded like a dream: to organise a Soccer 
championship similar to the. World Cup, but to 
be played annually in Australia, with the par- 
ticipation of all the ethnic communities. 


Such a dream became 
reality the same year. 

Today, the Sydney 
Ethnic Soccer World Cup 
is one of the most presti- 
gious Soccer competitions 
in this country. 

The first winner, in 
1984, was the represent- 
ative of Chile. In 1985, 
the Chileans won again. 
In 1986, Colombia be- 
came the new champion; 
and last year, Uruguay 
won the trophy after de- 
feating Yugoslavia 2-1 in 
the final. 

Next month, the Ethnic 
Cup will be five years old, 
and the fifth tournament 
will be held at Garside 
Park, home ground of 
Granville Chile Soccer 
Club. 

Sixteen teams, repre- 
senting as many com- 
munities, will take part in 
the competition. They 
are: Australia, Argenti- 
na, Chile, Colombia, El 
Salvador, France, Italy, 
Korea, Lebanon, Mace- 


donia, Peru, Romania, 


Serbia, Turkey, North 
Cyprus and title holder, 
Uruguay. 


Parallel to the all-age 
event, a Soccer 
championship for over- 
35s will be held at the 
same venue. Involved in 
this category are: Argen- 
tina, Australia, Chile, 
Colombia, Greece, Peru, 
North Cyprus and 
Uruguay. 


In the all-age division, 
the champion will be 
awarded the coveted 
“Ethnic Cup’’ and 
$10.000, while the run- 
ner-up collects $3.000. 


The competition starts 
on Saturday, October 1 at 
5.00 p.m., with the game 
between Chile vs. Col- 
ombia, followed by Uru- 
guay vs. Macedonia, at 
7.00 p.m. 


The Ethnic World Cup 
will run for five consecu- 


tive weeks, finishing on 
Saturday, November 5 
when. the grand final will 
be played. 


- Here are the four 
groups for the all-age 


competition: GROUP 1: 


- Chile, Colombia, Italy, 


Argentina. GROUP 2: 
Uruguay, Macedonia, 
Korea, Australia. 
GROUP 3: Turkey, 


France, Peru, Serbia. 


GROUP 4: North Cyp-— 


tus, Lebanon, Romania, — 


El Salvador. 


The over-35s category 
will be divided in two 
groups. They are: 
GROUP 1: Chile, Peru, 
Colombia, North Cyprus. 
GROUP 2: Argentina, 
Uruguay, Australia, 
Greece. 


SOCCER TEAMWEAR & EQUIP, 


MANUFACTURERS & SUPPLIERS OF 
TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS, USING THE 
LATEST EUROPEAN DESIGNS & MATERIALS 


e Soccer Jerseys 

e Soccer Shorts 

© Goalkeeper Jerseys 
© Goalkeeper Shorts 
© Soccer Balls 


OU AT IEY SPORTSWEAR & SPORTING Ae 
See tO eset 


FAST DELIVERY 
SPECIAL PRICES ON INDENT ORDERS 


FERENC PUSKAS, one of the World’s 


greatest players, begins his special 
“PUSKAS SOCCER SCHOOL” on 25th Sept, 1988. 


we 


LIMITED 
ENROLMENTS 
WILL BE 
ACCEPTED 


THE day of the year for NSW Soccer is the Grand Finals play-offs 
at Parramatta Stadium on Sunday, September 25. 

So the NSW Soccer Federation, in collaboration with Australian Soccer 
Weekly, is giving out free vouchers to admit junior players to this prestige 
event. 


Grand finals are held in First, Second and Third Divisions, giving a great 


LEARN FROM 
ONE OF THE 
WORLD'S 
SOCCER 
MASTERS 


Ww 


spectacle in your favorite football code. 

Don't miss it ... CUT OUT and bring the cou below to the gate at 
Parramatta Stadium if you are an Under 16 or under junior Soccer player. 

AND PARENTS . . . make it a family day in these great surroundings! 


pon FS 


FREE ADMISSION TICKE 


TRAINING 
VENUE 


for junior and schools 
yers up to under 16 


ADMIT ONE JUNIOR 


NSW ERAN FINAL DAY LOT 54 SPRINGVALE ROAD, 
oN PARRAMATTA STADIUM KEYSBOROUGH. VIC. 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 25 SOGRSORE Dae 
ee AXIOM AUST PTY LTD 
: ecw seceza FEDERATION TO” AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY | 39 KEMBLA ST, CHELTENHAM. VIC. 3192 


= (03) 584 6905 


